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The objective of this publication is to examine legal and social aspects of   

Ukrainian labour migration after conditions of world financial crisis of late 
2000’s.  

The majority of researches into legal profile of Ukrainian migration ignore 
problems associated with observance of Ukrainian labour migrants’ rights on 
their return to Ukraine. So, the authors address the issue of general circumstan-
ces and challenges of the return into Ukraine. Attention is focused on reasons 
and motives for labour migrants to return to Ukraine, normative impediments 
on the way to return and reintegration of Ukrainian labour migrants, social and 
psychological problems of reintegration of Ukrainian labour migrant.   

 
Introduction: topicality of researches on social and legal aspects  

of Ukrainian labour migration 
Contemporary Western Europe in the frame of globalization processes ap-

pears as a space for new migration. Development of Western “consumption so-
ciety”, in particular industry of various consumer services incites constant incre-
ase in demand for cheap labour force, being mostly satisfied at the expense of 
labour migrants from other countries including Ukraine. At the same time, the 
societies of receiving countries show certain concern over the rise in number of 
migrants from other countries: “respectable” Europe is on guard against of col-
lapse of  integrity of  its  social  and cultural  space [17,  18].  As a  result  we have 
fundamental contradiction: on the one hand, European countries evince interest 
in inflow of labour force from Eastern Europe including Ukraine, and on the ot-
her, they impede integration of Ukrainian labour migrants into European socie-
ty. This contradiction has become aggravated especially under conditions of 
world financial crisis of late 2000’s: many Ukrainians abroad became unemplo-
yed and were forced to return to Ukraine. New context provokes the questions: 
is Ukraine open to welcome back its emigrants? What will be the process of the-
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ir reintegration into Ukrainian society. And finally, to what extent our country 
can guarantee the Ukrainians returning from abroad that their civil rights are ob-
served? The foregoing indices the need to properly comprehend the motives of 
return and main challenges of reintegration of Ukrainian labour migrant for the 
purpose of further improvement of migration process management system, in 
particular by means of introducing the adequate science-based system of legal 
protection and elaboration of motivational scenarios for return. 

The contemporary researches into legal compound of Ukrainian migration 
give prominence to several main directions. 

1. Researches into Ukrainian labour migration abroad. In this case the ana-
lysis usually deals with legal preliminary conditions of emigration, status of Uk-
rainian citizens abroad, analysis of foreign legislation, violation of rights of Uk-
rainian citizens abroad [8; 13; 22]. 

2. Researches into migration of foreigners and stateless citizens to the terri-
tory of Ukraine (what is meant here is both transit and labour migration). In this 
case, the analysis of Laws on Alienage in Ukraine, foreigners’ possibilities pur-
suant to the labour legislation, proper observance of human rights at the tempo-
rary detention facility, peculiarities of international and legal regulation of cou-
nteraction to illegal migration on the level of universal and regional (European) 
norms of international law, role of institutional system in this sphere, violation 
of rights and procedures in terms of obtaining the refugee status, xenophobia 
problem, etc. [1; 3; 5; 10].  

3. Researches into problems associated with observance of rights of Ukrai-
nian labour migrants upon their return to Ukraine.  This direction has been le-
ast developed. Partly, it is presented in the projects being carried out by the fi-
eld-specific NGOs under the auspices of international grand awarding organiza-
tions [14; 15], as well as in various monitoring researches aimed at studying the 
influence of funds transferred by migrants on Ukrainian GDP [9; 16]. Low level 
of interest in matters of observance of homecomers’ rights can be accounted for 
the fact that this segment of scientific field is characterized by the interdiscipli-
nary  and  intersectoral  nature.  Also,  one  can  assume  that  in  this  case  we  deal  
with particular influence of social stereotypes: on the one part, a person is trea-
ted as a potential emigrant to obtain permanent residence abroad, while on the 
other part in case of his final return to Ukraine, he is considered well-to-do be-
ing in need for neither outside assistance nor interference. In both cases the ob-
server loses the sight of the migrant. However, obviously one can state more 
“objective” causes for “inattention” of researchers as to the issues related to pro-
tection of homecomers’ rights. What is meant here is that in contemporary scie-
ntific surveys the migration is usually studied as an integral phenomenon, objec-
tive compelled occurrence emerging in the context of different social processes 
(globalization, stratification, exchange of activities, etc.) and being also caused 
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by them. In this setting, only external forces making the labour migrant take de-
cision as to homecoming are considered (economic factors, changes in law sys-
tem of the receiving country, etc.). Such an approach impedes the possibility of 
comprehensive vision of the phenomenon of labour migration, caused by “inter-
lacement” of various factors, including subjective (internal) ones, being based 
on the social needs and physiology of a migrant [4, 23-41] and should be exami-
ned in the interdisciplinary context. In the first place, the question is about the 
research within the frameworks of sociology of law – sphere of scientific know-
ledge combining legal and sociological researches, as well as with psychologi-
cal and medical and biological. The most famous (in the context of themes of 
this publication) and perhaps most substantial in the determined terms is the re-
search of German sociologist J.Alt dedicated to the phenomenon of illegal mig-
ration. On the basis of the diverse information sources (the major of which are 
30 in-depth interviews with illegal migrant residing in Munich), it presents the 
author’s vision of nature of illegal migration. Following the way “from unit sta-
tements to construction of surrounding field and types” J.Alt comes to a conclu-
sion that the way leading to illegality results from “loss of biography” [2, 65-
84]. Since living in illegality is accompanied by constant risks and threats, the 
monograph provides the profound analysis of the basic strategies of security of 
present illegal aliens – use of social contacts, “purchase” of respective docu-
ments, sham marriage, establishment of self-protection organizations, etc. [2, 
163-173]. Close attention is paid to the studies of peculiarities of appearance 
and functioning of contact social networks forming so called working network 
(private, commercial, criminal) and is one of the most important factors making 
labour migration possible [2, 287-289]. These and other distinguished parts of 
real life of present illegal migrants as a final result reproduce the integral vision 
of such an aspect of social reality as life in illegality explaining the conditions 
on which it is possible, as well as its social and legal consequences. Unfortuna-
tely, at present such works are absolutely insufficient. Meanwhile, according to 
the present researchers, the results of the research of labour migrants’ personal 
experience is proved supplementary information source while developing the 
concept of migration policy [11, 53].  

Taking into account the aforementioned, in our opinion the objective of this 
publication is to examine social and legal aspects of reintegration of labour mig-
rants upon their return to Ukraine. We consider it necessary at the same time to 
cover the whole “cycle” of reintegration process, including its separate “pha-
ses”: making the decision as to the return, its fulfilment, its consequences (inc-
luding key challenges of reintegration and prospects of their surmounting). We 
believe it will become one of the substantial steps on the way to final “destroy-
ing existing pseudo types of life having changed them by realistic picture” [21, 
294-308]. 
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Source and empiric basis of publication 

The peculiarities of reintegration of Ukrainian labour migrants will be ana-
lyzed subject to Ukrainian legislation in force. Thus, the source basis of our in-
vestigation will be formed by the following documents: Constitution of Ukraine 
dated 28 June 1996; Code of Laws on Labour of Ukraine as of 25 June 2009; 
Law of Ukraine “On population employment” dated 1 March 1991; Law of Uk-
raine  “On  legal  status  of  foreigners”  dated  4  February  1994;  Law  of  Ukraine  
“Entry and exit procedure for the citizens of Ukraine” dated 21 January 1994; 
Law of Ukraine “On refugees” dated 21 June 2001; Law of Ukraine “On citize-
nship” dated 18 January 2001; Convention of Ministry of Labour Protection 
No.97 “On working migrants” dated 1 July 1949; International Convention on 
protection of rights of all working migrants and members of their families dated 
18 December 1990. 

Our ideas will be based on the results of sociological investigation carried 
out within the frameworks of ‘Aeneas Programme BrainNet-working Project’ 
(with direct participation of the authors of this publication). This project was 
aimed at studying the possibilities and temporary qualified work under the offi-
cial labour agreement for the specialist with medium- and high-level skills co-
ming from Ukraine, Russia and Moldova to EU countries. Partners in the proj-
ect: La Sapienza Universita di Roma (main partner), Caritas Ukraine Internatio-
nal Charitable Fund, Caritas Diocesana di Roma, Fundeun (Spain), Moldavian 
International University (Moldova), Equilibre-Solidarity (Russia) and others.  

Sociological investigation was carried out in Ukraine during December 
2008 – June 2009 by means of in-depth interview with 30 people having the ex-
perience in labour migration in Italy and Spain; similar interviews were held by 
our partners in Moldova and Russia (table 1).  

 
Table 1. Social and demographic characteristics of people interviewed with-

in the frameworks of ‘Aeneas Programme BrainNet-working Project’ 
Migrants  To ITALY  to SPAIN 
From UKRAINE  15 women 5 men 7 men 3 women 
From MOLDOVA 15 women 5 men 7 men 3 women 
From RUSSIA  10 women 10 men 5 men 5 women 

’ 
Data of the in-depth interviews were supplemented by the information from 

10 experts – so called privileged witnesses, who deal with the problems of Uk-
rainian labour migrants within the framework of their administrative duties (tab-
le 2). 
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Table 2. Social characteristics of privileged witnesses interviewed within 
the frameworks of ‘Aeneas Programme BrainNet-working Project’ 

 Institutions representing privileged 
witness 

Professional background of 
privileged witness 

1 Ministry of Interior (Human rights 
monitoring committee)  

Legal aid social work 

2 UGCC (episcopate) Pastoral aid 
3 UGCC (clergy)  Pastoral and  social aid 
4 UGCC Commission ion Migration Legal aid social protection 
5 State Social service for Children, Fa-

mily and Youth  
Social aid 

6 Attorney service for Ukrainians abro-
ad  

Legal Aid 

7 Migrants’ Self-help Institutions abro-
ad 

Social and Psychological aid 

8 Former Migrants’ Self-help Instituti-
ons in Ukraine 

Social and Psychological aid 

9 Media Groups Informational support 
10 Scientific Institution of NSA  Scientific activities 

 
Reasons and motives for labour migrants to return to Ukraine 

Materials of the in-depth interviews certify that the process of return of la-
bour migrants to Ukraine is complicated and long-lasting. Decision as to the re-
turn does not come easy to the migrant, often – even more difficult than a deci-
sion to go abroad to work. The objective confirmation of this thesis is “debit ba-
lance” in favour of those migrants leaving Ukraine if compared to those coming 
back, that is the situation, when a person who is planning to stay abroad for 1-2 
years stays there for 6-7 years or even more, is widely spread.  

Labour migrants resolving in favour of comeback are governed by the moti-
ves not standing out by variability. The verbal testimonies of those, who have 
returned from abroad, allow grouping the “homecomers” in the following way. 

1st group: “Disappointed”. In this case the decision to come back home is 
taken against the background of utmost disappointment with life in conditions 
of labour migration, and basic motives of comeback are as follows:  

- nostalgia, missing the family, children; 
- unwillingness to live with a humiliating status of an alien, and “servant” 

(even if surrounding is loyal to them); 
- inability to make the desired amount of money. 
Typical case: A., male, has experience of labour migration (Italy) 
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A. was born in Lviv, Russian-speaking, higher education, father - Military 
Officer, mother – Honoured Teacher. Married (second marriage), grown-up son 
lives separately, grown-up daughter of his wife lives separately as well.  

Before leaving to Italy his wife and he were engaged in trading. Earnings 
were good. However, his wife insisted on departure (a friend of hers persuaded 
her that she would earn more abroad). A. went with his wife without understan-
ding the reason.  

Leaving to Italy A. had 700-800 € in hand; he came back with 350 €. Howe-
ver, A. would send certain amount of money from Italy home.  

The  spouses  managed  to  reach  Italy  at  the  second  attempt.  The  first  time,  
when they were passing the Hungarian border they got arrested. The second ti-
me they worked their way through Slovakia, and succeeded with hardly any tro-
uble at all.  

In Italy there was nobody to meet them, as it had been planned before. They 
reached Naples with complications, where the acquaintances of theirs helped 
them to find a flat. Those acquaintances lent a helping hand in getting a job in 
pizzeria. A. did the washing-up there for 25 € per day. Besides, the acquaintan-
ce of his wife, who worked as a cleaner, informed that the help of a man in pai-
nting, cleaning with abrasive paper and doing similar works was required at one 
villa. He landed this job earning 30 € per day plus meals. He worked from 8.30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Doing hard physical activity from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (A. was forced 
to carry 25-kilogram boxes with vegetables) A. managed to stand only three 
months. While working in Italy he had no problems with local bodies, his stay 
was illegal though, and he often was in state of alcoholic intoxication behaving 
disgracefully.  

In A.’s opinion, going abroad to earn money is inappropriate, especially for 
elders, who feel terrible about being humiliated at their age. And though nobody 
offended him directly, he constantly felt he was treated as a second-class citi-
zen. 

He came back home without any troubles and marks in his passport. He also 
easily found a new job in Ukraine in the advertisement, not by profession, but in 
related one. He worked there for 2 months, and then he left the job because of 
pneumonia. At the time the interview was given A. was 51; in a month after the 
interview he died. 

2nd group: “Missioners”. In this case the decision to come back home is ta-
ken as a result of fulfilment of a certain “mission”. And though the topic of nos-
talgia is still urgent in this case, it is less crucial, and the basic motives of come-
back in this case are the following: 

- availability of amount of money determined in advance to achieve a parti-
cular purpose (mostly it is satisfaction of urgent necessities, for example, disch-
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arge of debts, education of children, repair of dwelling; frequently – purchase of 
dwelling, rarely - starting of own business);  

- termination of labour contract (official/semi-legal); 
- availability of appropriate job offer in Ukraine (including resumption of 

activity of enterprises, where the migrant would work before his departure).  
Typical case: B., male, has experience of labour migration (Italy) 
B. is a peasant by origin. He finished school, then graduated from secondary 

technical school; was employed at construction site, at the Regional Executive 
Committee, and a store. Married, has a daughter. In his time he borrowed mo-
ney for construction of own house. The money he earned in the store was not 
enough to pay off the debt. At the age of 37 he was forced to go to Italy for two 
years  and a  half  to  earn money there.  He worked as  a  machine operator  at  the 
hippodrome not far from Rome; he mastered the language.  

While being abroad and making money B. was the main breadwinner in his 
family; besides, at first some part of money was used to pay off the dept, and 
then put into savings account (to start his own business in Ukraine). B’s wor-
king day lasted from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m., and then there was a break until 4 p.m., 
which was followed by work until 7 p.m. again. He did not have any days off, 
except the time after the Sunday noon once per two weeks. He kept in touch 
with his family over the phone. He did not communicate with Ukrainian mig-
rant workers much.  

As soon as B. paid off the borrowed money and made a desired amount of 
money to start own business, he immediately resolved to return, since it was im-
possible for him to live without his family. Upon his return, he realized that un-
der no conditions children must be left unparented. 

B. was welcomed by his friends, who were waiting for him to establish co-
mmon service centre. At the moment B. is one of its co-owners. He is satisfied 
with working for himself, and not for a ‘foreign’ Italian. He is not planning to 
go to Italy unless in case of emergency. He is positive that if one knows what to 
do in Ukraine, there is no need to work for somebody else. 
 
Normative impediments on the way to return and reintegration of Ukrainian 

labour migrants 
Ukrainian citizens, who have resolved to come back home, face quite a nu-

mber of problems of legal nature, inability to solve those problems, which utter-
ly complicate the process of their reintegration. We consider it possible to single 
out the most typical among the normative limitations of return and reintegration 
of Ukrainian labour migrants. 

 
1. Difficulties in passing the border. 
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Lack of documents required to pass the border. Due to the durable illegal 
stay abroad the part of the workers cross the territory of Ukraine with an expired 
foreign passport; the way out of situation and obtainment of new documents is 
possible rather in case, when a person possesses its national passport.  

Resettlement of a child born abroad together with its mother to Ukraine.  
Such a situation generally is accompanied by enormous “red tape” in terms of 
acquisition of documents to get the childbirth allowance, as well as child home 
care  allowance  until  it  turns  three  years  old.  The  amount  of  such  support  for  
people not insured in the system of generally mandatory state social insurance 
(and it is majority of work migrants) according to the approved procedure of se-
ttlement [18] may constitute about UAH 90,00. (which is approximately EUR 8 
a month).  

Attempts of illegal bringing in of foreign currency cash above the fixed li-
mits. Since the main aim of labour migration consists usually in improvement of 
own financial conditions, crossing of the border is often connected with transpo-
rtation of considerable sums of money accumulated during the entire period of 
working abroad for the purpose of target use (purchase of dwelling, wedding of 
children, medical treatment, etc.). Ukrainian labour migrants being usually not 
enough aware of existing Ukrainian legislation (that for the past years has consi-
derably extended the possibilities of bringing in the currency cash across the 
Ukrainian border via standard declaration [19]), usually conceal currency cash, 
and  as  a  result  fall  easy  prey  for  fraudulent  customs  officers,  who  confiscate  
money without any appropriate investigation proceedings and procedural steps, 
and at the same time misappropriate cash.  

Attempts to bring in the goods and own belongings avoiding obligatory ta-
xes and duties. To the problems that typically come up while crossing the bor-
der one can refer a problem of bringing in a vehicle into Ukraine. Trips to Ukra-
ine by car purchased and registered abroad for no purpose of its constant bring-
ing in to the customs territory of Ukraine being popular until recently have be-
come practically impossible because of the mandatory customs duties payable 
in  case of  customs clearance of  such a  means of  transport  [12].  Critical  is  the 
fact that customs authorities form customs value of such a car being guided by 
the prices for the similar cars in Ukraine, but not by the prices abroad, so as a 
result the difference in price may reach tenfold initial cost (for example, Volks-
wagen Golf for EUR 300-500 can be estimated by the customs authorities at 
EUR 5,000). Thus, the protection of Ukrainian car manufacturer declared on pa-
per appears to be the “gates” to abuse and bribery at customs authorities. 
  

2. Difficulties with taking up residence and registration in Ukraine. 
Upon the return to Ukraine, former labour migrant can encounter particular 

problems with settlement and registration. In this case such potential problems 
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are dealt with: lack of the registration at the place of residence, lack of valid na-
tional passport, change in marital status, change in dwelling status (hostel, the 
right to reside in which was lost; non-privatized flat that later on was privatized 
solely or by only husband, or wife without knowledge and allowance of the ab-
sent one) that entailed loss of proprietary right in respect of a dwelling. Known 
are the cases, when pursuing the aim to change proprietary right to dwelling a 
woman judicially acknowledged his husband, who at that time was working ab-
road, missing, and as a result became inheritress of a flat and other property un-
der the law. One of the serious consequences entailed by impossibility to obtain 
the place of residence or document proving the identity may consist in inability 
to set up a private business (since in order to register an individual as an entrep-
reneur, the national passport and identification code are required), as well as in:  

 
3. Complicated employment.  

In addition to the abovementioned reasons for impossibility to get employ-
ed, one should bear in mind that a great part of labour migrants come from a nu-
mber of budget sphere workers, in particular medical stuff and administrative 
machine, employees of state organizations, who resolved in favour of leaving 
abroad at the times of the most crucial economic difficulties for these categories 
of employees. According to the Ukrainian legislation, these categories of wor-
kers are subject to regular periodic confirmation or improvement of qualificati-
on, which is done by means of direction given at the place of work to undergo 
further vocational training and ends in awarding the categories, class ranking, 
grades, etc., that influence the employment opportunities in specialty and amo-
unt of salary. A person, who stayed beyond the borders of Ukraine for a signifi-
cant period of time (about 3-5 years), is deprived of a category and professional 
titles. It correspondingly narrows the circle of its potential employers, decrease 
the amount of salary the former labour migrant lays claim for. The procedure of 
renewal of qualification status in Ukraine bears no relation to Employment Ser-
vice, and is carried out through the sector-specific departments [7], in this con-
nection it is associated with bribes and time wasting. Mostly the latter results in-
to the refusal of such attempts, whereby high skilled specialists often either get 
any job in specialty, or low classified job of initial level. If one disregards the 
ageism or other cases of discrimination (see below), the main reason for the ho-
mecomer to accept low-paid work is: 
 

4. Impossibility of or difficulties in drawing pension. 
If compared to the Soviet system of calculating the rate of a retirement pen-

sion, modern Ukrainian methods are rather democratic for an employee and in-
tended  to  simplify  financial  aspects  and  make  them as  much  beneficial  for  an  
employee as possible. However, the specificity of a problem for the labour mig-
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rants is that while calculation the rate of pension the total, and in some cases, 
specific (sector-specific) work experience is taken into account. For the majori-
ty of labour migrants, work experience can be divided into two periods: The 
first, pre-reform period (till 2000). The documents (work book or certificate 
from the company’s archive) used to serve as a confirmation of the factually 
worked time during the pre-reform period. At the moment of going abroad mig-
rants often did not consider such documents, and the companies, they were em-
ployed by and where these documents used to be kept, changed their status, ow-
ners or became out of business, as a result a person lost his work book and care-
er history, and at the same time – considerable part of possible pension in futu-
re. 

The time following the pension reform in 2000 and up till now may be con-
sidered as the second period of work experience. They began to do the calculati-
on of the future pension on the assumption of the amount of the withholding to 
the pension fund from the employee’s monthly salary. Length of employment in 
years influences the determination of retirement time, while calculating the long 
service bonus and specific length of service under particular working conditi-
ons, etc. As we understand, in this case, labour migrant, who remained unemp-
loyed in the territory of Ukraine quite for a long period of time (which means no 
parts of his salary were transferred to his personalized pension account), can 
claim only the minimum pension, which is usually provided in case it is impos-
sible to define its amount otherwise. Thus, having brought together two period 
of work experience of an average labour migrant, one can arrive at several conc-
lusions: 

a) lion’s share of length of service falls on the pre-reform period, which 
most probably will be either impossible to confirm documentarily or its confir-
mation will require significant financial and physical efforts; 

b) withholdings for the work experience during the post-reform period will 
be irregular and small, or even not available; c) as it appears from the two pervi-
ous conclusions, chances to receive proper “reflection” of the work experience 
in the amount of the pension are scanty for such people. Some steps forward re-
garding this matter were taken upon the approval of the respective decree by the 
Pension Fund of Ukraine [20], which practically allows the citizens of Ukraine 
to administer their own personalized account by means of making contributions 
to them from abroad. However, distrust in state authorities, as well as fear of le-
galizing the sources of revenue keeps the majority of the labour migrants from 
participation in this system. Ukraine signed a number of intergovernmental ag-
reements, both double tax treaties and pension contracts, with such popular re-
ceiving countries as Italy and Portugal; the intensified agreement with Spain is 
under preparation. These agreements are intended to provide the possibility for 
Ukrainians to receive Italian or other pension in Ukraine upon their return. Such 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

38 

cases have already had place, however, unfortunately they are very rare. It is ex-
plained by the fact that in order to formalize such type of pension and taxation 
of the salary abroad, a person, who works, firstly has to be consular registered at 
the Ukrainian Embassy, and secondly has to have legal labour contract with its 
employer abroad. Neither the first, nor the second for the majority of labour mi-
grants from Ukraine that usually go abroad on the one-entry tourist Schengen 
visa, as we can understand, is unavailable.  
  

5. Loss and difficulties in reestablishment of parental status. 
Another segment of problems which is encountered by the labour migrant 

upon the return, are those related to the loss of parental status. The latter not le-
ast of all is stipulated by the circumstance that parents of many present children 
are working abroad, so have no possibility to bring their children up in a proper 
way (their care is limited only to the financial support), handing them over to 
their relatives or school. Some children can successfully manage themselves (at 
least, it seems so at first sight), others are gradually turning into the “candida-
tes” to obtain the unattractive social status of “children of streets”. However, in 
any case, life without parents or even one of them (more often mother) serves as 
a factor that may lead to the distortion in the structure of child’s personality, and 
in that way provoke deviations in social behaviour. According to the current le-
gislation, the parents and guardians can be made responsible for the illegal acti-
ons taken by such minors, though in cases of delinquency, people aged 16 and 
up can be brought  to  responsibility  and in some cases at  the age of  14 [6].  In 
such event, the role played by criminal militia in juvenile cases and its interacti-
on with board of guardians at places is of significant importance. In case with 
children of labour migrants, in practice they often act not only as the authorities 
controlling the law and order, but also, being aware of the situation in the parti-
cular family, they make a stand for children’s rights protecting them from for-
mal court decision as to depriving their parents of the parental rights.  

However, the situations with deprivation of parental rights are rare and oc-
cur in diametrically opposite cases. For instance, when a child from secured fa-
mily who attends different circles, participates in different sports sections at the 
professional level, but lives with his/her grandparents and cannot go on tour 
(participate in competition) abroad because there is no notarized permit from his 
/ her parents, which is obligatory in case of trips of the minors without their pa-
rents. The relations with parents and child’s future, his / her achievements as an 
artist  or  a  sportsman  appear  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale.  It  is  frequent  cases,  
when the family initiates the court decision as to depriving the parents of their 
parental rights and making some close relatives (aunt, grandmother) a guardian, 
which allows a child to visit international competitions or contest. But, as soon 
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as the parents have return form abroad, they are willing to reestablish their sta-
tus, and such cases in Ukrainian jurisprudence are by an order less. 

It is clear that problems and impediments occurring encountered by the la-
bour migrant upon its return to Ukraine are not limited to the outlined circle. It 
is the most prevalent situations, in which the labour migrant may find himself. 
The given examples of the implementation of rigid obsolete regulatory frame-
work just show the general negative tendency: unfortunately, our state has not 
taken any proper steps towards the recognition of the problem of labour migrati-
on yet. So, present legislative basis in the sphere of labour migration has remai-
ned unchanged for along period of time, not creating favorable conditions for 
the migrants, who are being practically outside the sphere of social and legal 
protection of their country, invest considerable amounts of money to Ukraine. 
And if lawmaking in Ukraine has reached rather high level, the observance and 
implementation of norms, as well as impartiality and detachment in the process 
of considering the cases in court or law enforcement bodies are still subject to 
improvement. Those insignificant changes introduced to the legislative instru-
ments and offers being considered by the dedicated committees of Verkhovna 
Rada, are mostly initiated by forums and certain representatives, so called third 
sector, but not by the representatives of parliamentary faction, without which, 
unfortunately, the entire complex of problems related to the Ukrainian external 
labour migration is not likely to be resolved. At the same time, public initiatives 
may turn (actually they are at the point of turning) into the first real steps on the 
way to the problem-solving, which hopefully will entail changes both in state 
employment policy and migration and demographic situation in Ukraine.  
 

Social and psychological challenges of reintegration of Ukrainian labour 
migrant 

Any of labour migrants, even the successful “missioners” (not even mentio-
ning ‘the disappointed one”) is not insured against such frequent “companions” 
of reconciliation process as loneliness, lack of self-confidence, irritation, distre-
ssful emotional experience, helplessness. Such conditions result from so called 
return culture shock, i.e. a special type of cultural change, which one undergoes 
on return home. In their narrations former labour migrants often express the fee-
ling of sorrow about the fact they are difficult to ‘fit in’ with a new way of li-
ving, to find appropriate “social niche”. Among the main “return shocks” mig-
rants mention the realisation of the stream of time. Since upon return home they 
are mainly in captivity of certain illusions: it seems to them that for the period 
of their absence time, if not stopped, did not effect life significantly on the who-
le. Bur reality appears to be much more severe than a person weary of nostalgia 
could fancy it [23].  



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

40 

Materials of in-depth interview allow distinguishing the following main so-
cial psychological challenges faced by a homecomer. 

 
1. Difficulties in (re)formation of family role structure, establishment of in-

teraction and recovery of emotional relationships with relatives. 
For example, for many migrants it is a great surprise that during their absen-

ce their small son or daughter has turned into a grown-up and is living his own 
life (after all, as all relatives and friends), that their household has succeeded in 
copying with keeping a house and they do not need any help, and they do not 
consider their mother (father) to be a mentor or adviser. However, labour mig-
rants (especially women) accustomed to living “without being involved in fami-
ly household duties” might not be eager to shoulder them back again. 

Migrants recount: “I want him to come, not for good, just to pay a visit. 
For two weeks. For three weeks. Just to visit me, to see the way I have settled, 
the way I am living, to see a flat and a car. I want to show him everything, to 
introduce him to all Italians I work for, because I have just wonderful families, 
three of them. I am a member of their families… I simply do not want to come 
back to Ukraine at the age of 45 and start a new business. The attitude to me is 
great, I am living in lovely conditions, I have everything and deny myself not-
hing, I visit fitness centre to keep my shape, go in for salsa, drive a car. I am en-
joying my life, in addition to that I help my children, family, so I keep my chin 
up. In general, I am an optimist. And as long as God gives me health, as much 
as I endure, I will stay there” (N., female, 10-year labour migration experience 
in Italy). 
  

2. Unemployment, absence of demand for professionals, discrimination 
For a former labour migrant it is often an overwhelming task to land a job, 

complying with his requests and meeting his expectations (to master in new pro-
fession). It is a problem to return to his previous profession, in which he had be-
en fulfilling himself for a long time: vacancies are missing, professional skills 
are lost, old knowledge is vanished, not saying a word about gaining new one. 
The special problem in this context is “ageism”: people “over 40” are refused 
employment even in case of law-paid jobs, requiring no special qualifications.  

Migrants recount:“Correspondingly I will not go to school, because school 
has moved forward as well. During those ten years I became degraded as a teac-
her. Because I should improve constantly, read a lot. I have fallen behind in this 
respect. Because if I read I read books in Italian. I read a lot in Italian, and I pre-
fer psychological books, and as far as the school curriculum is concerned, I ha-
ve been fallen behind greatly and I have no right just to go to school and teach 
children, I have to undergo additional training first. And to tell the truth, I have 
no desire. Because, our school has been changed. And I can’t see myself work-
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ing at school now. With the attitude towards teachers that is now, I would never 
go back to work at school. In view of disrespect, and everything else, when mo-
ney can buy everything” (N. female, 10-year labour migration experience in 
Italy). 

“I have not returned to my job (used to work as a teacher in the kindergarten 
- auth.) because of the low salary. I wanted to find any other job. I started with 
job ads, which I could do. And I faced a problem that having come back home 
at the age of 40 I am not suitable for any job, because I am an old dame. I had 
been looking for a job every day for two months. Somebody would call me. 
There were cases when the acquaintances of mine would call and tell about free 
vacancy of an administrator in a beauty salon. And I would come and the first 
question they would ask was about my age. As soon as I say that I am 40, they 
say that they are sorry, but... I was at the point of depression, I was failing, and 
it  started to irritate  me.  And I  went  to  Iskra plant.  I  went  there to  get  a  job.  I  
went with a friend, who was also in Italy and came back. So we both wanted to 
get employed. We were offered a job in the worst workshop... It was very hazar-
dous. And our age was not suitable again, they required employees under 35. 
We found one job ads, where the dishwasher was needed. And we turned there. 
And there again, they would apologize because they were looking for someone 
younger,  but  not  at  the  age  of  40.  And  then  I  lost  my  temper.  Because  in  my  
opinion a woman of 60 can do washing up, as long as the dishes are clean. You 
do not need anything. And it destroyed every hope of mine, got me down, beca-
use I experienced depression then, and I retreated into myself, I got locked in 
my room. Nobody approached me, because I could not put up with it… And 
what will happen when I turn 55; my sister is 53. ... I was found a job, our wo-
men, labour migrants I communicated with helped me” (L., female., 2-year la-
bour migration experience in Italy). 

  
3. Unrealised necessity for communication and support of people with simi-

lar social experience. 
If a person has nobody to share his problems, dreams, expectations with, 

and  there  is  nobody  with  similar  social  experience  and  status,  he  feels  herself  
“beyond society”. In this situation the migrant enters its culture as a latent mig-
rant. On the one hand, he is like others, but his way of thinking and felling dif-
fer from those of other people, even of his closest relatives. He feels as an ALI-
EN AMONG HIS RELATIVES. 

Migrants recount: “A  person  comes  back...  Lots  of  feelings.  Definitely.  
Who will he confide to? To those being the same as he is…  

For example, we were, and still are in need for assistance from Caritas, psy-
chologists, doctors and so on. And they undoubtedly need help from people, 
who understand reasons of such inadequacy. And they are treating the after-ef-



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

42 

fects. For that reason this community was established. Can you see it? It is a ti-
ny  link…  These  are  people  who  used  to  be  there  and  they  know  it.  Or  just  
prompt. At this stage what can a person confide? His most painful problems he 
has. This or that. Those people he confided to are able to take the next step to 
help him. For example, he has a problem and needs a psychologist, but he’s as-
hamed to admit it. The psychologist is needed. I know where to find one. And I 
can recommend him and arrange everything… There are public organizations 
dealing with it.  As a  matter  of  fact  he needs some time to have his  meals  and 
dwelling apart from his family and I know where to take this step. The others 
will take the next step” (I., male, 4-year labour migration experience in Italy, 
one of co-organizers of community of former labour migrants in Ukraine, jour-
nalist). 

As we can see, the reintegration of the former labour migrants is not going 
on smoothly. In this connection, we will attempt to distinguish several main (in 
our opinion) conditions that could essentially optimize the process of social and 
psychological rehabilitation of Ukrainian labour migrants upon the return.  

 
1. Availability of efficient social institutions. 
At present, there are different social institutions functioning both in Ukraine 

and beyond its borders, which deal with the settlement of problems associated 
with labour migration. Conventionally, they can be divided into the following 
groups: state social services; non-governmental organization; charitable funds. 
All of them exert external influence performing the function of organization that 
provides social help. At the same time, methods and models of work of the said 
social institutions differ from each other in some ways. Thus, state social servi-
ces treat a person who asks for help as a client (“patient”), who should be provi-
ded with specific (social, psychological, legal, and medical) services. Meanwhi-
le, non-governmental organizations and charitable funds more often resort to the 
method of “help for the purpose of self-help” based on the activation of a per-
son, its energetic involvement to the social and working life, motivation to the 
positive changes (labour migrant in this case acts as an active participant in the 
process of personal problems solving), so often they appeared to be more effici-
ent in dealing with former labour migrants. 

 
2. Development of structures of self-organization of labour migrants. 
The attempts to establish (self-organise) associations by the very labour mi-

grants have become a totally new phenomenon today. Self-development of such 
communities is at the initial stage, so the principles of the activity of such asso-
ciations have not been finally formed. Ann yet, we can be positive that such co-
mmunities are characterized by considerable social potential, since their partici-
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pants understand the problem “from the inside”, consequently there are more 
open and accessible for the surroundings.  

 
3. Accessibility of Law making process for non-governmental organizations 

through lobbying procedures and cooperation with dedicated committees of 
Verkhovna Rada. 

This method of interaction is intended to influence the situation on the mac-
ro level, which could result in the highest efficiency. Although, the future of the 
recent initiatives as to the possible introduction of the institute of lobbyist and 
lobbying associations for the purpose of the interaction with legislative authori-
ties in Ukraine by means of adoption of Law “On Lobbying” seems rather obs-
cure taking into consideration that such functions have been fulfilled for a long 
time by the particular circles close to the parliamentary fractions. Unfortunately, 
the lion’s share of the social draft laws is and will be disregarded in the future. 
Highly efficient work of legislative authority could serve as an initial condition 
while introducing the substantial changes to the existing regulatory framework. 

Of course, facilitation of the process of social and psychological rehabilita-
tion of the former labour migrant is a complicated task requiring first of all the 
very migrant’s desire for a fresh start. But, at the same time, it should be reali-
zed that: if one resolves to change its fate having returned home, he should not 
be alone with his problems; he would feel that society accept and encourage his 
choice.  

  
Final return or recurring emigration: instead of conclusion 

Under conditions of the global financial crisis, the social contradictions be-
come more acute; the societies accumulate anxiety and uncertainty in the future. 
Under these circumstances many Ukrainian labour migrants resolve in favour of 
coming back home.  

Arrival at a decision to come back does not mean, however, its automatical-
ly successful implementation, since the complete “cycle” of reintegration pro-
cess includes certain stages: arrival at a decision to come back home, it’s 
realization, it’s consequences.  Each stage of the cycle foresees certain obstacles 
for a labour migrant, and only surmounting of all “filters”, including response to 
the reintegration challenges, witnesses the final completion of the cycle. 
Otherwise, labour migrant will not be considered as the “former” one, appearing 
as a “potential” instead.  

The period of stay of the homecomers in Ukraine is directly proportional to 
the opportunities, conditions of habitation and stay in the territory of Ukraine, 
which migrants encounter in the course of implementation of their more or less 
successful attempt to come back. Creation of the “friendly” legal environment 
in Ukraine could influence the duration and frequency of the cycles of migrants’ 
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stay at home and abroad, and become temporary transient stage on the ways to 
ensuring the attractive conditions of stay and employment of the citizens at ho-
me on a constant basis without going abroad. At the same time, it does not seem 
expedient to award the separate status to the Ukrainian citizens in the territory 
of Ukraine due to the fact that practically all the situations the Ukrainian mig-
rant encounters upon his return to Ukraine have been duly regulated by the legi-
slation of Ukraine. Unfortunately, the “quality” of implementation of appropri-
ate norms and regulations in situ by the respective executive authorities remains 
improper. 

Officially, Ukraine does not welcome labour migration due to the deficien-
cy in labour force and protection of the national interests; at the same time, our 
country does not pay enough attention to the creation of competitive (if compa-
red to those abroad, even illegal) working conditions. Impossibility to keep and 
interest its potential migrant in work in Ukraine is a part of the problem of non-
recognition by the state of the very phenomenon of labour migration in general 
as an influential factor of creation of demographic, economic, social and cultu-
ral and political image of the country. The situations is being complicated by the 
fact that according to the analytics, in the nearest future Ukraine is going to ex-
perience both deficiency in labour force and influx of foreigners, who are likely 
to change Ukrainians on free work places. In terms of this context, the follow-
ing question arises: will it not be more expedient under such conditions to enco-
urage own citizens (whose education was funded by the state) to return to their 
native country?   

One of the effective responses to these and other challenges of Ukrainian la-
bour migration, in our opinion, could consist in active implementation of the 
model of so called circulating migration, which foresees employment by the pa-
rticular employer abroad with periodic to home country. This model is efficient 
in practice, first of all in the terms of development of transborder cooperation, 
though it is happening against the unwillingness of Ukraine to acknowledge its 
efficiency.  

The existing state of affairs in the field of Ukrainian external labour migra-
tion could also essentially be improved by active participation of the appropriate 
social agencies or charitable funds in the migrants’ lives. However, even these 
structures do not always display readiness to facilitate reintegration of labour 
migrants, in particular in connection with the fact that western grantor mainly 
orient non-governmental organizations towards the counteraction to human traf-
ficking and assistance to refugees, and do not see acute need in delivering social 
and legal services to the “usual” labour migrants. Keeping that in mind, “Caritas 
Ukraine” International Charitable Fund has already initiated several projects 
aimed at the successful reintegration of labour migrants upon their return (Net-
work of partner organizations Solidarity, ERSO 2) and projects oriented towards 
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the study of legal aspects of migration (BrainNet-working). We are convinced 
that such type of projects will be able to provide actual support to the Ukrainian 
labour migrants, protect their rights, as well as to lobby further improvement of 
Ukrainian legislation, giving Ukrainians a chance to live and work within the 
frameworks of legal basis - both in Ukraine and beyond its borders.  
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The article is dedicated to the solving of the institutionalization of the poli-

tical parties in the Republic of Moldova. The institutionalization of the parties is 
a multi-plan project, which consists of their evolution into a group of function-
ing structures and organizations. The authors accent the functioning of the Co-
mmunist Party of the Republic of Moldova, which had been governing the Repu-
blic of Moldova for the past 8 years. The process of the parties’ institutionaliza-
tion is looked at through a prism of the members’ attitudes – random, activists 
and functionary. Based on a social study, motives, possibilities and advantages 
of the parties’ membership are analyzed, also questions based on the work with-
in the party and its work with the voters are answered. A comparative analysis 
also takes place within this article. The main topic of these analyses is the com-
parison of the survey’s results which took place in 2005-2006; the survey itself 
was taken by the party functionaries and the independent experts. 

The parliament elections from 2009 and the transition of the communist pa-
rty into the opposition have led to a configuration of the party-parliament rep-
resentation. This is why the communist party must search and learn new effecti-
ve ways of working as and oppositional party. 
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SEMNIFICA IILE CÂMPULUI POLITIC  
ÎN CONDI IILE TRANSFORM RILOR DEMOCRATICE.  

DIMENSIUNI ALE PUTERII I OPOZI IEI 
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Republica Moldova, Chi in u, Universitatea de Stat din Moldova, Facultatea 
Rela ii Interna ionale, tiin e Politice i Administrative, Catedra tiin e Politice 
Doctor habilitat în tiin e politice, profesor 

 
This article discusses the problems of the modern political field, including 

the transition to a democratic society acts as a medium of political phenomena, 
political power, political institutions and organizations. In this field occupy im-
portant place relations between the government and opposition forces. These 
relations are, by nature and its consequences are entirely dependent on the abi-
lity of the political field, from its physical and functional state. Based on the re-
alities of the political field of the Republic of Moldova, as well as from the state 
of relations between government and opposition forces are allocated a number 
of features. 

First, the mechanism of interaction between the political field and the acti-
vities of government and opposition forces over the past 18 years the Republic 
of Moldova permeated many contradictions objects. Secondly, if countries with 
a consolidated democracy, power and the opposition are in a natural relation-
ship for the benefit and progress of all socio-political fields, in countries such 
as Moldova, these forces interact to be mutually exclusive and that undermine 
the ability of the field. Third, the relationship between government and opposi-
tion in the Republic of Moldova is very different in nature and of such relations 
in entral and Eastern Europe. The latter has already complied with the prob-
lem of transition to democracy and adopted by the European Union. Fourth, the 
instability of the Moldovan political field has grown even more with the events 
of April 7, 2009, as well as the loss of the Communist Party of Moldova for ear-
ly parliamentary elections (July 2009). After the election, the former communist 
rule was the opposition, and the former democratic opposition came to power, 
forming the Alliance for European integration. Fifth, the ongoing clashes bet-
ween the government and the Communist opposition undermine the functionali-
ty of the political field and the fact that the latter opposed the election of the 
President. She did not participate in voting in connection with which, and the 
question arose as early parliamentary elections (which may not be before July 
2010). Sixth, in the context of authoritarian forms of Communist opposition to 
the present liberal-democratic government has sometimes contradictory behavi-
or with respect to current realities. It lags behind the activism of the opposition. 
In the seventh, the relationship between government and opposition are deter-
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mined not only by their positions in the political field, but also resources (capi-
tal) they have in other fields: economic, social, cultural, informational, scienti-
fic, etc. 

 
Câmpul politic actual, inclusiv în tranzi ie spre democra ie, ca spa iu i sfer  

de localizare i func ionare a fenomenelor politice (puterii, institu iilor i orga-
niza iilor socio-politice, grupurilor de presiune), de desf urare a proceselor i 
rela iilor politice, de lansare i materializare a ideilor, teoriilor i lozincilor poli-
tice, joac  un rol cheie în sistemul social general de câmp. În cadrul dimensiu-
nilor de câmp politic se iau i se realizeaz  decizii, se implementeaz i se pro-
moveaz  interese, scopuri, voin e, imagini ce vizeaz  toate domeniile vie ii so-
ciale, modurile de via i activitate a indivizilor, a actorilor i agen ilor sociali, 
mentalitatea i comportamentul acestora, gradul lor de cultur  politic . În acest 
context, câmpul, dup  P.Bourdieu, este un sistem specific de leg turi obiective 
între diferite pozi ii, aflate în alian  sau în conflict, în concuren  sau în coope-
rare, determinate în mod social i în mare m sur  independente de starea fizic  
a indivizilor care ocup  aceste pozi ii [1, 18]. Acest ra ionament îl raport m în 
special la câmpul politic ca spa iu de manifestare a anumitor for e i al rela iilor 
obiective între aceste for e care se impun tuturor ce p trund în câmpul respectiv. 
Savantul consider  câmpul politic simultan drept câmp de for e i câmp de lupt  
îndreptat spre schimbarea corela iei dintre aceste for e, fapt ce determin  struc-
tura câmpului dat în orice moment, capacit ile lui de func ionare, îns i interio-
rizarea, exteriorizarea i reproducerea energiei sociale în limitele acestuia. Por-
nind de aici, a cunoa te caracterul, con inutul i forma de impunere a câmpului 
politic este o condi ie sine qua non în elaborarea i lansarea conceptelor i mo-
delelor sistemului politic, organiza iei politice, în analiza aspectelor statice i di-
namice ale acesteia, evenimentelor sociopolitice ale societ ii. Or, aceste conce-
pte, modele, aspecte, evenimente întotdeauna sunt localizate în anumite coordo-
nate spa iale (de câmp) i, totodat , au menirea de a le men ine intacte sau de a 
le modifica, de a p stra sau de a schimba necesit ile, utilit ile i avantajele ac-
torilor i agen ilor ce activeaz  în cadrul acestor spa ii.   

Dat fiind c , câmpul politic este spa iul manifest rii diferitelor for e sociale: 
oficiale i neoficiale, formale i informale, conflictuale i cooperante, un rol de-
osebit în acest sens apar ine rela iei putere – opozi ie. Atare rela ie, prin caracte-
rul, impactul i consecin ele ei, depinde întru totul de capacit ile câmpului poli-
tic, de starea lui fizic i func ional . De aceea,  problematica putere – opozi ie, 
privit  în dimensiuni de câmp politic, ca factor analitic i ca sintez , este una de 
importan  major  atât din punct de vedere teoretic, cât i practic. Ast zi, spre 
regret, constat m c  aceast  sintez  nu i-a g sit deocamdat  o valorificare ade-
cvat  în literatura de specialitate din Republica Moldova, ceea ce se r sfrânge 
ca un deficit valoric nu numai asupra spa iului tiin ific al domeniului respectiv, 
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ci i asupra rela iilor politice, a reglement rilor sociale, a comportamentului gu-
vernan ilor i opozi iei. În acest sens e necesar a identifica conexiunile de tip 
câmp politic – rela ie putere-opozi ie, a specifica con inutul acestor conexiuni în 
condi iile Republicii Moldova, a demonstra i evalua perspectivele lor posibile, 
motiv care a i determinat alegerea tematicii acestui studiu. 

Pornind de la realit ile câmpului politic moldovenesc i, respectiv, de la re-
la iile în cadrul acestuia între putere i opozi ie, propunem unele sugestii la te-

.  
În primul rând, îns i mecanismul de leg tur  între parametrii de câmp poli-

tic i activitatea guvern rilor i opozi iei de pe parcursul celor optsprezece ani 
de independen  a statului Republica Moldova este p truns de multiple impedi-
mente atât de natur  obiectiv , cât i subiectiv . Mai întâi, noul stat a purces la 
edificarea sa i la consolidarea independen ei sale f  a dispune de o experien  
istoric  în ce prive te atributele statale. Plus la aceasta, câmpul guvern rii, care 
dispune de pârghiile cheie ale puterii, indiferent de coloratura sa politic , a fost 
i r mâne în urma imperativelor timpului, instabil, f  capacit i reale de a asi-

gura integritatea teritorial  a statului. Aceasta se refer  pe deplin i la fosta gu-
vernare comunist  care pe parcurs,  de i  a  încercat  o  politic  intern i  extern  
activ  (dar preponderent imitativ ), în particular, a sus inut unele m suri noi de 
solu ionare a conflictului transnistrean (de exemplu, introducerea formatului 
„5+2”), a r mas a fi ineficient , chiar deficitar  la capitolul rezultate. Astfel, câ-
mpul fizic al statului, suportul s u material-teritorial de la începuturi pân  în 
prezent este ciopâr it, divizat ca urmare a incapacit ii guvernan ilor de a pro-
mova o politic  consecvent  fa  de manifest rile separatismului din raioanele 
de est ale rii, de apari ia i consolidarea aici, cu ajutorul for elor din exterior, a 
enclavei r.m.n., cu atribute statale de facto, îns  nerecunoscut  pe plan interna i-
onal de iure. 

În acest r stimp n-a fost la nivelul cerin elor timpului nici opozi ia.  Ea, cu 
unele excep ii (opozi ia for elor liberale), a fost în mare parte dezbinat , n-a co-
ntribuit la careva progrese reale în prosperarea rii, inclusiv în solu ionarea co-
nflictului  transnistrean,  care  a  dezbinat  marele  câmp  al  rii.  Opozi ia,  de i  a  
propus formula „3 D” pentru raioanele de est ale rii, adic  demilitarizarea, de-
criminalizarea i democratizarea zonei respective, a fost slab , ineficient  la ca-
pitolul solu ion rii conflictului i  reîntregirii statului. 

În al doilea rând, dac  în rile cu democra ie avansat  guvernarea i opozi-
ia sunt considerate drept for e ce se afl  preponderent într-o interac iune i inte-

rdependen  fireasc  pentru binele i progresul întregului câmp sociopolitic, pe-
ntru dep irea situa iilor acute de criz i conflict social i, respectiv, pentru sta-
bilizarea socioeconomic i politic  a societ ii, atunci în rile de tipul Moldo-
vei, aflate în tranzi ie paralizant , cu abateri frecvente în promovarea cursului 
politic de reformare a societ ii, aceste for e de cele mai multe ori se exclud re-
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ciproc, ceea ce submineaz  capacit ile câmpului politic. În primul grup de ri, 
unde este asigurat  stabilitatea social , dimensiunea func ional  a câmpului po-
litic, întruchipat  în rela ia putere-opozi ie, de obicei coincide cu cea fizic , geo-
grafic  a statului. Aici chiar i în condi iile grele ale factorului geografic, terito-
rial puterea dispune de influen , autoritate, capacit i i resurse ce compenseaz  
lipsurile de natur  fizic  ale câmpului politic. Aceasta se datoreaz  în mare m -
sur  opozi iei politice care, prin activitatea sa, contribuie la men inerea gradului 
de vitalitate a partidului de guvern mânt, la dinamizarea dezvolt rii rii. Exis-
ten a opozi iei este o condi ie indispensabil  pentru auto-manifestarea for elor 
sociale nemul umite de ac iunile guvern rii, pentru semnalarea nereu itelor ce-
lor ce conduc, ceea ce contribuie substan ial la ra ionalizarea transform rilor so-
ciopolitice, la prevenirea abuzului de putere, înc lc rii drepturilor i libert ilor 
civile i politice ale cet enilor. 

Invers, în unele spa ii politice post-sovietice, în care tranzi ia spre democra-
ie în mod artificial se t neaz  deja aproape dou  decenii, exist  o discorda-

 v dit  între dimensiunile func ional i fizic  de câmp. Aici între func ional 
i fizic apar paradoxuri frecvente ce in de limitarea perimetrului de ac iune i 

influen  a puterii i opozi iei, de r spândire a autorit ii unor lideri, partide etc. 
pe teritoriul rii, îndeosebi in spa iile cu for e secesioniste, fapt confirmat i de 
practica Republicii Moldova. În raioanele din stânga Nistrului guvernarea de la 
Chi in u, la fel ca i opozi ia, aproape c  nu se bucur  de influen . Majoritatea 
popula iei din aceast  regiune, chiar i din satele subordonate ordinii de drept a 
Republicii Moldova, deja nu manifest  încredere fa  de conducerea i opozi ia 
moldovean , sa decep ionat, nu vede în ele for e cu adev rat capabile s  urgen-
teze solu ionarea conflictului. Aceast  stare de lucruri, acest climat politic, timp 
îndelungat este determinat i de lipsa unui dialog politic constructiv, eficient înt-
re putere i opozi ie, dialog care s  fie permanent actualizat. În condi iile Mol-
dovei un astfel de dialog mult timp nu a fost posibil din cauza intereselor îngus-
te i ambi iilor nes toase în special a for elor de guvern mînt, fapt ce a conse-
rvat un grad înalt de instabilitate a câmpului politic. 

În al treilea rând, rela ia putere-opozi ie în contextul câmpului politic mol-
dovenesc se deosebe te substan ial i de cea din rile ex-socialiste ale Europei 
Centrale i de Est care deja au realizat obiectivele tranzi iei democratice i au 
aderat la Uniunea European . Dac  în aceste ri, indiferent de condi ii, inclusiv 
de criz  acut , între scopurile i mijloacele de activitate a opozi iei i de colabo-
rare a ei cu guvernul nu sunt abateri serioase de la normal, se conduc i unii i 
al ii de un sistem moderat de valori, de principiile vestice de rela ii „ce au un ca-
racter  nu atât  de împotrivire  cât  de dialog constructiv” [2,  55],  de respectare a  
compromisului i consensului politic care s  men in  stabilitatea social , apoi în 
Republica Moldova fenomenul colabor rii este foarte controversat. Aici nici gu-
vernarea i nici opozi ia nu au con tientizat pe deplin c  ei sunt în egal  m sur  
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responsabili de stabilitatea societ ii, c  opunerea lor politic  deschis i perma-
nent , cu frecvente înc lc ri ale regulilor de joc, aduce doar prejudicii interese-
lor na ionale ale rii, submineaz  bazele juridice, economice i politice ale câ-
mpului politic.  

Colaborarea de pân  acum, în stil moldovenesc, între guvernare i opozi ie, 
foarte rar i paradoxal , a urm rit mai mult scopuri de conjunctur . A a a fost 
în aprilie 2005, în urma alegerilor parlamentare, când guvernarea comunist  a 
mers la consens cu opozi ia democratic  doar pentru a atinge scopul alegerii în-

 pe un termen a comunistului V.Voronin în calitate de ef al statului. Acest 
consens viza din partea opozi iei un ir de revendic ri la adresa guvern rii,  dar 
care pe parcurs a a i nu sau realizat pe deplin. La acest capitol consensul a r -
mas nevalorificat, n-au fost întreprinse m suri insistente de actualizare a lui nici 
din partea opozi iei i cu atât mai mult, din partea guvern rii. 

În al patrulea rînd, instabilitatea câmpului politic a crescut i mai mult odat  
cu evenimentele din 7 aprilie 2009 (ini iate i regizate de c tre for ele ce- i do-
reau men inerea cu orice pre  a putrerii), precum i cu pierderea de c tre Parti-
dul Comuni tilor a alegerilor parlamentare anticipate din iulie 2009. Dup  aces-
te alegeri fosta guvernare comunist  a devenit opozi ie i invers, fosta opozi ie 
democratic , institu ionalizat  în «Alian a pentru Integrare European », a ajuns 
la putere. În asemenea circumstan e între for ele sus-men ionate a început o faz  
anevoioas  a confrunt rilor procedurale marcate pe de o parte de ini iative i ac-
tivit i ale Alian ei de a exercita func iile de conducere, iar pe de alt  parte de 

narea artificial  de c tre opozi ia comunist  a procesului de constituire a 
frac iunii sale, a recunoa teri înfrângerii sale la alegeri i a statutului s u de opo-
zi ie, de negare a Alian ei ca for  de guvern mînt, de tentativa de destr mare a 
acesteia prin convorbiri separate cu fiecare reprezentan  a partidelor puterii, de 
aspira ia spre o nou  alian , de stânga-centru, împreun  cu Partidul Democrat. 
În cadrul acestor confrunt ri frac iunea comunist  se manifest  extrem de ofen-
siv, efectuiaz  un presing permanent asupra guvern rii, o critic  destructiv  a 
oric ror  m suri  ce  vin  din  partea  AIE,  pentru  a  le  bloca,  a  le  denatura  în  fa a  
opiniei publice. 

În al cincilea rând, confrunt rile actuale între guvernan i i opozi ie submi-
neaz  func ionalitatea câmpului politic al rii i din considerentul c  a fost pus  
în joc problema alegerii efului statului, ca una principial  în evolu ia de mai 
departe a statului i societ ii. Opozi ia comunist  chiar din start sa pronun at 
împotriva alegerii candidaturii AIE, domnului M.Lupu, la func ia de pre edinte 
al rii, boicotînd atât primul, cât i al doilea tur al alegerilor, desf urate respe-
ctiv la 10 noiembrie i 7 decembrie 2009. Pe parcursul acestor evenimente dl 
V.Voronin a declarat c  frac iunea pe care el o reprezint  e deschis  pentru dia-
log, îns  cu condi ia s  fie anulat  alegerea dlui M.Ghimpu în func ia de speaker 
al Parlamentului. Totodat , unii reprezentan i ai frac iunii comuniste au consi-



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

74 

derat necesar  participarea la alegeri, dar n-au participat, cauza fiind în opinia 
noastr  dictatura în partid, numit  de c tre comuni ti „disciplin ”. Al i reprezen-
tan i ai aceste-i frac iuni au opinat c  alegerile parlamentare anticipate au deve-
nit inevitabile din motivul c  AIE i candidatura sa la postul de ef al statului nu 
fac fa  cerin elor. Dup  ei unica ans i posibilitate de a le ocoli, ratat  de gu-
vernarea liberal-democrat , a fost alegerea la acest post a candidatului frac iunii 
majoritare. Astfel, opozia a preferat i continu  s  prefere tactica antajului în 
rela ii cu Alian a, s  nu i-a în considera ie condi iile de criz  în care se afl ara, 
manifest  interese axate strict pe ob inerea posturilor, pe revitalizarea metodelor 
autoritar-comuniste de influen . Îns i cerin ele opozi iei comuniste de a ob ine 
avantaje maxime pentru sine nu se însriu ast zi în pretinsele lor rela ii de natur  
demoratic  cu guvernarea, fiindc  majoritatea membrilor frac iunii comuniste 
sunt domina i de mentalitatea autoritar , de atitudini i comportamente la fel de 
autoritare. Democratice la ei r mîn doar declara iile. Mai degrab  astfel de ceri-

e pot corespunde rela iilor opozi iei cu guvernarea în rile cu democra ie con-
solidat , unde între aceste for e deja exist  tradi ii de conlucrare civilizat  pent-
ru binele rii. 

În al aselea rând, în contextul manifest rilor preponderent autoritare ale 
opozi iei comuniste, guvernarea liberal-democrat  are un comportament contra-
dictoriu fa  de realit ile din ar . Pe de o parte, în poten ialul valoric a celor ce 
conduc observ m coeren , clarviziune, estimare la justa valoare a condi iilor 
complicate de criz  în care sa pomenit statul i societatea, unitate între cuvânt i 
fapt , sensiblizarea factorului extern în vederea sus inerii cursului democratic al 
Republicii Moldova. Pe de alt  parte, lipsa de experien  în desf urarea unor 
rela ii active cu opozi ia, r mânerea în urm  fa  de inten iile i ac iunile aceste-
ia, face guvernarea s  fie pasiv , nesigur  în promovarea programului s u. Mai 
mult, în cadrul Alian ei exist i unele disonan e de opinii, chiar ciocniri interli-
deriale pentru putere, în special la nivel de partid (de exemplu, în rîndurile Par-
tidului „Moldova Noastr ”). Totodat , Alian a nu se distinge prin originalitate 
fa  de opozi ie,  unii  reprezentan i  ai  s i  nu se deosebesc de cei  din frac iunea 
comunist  nici prin exprim ri, nici prin limbaj, nici prin comportament. 

Desigur, acest argument poate avea i alte semnifica ii i conota ii interpre-
tative, în sens c  pentu a înregistra careva realiz ri în lupta cu oponen ii trebuie 

 te folose ti în limite ra ionale i de unele metode a lor de activitate. Or, acea-
st  modalitate demn  de urmat nu trebuie absolutizat , fiindc  în cazul unor 
eventuale insuccese ri ti s  pierzi din încrederea i sus inerea electoratului, sim-
patizan ilor, iar în ultima instan  chiar s i pui în pericol legitimitatea.  

Guvernarea actual  deocamdat  nu este îndeajuns de combativ i consec-
vent  în lupta cu oponen ii, nu face fa  atacurilor (de fapt ei trebuie s  fie ata-
catorii) din partea opozi iei comuniste. Drept r spuns la aceste atacuri Alian ei îi 
sunt necesare nu doar declara ii, ci i proiecte i, bineîn eles, fapte temeinic ar-
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gumentate tiin ific, raportate la maximum la specificul rii. Acestea trebuie s  
fie în elese, atractive, benefice pentru întreaga popula ie i, desigur, s  contribu-
ie la ie irea cît mai ra ional posibil  din criza economic i social .  

În al aptelea rând, rela iile de putere i, respectiv, de influen  între actorii / 
agen ii guvernamentali, pe de o parte, i cei din opozi ie, pe de alt  parte, sunt 
determinate nu doar de pozi iile pe care ei le de in în cadrul câmpului politic, ci 
i de resursele (capitalurile) ce le revin în celelalte câmpuri: economic, social, 

cultural, informa ional, tiin ific etc. În acest context P.Bourdieu sublinia c  di-
ferite tipuri de capital reprezint  în felul lor puterea asupra anumitui câmp, pute-
rea asupra mijloacelor de producere, asupra mecanismelor de stabilire a unor ca-
tegorii de bunuri, asupra veniturilor. Capitalurile economic, social, cultural, si-
mbolic (numit de obicei prestigiu, reputa ie) determin   pozi ia agentului în spa-
iul social i respectiv întruchipeaz  puterea lui în orice câmp (inclusiv politic - 

V.S.), ansele de câ tig în acest câmp [1, 56-57]. Aceste tipuri de capital, ref-
lectînd pozi iile agentului în diferite câmpuri privind împ irea puterii cu al i 
agen i, sunt percepute i recunoscute ca legitime. Pornind de aici, câmpul politic 
poate fi considerat drept un spa iu multidimensional de pozi ii ale agen ilor ce 
depind de un sistem complex de coordonate a c ror importan ine de caracte-
rul corel rii lor. În acest spa iu, men ioneaz  P.Bourdieu; agen ii se împart dup  
dou  dimensiuni: a) conform volumului general de capitaluri de care ei dispun; 
b) conform îmbin rii acestor capitaluri i, respectiv, greut ii specifice a diferi-
tor tipuri de capital [1, 58]. 

Desigur, capacit ile de capital a celor ce conduc i a celor condu i sunt di-
ferite dup  volum i caracter, fapt ce determin i posibilit i diferite de influen-

 asupra func ionalit ii i maturit ii câmpului lor politic de manifestare. La rî-
ndul s u acesta din urm , acumulând necesarul valoric de existen i consolidâ-
ndu- i parametrii func ionali sub influen a câmpurilor de alt  natur , î i extinde 
aria de manifestare i influen  asupra lor, de penetrare în specificul acestor câ-
mpuri, i ceea ce e foarte important, de îmbinare i conlucrare cu ele. Asemenea 
raporturi între câmpul politic i alte câmpuri sociale de obicei sunt generatoare 
de rela ii democratice, stabile între putere i opozi ie, fapt urm rit în statele care 
deja au realizat obiectivele tranzi iei spre democra ie. Cît prive te statele cu aba-
teri frecvente spre autoritarism la capitolul transform rilor democratice, cu ten-
din e de dictat a câmpului politic i respectiv de diminuare a autonomiei altor 
câmpuri sociale, a specificului lor valoric, aici se produce politizarea acestora 
[3, 293], apare fenomenul tension rii rela ionale între putere i opozi ie. În ast-
fel de condi ii influen a câmpului politic asupra câmpurilor non-politice le face 
pe acestea din urm  s  devin  cvazicâmpuri economice, sociale, culturale, edu-
ca ionale, tiin ifice, simbolice etc., s  se transforme în câmpuri cu element pre-
ponderent politic, chiar complet denaturate în compara ie cu starea lor ini ial  
de apari ie i devenire. Pornind de aici, este denaturat îns i raportul dintre cere-
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re i ofert  în sfera câmpului politic, dar i în celelalte sfere de câmp social, ce-
ea ce se observ  în special în condi iile Republicii Moldova. 

Fosta guvernare comunist  a comis serioase devieri, abateri i chiar regrese 
în toate câmpurile sociale. Ne referim mai întâi la câmpul economic care în pe-
rioada 2001-2009 n-a f cut fa  cerin elor economiei de pia . Politica economi-

 a partidului de guvern mînt nu a fost una consecvent i principial  în pro-
movarea reformelor economice. Mai mult, aceast  politic  a fost p truns  de 
standarde duble, de declara ii de genul „ ara se afl  într-o permanent  cre tere 
economic , a produsului intern brut, într-o modernizare i prosperare a tuturor 
ramurilor economiei na ionale”. În realitate, îns , economia a devenit degradan-

, sa pomenit c tre jum tatea a doua a anului 2009 într-un puternic deficit fina-
nciar. Totodat , drept rezultat al standardelor duble, guvernarea sus inea econo-
mic mai mult raioanele conduse de reprezentan ii Partidului Comuni tilor. Mul i 
agen i economici din diferite ramuri, în special din cea a construc iei, incomozi 
guvern rii, erau adu i la o stare de ruinare sau lipsi i de unit ile economice, sub 
motivul c  n-au reziztat în fa a concuren ei. În cei opt ani de guvernare comuni-
st , cu sus inerea acesteia, fie latent  sau deschis , sa produs o monopolizare a 
unor ramuri întregi a economiei na ionale. Pozi iile cheie în cadrul lor apar ine-
au reprezentan ilor sau simpatizan ilor Partidului Comuni tilor. 

O situa ie alarmant  sa creat i în cadrul câmpului social. Politic  social , 
declarat  de c tre guvernarea comunist  drept o politic  de orientare strict soci-
al , era în realitate pentru majoritatea segmentelor sociale ale societ ii o politi-

 de supravie uire. Altfel nici nu poate fi în condi iile cînd majorarea salariilor, 
pensiilor, indemniza iilor pentru absoluta majoritate a popula iei era doar sim-
bolic  în compara ie cu cre terea pre urilor la m rfuri, la acelea i servicii socia-
le. O asemenea stare de lucruri a devalorizat efortul social a multor categorii so-
ciale, reprezentan ii c rora, aproximativ un milion de cet eni, au p sit ara în 

utarea surselor de existen . În astfel de condi ii guvernarea c uta i g sea 
sprijin social în rândurile acelor p turi care puteau fi din plin manipulate, în spe-
cial aten ia fiind orientat  spre veterani. Nu întîmpl tor unul din primele decrete 
a ex-Pre edintelui V.Voronin a fost adresat veteranilor. Desigur, manipularea se 

cea întru sus inerea Partidului Comuni tilor pentru a provoca nemul umiri ale 
popula iei fa  de opozi ia democratic , considerat  drept vinovat  de eventuale-
le insuccese ale guvern rii. Atare metode de lupt  împotriva opozi iei nu puteau 
decît s  denatureze îns i substan a, caracterul câmpului social. Natura acestui 
câmp se înscria plenar în mecanismul unei ra ionalit i sociale limitate, cînd pe 
de o parte problemele sociale nu pot fi solu ionate într-un mod optim din cauza 
frustr rii componentelor realit ii de c tre con tiin , iar pe de alt  parte se for-
meaz  solu ii i atitudini satisf toare, imposibile de a fi în cazul unor puterni-
ce disonan e cognitive f  impactul „ra ionalit ii limitate” [4, 168]. Anume 
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popula ia manipulat  prefer  a se concentra la acele aspecte ale situa ie sale care 
permit „ra ionalit ile limitate”, ac iuni „ra ionale” paradoxale. 

În linii generale a dec zut i sfera culturii. Acel câmp cultural, acele valori 
spirituale chemate s  determine gradul de competen  în societate, inclusiv co-
mpeten  politic , s  se impun  drept criteriu sintetic de maturitate a socialului 
în general i a politicului în particular, au devenit deficitare la capitolul valorifi-

rii. Aproape toate m surile guvern rii comuniste întru sus inerea câmpului cu-
ltural (de exemplu, reconstruc ia m stirilor, bisericilor, muzeelor, caselor de 
cultur , sprijinul acordat teatrelor etc.) nu aveau un caracter firesc, ci de conjun-
ctur , erau supuse strict scopului de acumulare a capitalului cultural pentru a i 
asigura intacte pozi iile câmpului puterii. În acest sens elita conduc toare recur-
gea chiar la tactica dezbin rii activit ii în comun a oamenilor de crea ie (de 
exemplu, crearea i existen a a dou  Uniuni ale scriitorilor din Moldova), la sus-
inerea unor oameni de crea ie împotriva altora. Astfel de cazuri nu sunt altceva 

decît tentative de politizare a câmpului cultural, fapt ce devalorizeaz  menirea 
propri-zis  a acestuia. 

Din cauza guvern rii comuniste a avut de suferit i cîmpul educa ional al -
rii care cuprinde activitatea colii de toate gradele. Acea reform  a sistemului de 
înv mânt din republic  ce se desf oar  in ultimii cinci ani în conformitate cu 
procesul Bologna întru implementarea standardelor europene de instruire a a i 
na fost sus inut  cu adev rat de câmpul puterii în persoana factorului de decizie. 
Aici iar constat m o discordan  evident  între declara ii i fapte. Pe de o parte 
guvernarea a salutat procesul de modernizare a sistemului de înv mînt din a-

, chiar a elaborat i adoptat Legea despre înv mânt, dar pe de alt  parte tot 
ea a întreprins m suri de blocare a acestui proces. În particular sa decis de a re-
duce la minimum instruirea prin contract în institu iile superioare de înv mînt 
de stat i de a asigura înv mântul gratuit. Aceast  m sur  populist  a guvern -
rii a avut consecin e grave pentru coala superioar  din republic . Mai întîi sta-
tul n-a fost în stare de a între ine de unul singur sistemul de înv mînt superior. 
Prin atitudinea sa arbitrar  fa  de înv mânt factorul de decizie a condus la o 
reducere brusc  substan ial  a admiterii în institu iile de înv mânt superior, la 
plecarea multor tineri peste hotarele rii pentru a c ta studii, fapt ce demonst-
reaz  o înc lcare a dreptului omului la înv tur  în propriul stat. Totodat , au 
fost reduse multe cadre calificate din rândul profesorilor, iar al ii, în majoritate 
tineri, cu o preg tire avansat  în domeniu, nemul umi i de condi iile în care sa 
pomenit coala superioar , de salariile mici i de lipsa de perspectiv , au p sit 
ara. 

O leg tur  direct  cu câmpul educa ional o are câmpul tiin ei care la fel a 
fost supus la o grea încercare. Rela ia acestuia cu câmpul politic, în special al 
puterii, este în cazul Republicii Moldova una deformat , lipsit  de reciprocitate. 
De i factorul politic de decizie a luat unele m suri de sus inere a tiin ei (în par-
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ticular a fost adoptat Codul tiin ei), acestea n-au contribuit la o redresare radi-
cal  a situa iei în câmpul tiin ei. Ne referim îndeosebi la tiin a universitar  ca-
re a a i nu dispune de un suport material i financiar adecvat pentru dezvoltare. 
Savan ii din cadrul universit ilor, profesorii universitari, care conform func iei 
se impun într-o dubl  ipostaz , de savant i de cadru didactic, se afl  într-o stare 
material  deplorabil , cu un salariu care doar acoper  co ul minim de consum, 
fapt ce a frînat considerabil procesul tiin ific. A face tiin  doar la entuziazm 
ast zi a devenit un nonsens. Prosperarea tiin ei necesit  nu numai entuziazm, ci 
i stimul ri i motiv ri conjugate, complexe (materiale, morale, sociale, politice 

etc.) ale savan ilor care s  alimenteze i s  actualizeze în activitatea acestora 
atât necesarul, cît i utilul, favorabilul, avantajul, adic  s  cointereseze pe larg 
efortul cercet rii. Credem c  actuala majorare a salariilor cadrelor didactice, sa-
van ilor va schimba întru-câtva situa ia în domeniul tiin ei universitare, ceea ce 
va ra ionaliza i procesul de înv mânt. Doar tiin a i instruirea sunt doi piloni 
fundamentali ai sistemului de înv mînt care se dezvolt i se auto-realizeaz  
cu succes numai împreun . 

O problem  serioas  a interac iunii câmpului tiin ei i câmpului puterii este 
cea a revendic rii rezultatelor tiin ifice în domeniul politic. Ast zi, la mai bine 
de optsprezece ani de existen  a statului Republica Moldova, tiin ele sociale, 
inclusiv cele politice, înc  nu i-au g sit locul i nu i-au demonstrat rolul lor 
adecvat în câmpul social general al societ ii care s  contribuie real la ra ionali-
zarea activit ii politice, inclusiv la reglementarea  procesului social în ansam-
blu i politic în particular. Desigur, cauza ine nu numai de problemele interne 
ale tiin elor sociale cu care se confrunt  speciali tii în domeniu, ci i de atitudi-
nea puterii fa  de aceste tiin e. Cu regret absoluta magoritate a recomand rilor 
care vin din partea tiin elor sociale (în timpul sus inerii tezelor de doctorat, de-
sf ur rii conferin elor i simpozioanelor tiin ifice, public rii materialelor tiin-
ifice) r mân nerevendicate de c tre putere. Aceasta din urm  are interese i am-

bi ii care deseori vin în contradic ie cu orice critici la adresa sa, mai ales cu ace-
lea ce in de necesitatea transform rii radicale a activit ii politice. În acest con-
text factorul de decizie adesea recurge la m suri tradi ionale de sus inere i în-
curajare a acelor „savan i” care în schimbul ob inerii unor titluri triin ifice sau 
decora ii  sunt  în  stare  s  distrug  în  sine  ra ionalul,  convingerea  politic i  s  
sprijine cu abnega ie guvernarea, în afara oric rei critici. 

Pentru a normaliza rela ia între câmpul tiin ei i câmpul politicii, al puterii, 
tiin ele sociale trebuie s i afirme pe deplin func iile sale în raport cu politica, 
 se bucure de independen  real  în determinarea problemelor de cercetare a 

sferii politice, s  se dezic  de orice angaj ri fa  de func iuonarii politicii tiin i-
fice, în detrimentul cercet rii, adev rului tiin ific. Aici sunt binevenite  suges-
tiie lui P.Bourdieu despre func ia intelectualului, care poate s  se afirme cu ade-
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rat doar atunci cînd acesta se include în universul politic cu toat  autoritatea 
i dreptul pe care i le ofer  apartenen a la universul autonom al tiin ei [1, 317]. 

 Desigur, un savant adev rat poate fi doar acela care î i p streaz  pozi ia sa 
critic  fa  de politic , dar, totodat , manifest  capacit i de colaborare cu politi-
ca. Având motiva ii i interese specifice savantul trebuie s  con tientizeze meni-
rea i pozi ia sa în societate, iar de aici s  r mân  fidel voca iei i profesiunii sa-
le, s  procedeze conform imperativului c  nimeni i nimic, inclusiv politica, po-
liticianul, dar i tiin a, savantul nu trebuie s  r mân  în afara criticii tiin ifice. 
Anume, critica i colaborarea sunt pilonii pe care se in i care leag  câmpul po-
liticii i câmpul tiin ei într-o societate democratic . În acest context este inad-
misibil presingul asupra institu iei care Atesteaz i Acrediteaz  cadrele tiin i-
fice ale rii din partea puterii politice, dar i a Academiei de tiin e, cum s-a 
procedat în Republica Moldova, doar pentru a conferi unor persoane (în special 
din rândurile comuni tilor i a simpatizan ilor partidului) grade i titluri tiin ifi-
ce. 

Un rol deosebit în func ionarea câmpului politic revine câmpului informa i-
onal. Activitatea de pîn  acum a guvern rilor moldovene, dar i a opozi iei, re-
lativ activ  sau pasiv , sa desf urat în func ie de posibilit ile utiliz rii poten i-
alului informa ional din societate. Mass media sunt tocmai acele capitaluri, ace-
le resurse care pot influen a schimbarea, prin aportul adus la formarea opiniei 
publice i la motivarea i mobilizarea oamenilor s  ac ioneze pentru binele per-
sonal, al comunut ii i societ ii în general. De caracterul influen ei mass me-
dia asupra sferii politice depinde în mare m sur  progresul acesteia. Nu întîmp-

tor mass media sunt considerate pe drept a patra putere în stat. Ele au capaci-
i reale de ra ionalizare a câmpului puterii politice atât în perioada schimbului 

de putere (în campaniile electorale), cît i în cea a func ion rii i men inerii ace-
steia. Îns , în unele condi ii, mass media au i aport destructiv, sunt folosite în 
scopuri i interese înguste, mai mult, sunt monopolizate ca i capitalul economic 
în cazul sferii economice. 

Dac  ne adres m la perioada anilor 2001-2009, constat m c  guvernarea co-
munist  a folosit din plin capitalul informa ional al societ ii, la monopolizat în-
tra-tât încât acesta deservea cu stricte e interesele partidului puterii, excludea 
accesul opozi iei la dezbateri în mass media oficial , priva opozi ia de posibili-

i de a- i expune punctul s u de vedere, fapt consemnat i de c tre reprezenta-
ii structurilor europene. Audiovizualul, ca organ chemat s  reglementeze acti-

vitatea informa ional  din ar , în pofida faptului c  se considera independent, 
în majoritatea sa era alc tuit din sus in torii i simpatizan ii Partidului Comuni -
tilor, care i promovau politica acestuia, ignorau necesit ile mediilor considera-
te independente (de exemplu canalului de televiziune PRO TV), lipseau opozi ia 
de resurse  informa ionale. Puterea informa ional  a acestui partid sa r spândit 
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întra-tît încît i ast zi, aflat deja în opozi ie, el de ine pârghii informa ionale se-
rioase, are canal special (NIT), func ionari creduli în organele de conducere ale 
Radio-televiziunii. Chiar i canalul principal de televiziune al rii, Modova1, 
prin activitatea unor jurnali ti, a continuat i dup  pierderea de c tre Patidul Co-
muni tilor a alegerilor parlamentare din iulie 2009 s  sus in  fosta guvernare, 
ast zi aflat  în opozi ie. Nu întâmpl tor remanierile actuale din cadrul câmpului 
informa ional al rii, întreprinse de c tre noua guvernare, în vederea democrati-

rii acestuia au provocat mari nemul umiri în rândurile acestui partid i a ade-
ren ilor lor din tagma jurnalismului. Pierderea treptat  a monopolului informa i-
onal de alt dat , implicarea noii guvern ri în procesul democratiz rii politicii 
informa ionale, i-a f cut pe comuni ti s  devin i mai activi în manipularea 
opiniei publice, s  mobilizeze întregul lor poten ial intelectual pentru a „demon-
stra” societ ii c  liberal-democra ii încalc  independen a organelor de informa-
re în mas . În acest scop sunt valorificate la maximum atât eforturile parlamen-
tarilor comuni ti, cât i a celor cei sus in din afara Parlamentului. 

În concluzie consider m c  rela ia putere – opozi ie, privit  în contextul câ-
mpului politic moldovenesc, are un caracter multivalent i contradictoriu, este 

truns  de multiple controverse, paradoxuri. În compara ie cu alte state din 
spa iul ex-socialist, în cazul Republicii Moldova, aceast  rela ie se impune prin 
specificul s u de con inut. Dac  forma rela iei în cauz  este în fond una democ-
ratic , ca i în alte state în tranzi ie spre democra ie exprim  modalit i de mani-
festare a interac iunilor i leg turilor între guvernan i i opozi ie în cadrul unor 
institu ii democratice (Parlament, organe municipale, raionale, locale de condu-
cere), atunci con inutul ei este preponderent autoritar, cu unele elemente cvazi-
democratice care de fapt frîneaz  procesul de consolidare a democra iei, îl sub-
mineaz  nu atât sub presiunea vestijiilor trecutului ce- i au câmpul lor de  exis-
ten , fie i în descre tere, cât prin rena terea lor într-o manier  ciudat , bizar . 
Pornind de la mentalitatea i comportamentul guvernan ilor i opozi iei de pe 
parcursul celor optsprezece ani ai statului Republica Moldova, constat m c  re-
la iile între ei corespund pe deplin concep iei lui A. de Tocqueville despre de-
mocra ie, ele evoluând în noile forme democratice ce apar odat  cu trecerea de 
la regimul vechi la cel democratic prin reproducerea de con inut vechi, unor 
obiceiuri, reguli, mecanisme autoritare de conducere, adic  prin componente ale 
institu iilor vechi [5, 165]. Paradoxul principal ine de faptul c  în acest r stimp 
dezvoltarea rii a fost determinat , în mare parte, de transformarea miraculoas  
a nomenclaturii comuniste în administratori democratici, iar în unele cazuri i în 
opozi ie democratic .  

La capitolul specificit ii, chiar unicit ii, rela iei putere – opozi ie din cad-
rul câmpului politic moldovenesc, raport m în special anii 2001-2009, care au 
coincis cu aflarea la putere a Partidului Comuni tilor, perioad  ce constituie ap-
roape jum tate (opt ani) din existen a de pîn  acum a Republicii Moldova. Ace-



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

81 

ast  perioad , care în opinia noastr  înc  trebuie i va fi supus  unei analize pro-
funde din partea cercet torilor interni i externi pentru a o percepe la justa valo-
are, este unic  în felul s u dup  experimentele neobi nuite, f  seam n, ale gu-
vernan ilor comuni ti moldoveni de a imita exerci iul democratic, prin decoruri 
democratice ce nu sau întâlnit pîn  la ei, cu con inut în fond autoritar. În acest 
sens ei au acumulat o bogat  experien , deprinderi, iscusin  puse în uz la ma-
ximum pân  în ultimile zile de guvernare cînd Pre edintele rii, liderul partidu-
lui puterii, V.Voronin declara c  odat  cu retragerea acestuia de la guvernare se 
încheie perioada creativit ii i progresului în ar , c  cei ce vin dup  el nu dis-
pun de capacit i de a între ine progresul i stabilitatea. 

Dup  alegerile parlamentare din iulie 2009 reprezentan ii acestui partid în 
Parlament la fel manifest  iscusin  în imitarea exerci iului democratc numai c  
deja în ipostaz  de opozi ie, modificându- i  strategia i tacticile de activitate. Ei 
au ajuns pîn  la negarea complet  a ofertelor guvern rii liberal-democratice, so-
cotindu-le antipopulare, antidemocratice. În a a mod au ignorat alegerile prezi-
den iale, orientând societatea spre alegeri parlamentare anticipate. Acest fapt 
deja demonstreaz  neafilierea opozi iei comuniste la valorile democratice, întru-
cât prin comportamentul ei este negat  alternan a puterii. 

Cît prive te guvernarea liberal-democrat , ea sa pomenit într-o situa ie ext-
rem de dificil  atât de natur  politic , cît i economic , social . Mai întâi este 
puternic afectat cîmpul politic al rii, fapt ce rezult  din deficitul de dialog cu 
opozi ia, din nealegerea pre edintelui riii i, respectiv, din fenomenul unor po-
sibile alegeri parlamentare anticipate. Nu mai pu in afectat este i câmpul eco-
nomic. Liberal-democra ii au primit în mo tenire de la fosta guvernare comunis-

 o economie cu un deficit bugetar enorm. 
În pofida impedimentelor provocate de cei ce au guvernat ara timp de opt 

ani, dar i a problemelor noi ce apar în activitatea guvern rii liberal-democrati-
ce, aceasta i-a asumat toate responsabilit ile de a guverna, se bucur  de sus i-
nerea majorit ii popula iei, i ce e foarte important, organismelor economice 
interna ionale, a celor mai influente ri ale lumii. În orice caz cele 100 de zile 
de guvernare deja au demonstrat c  noua conducere este fidel  cursului democ-
ratic, dispune de voin  politic  de a gestiona o economie în criz  profund , de 
capacit i de a asigura achitarea la timp a pensiilor i salariilor, de a promova o 
politic  extern  activ  întru ameliorarea imaginii rii pe arena interna ional . 
Mai  mult,  în  activitatea  sa,  ea  a  demonstrat  pragmatism,  pune  în  prim plan  în  
condi iile actuale de criz  ale rii nu factorul doctrinal, ideologic, ci necesit ile 
practice ale popula iei (mai întîi de ai asigura supravie uire, apoi prosperare), 
scoaterea rii din impas. 

Pentru a ra ionaliza rela iile între guvernarea liberal-democrat i opozi ia 
comunist  ast zi sunt necesare con tientizarea i implementarea unor m suri 
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principiale de care va depinde soarta de mai departe a rii. Printre acestea con-
sider m: 

- asigurarea principiului reciprocit ii în asumarea r spunderii fa  de desti-
nul dezvolt rii de mai departe a rii. Este important de con tientizat faptul c  
principalul în rela ia putere-opozi ie nu e s  cau i vinova ii de situa ia creat , ci 

 identifici c i de conlucrare pentru binele rii; 
- gradul de maturitate a guvern rii liberal-democratice, dar i a opozi iei 

comuniste în cadrul câmpului politic ast zi depinde nu atât de capacit ile lor de 
a se manifesta ca factor de lupt  politic , cât de disponibilitatea lor la dialog, la 
consens. Doar pe aceast  cale e posibil  realizarea într-o atmosfer  stabil  a obi-
ectivelor ambilor actori, i ce e foarte important, promovarea interesului na io-
nal al rii; 

- pentru a asigura consensul politic între putere i opozi ie este necesar a re-
na te, a reactualiza poten ialul „mesei rotunde” cu statut permanent, care s  sti-
muleze dialogul. În cadrul acesteia de stabilit i de negociat chestiunile princi-
pale de ameliorare a situa ie în ar , de examinat posibilele ced ri politice din 
ambele p i; 

- ini ierea consensului politic trebuie s i apar in  guvern rii liberal-democ-
ratice, ca for  nu numai cointeresat  în stabilitate, ci i mai aproape de valorile 
consensului. În acest sens guvern rii îi revine o misiune foarte grea, de ai impu-
ne opozi iei condi ii atractive, f  alternative de manifestare; 

- opozi ia comunist  poate s  devin  real disponibil  c tre consens cu libe-
ral-democra ii odat  cu dep irea dictaturii în rîndurile Partidului Comuni tilor, 
care ast zi se men ine nu doar prin autoritatea lui V.Voronin, ci i a altor perso-
ane, inclusiv tinere, dornice de a veni la cârma partidului. De aceea, guvernarea 
nu are de ales, mai întîi trebuie s  apeleze la for ele comuniste care nu accept  
dictatura, s  convin  cu ele variante posibile de conlucrare; 

- eficientizarea cîmpului politic al guvern rii i opozi iei e posibil  prin fo-
losirea ra ional  a resurselor (capitalurilor) altor câmpuri: ecnomic, social, cul-
tural, informa ional etc., iar de aici prin stabilirea i promovarea unor raporturi 
echilibrate, benefice întregii societ i, cu aceste câmpuri. Crearea  condi iilor fa-
vorabile de dezvoltare liber  (în limitele legii) a economiei, culturii, socialului 
i nu  rela ii de dictat asupra lor, cunoa terea i respectarea  legit ilor obiective 

de func ionare a acestor sfere i nu ignorarea lor. 
- Pentru a redresa situa ia în câmpurile nonpolitice ale societ ii (în special 

economic, social, informa ional, tiin ific) i a optimiza leg turile lor cu câmpul 
puterii, acesta din urm  trebuie s  se manifeste energic în vederea demonopoli-

rii ramurilor respective. Edificarea unui stat cu democra ie avansat , func io-
narea eficient  a economiei de pia , a unui câmp informa ional liber într-o ar  
cum este Republica Moldova este imposibil  în condi iile p str rii monopolis-
mului în aceste sfere; 
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- O condi ie important  în ra ionalizarea câmpului politic, în preg tirea sa 
spiritual , civic  atât la nivel de guvernare, cât i de opozi ie, este modernizarea 
câmpului educa ional. Aici sunt necesare eforturi conjugate ale puterii i ale so-
ciet ii în vederea restabilirii valorilor acestui câmp, distruse de guvernarea co-
munist , eforturi de stimulare i sus inere a înv mîntului de toate gradele, de 
realizare a reformelor în înv mînt în contextul procesului Bologna. Totodat , 
imperativele de asigurare a continuit ii cer de la factorul de decizie i de la ins-
titu iile de înv mânt capacit i de îmbinare reu it  a valorilor de instruire mo-
derne cu cele tradi ionale. 

- Câmpul politic al puterii i opozi iei poate s  devin  func ional cu adev -
rat odat  cu eficientizarea câmpului tiin ific, cu crearea de condi ii adecvate 
acestuia pentru asigurarea progresului social. În pofida faptului c  în republic  
sau întreprins m suri de reformare i consolidare a câmpului tiin ific, în parti-
cular în cadrul Academiei de tiin e a Moldovei, ast zi se cer eforturi sus inute, 
inclusiv i îndeosebi din partea puterii,  pentru a ridica importan a tiin ei unive-
rsitare, ca factor de modernizare a sistemului de înv mînt. În acest sens tiin-
ele sociale, inclusiv politice, din cadrul universit ilor, trebuie s  ob in  locul 

lor adecvat în sistemul general al tiin ei, i ce e foarte important, s  se dezvolte 
nu doar în baza satisfacerii interesului personal al savantului, ci i al necesit i-
lor agen ilor sociali, inclusiv politici.  
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Articolul este consacrat unei probleme etnopolitice actuale de corela ie din-
tre etnonimului i politonimului „moldovean” în condi iile unei societ i în pro-
ces de transformare. Autorul afirm  c  moldovenii, fiind o comunitate majorita-

i care stau la baza form rii statului cauza diversit ii punctelor de vedere 
(de opinii) în societatea multietnic  din Moldova i sub influen a factorilor ex-
terni, î i formeaz  o închipuire ambigu  despre sine: pe de o parte – ei sunt o 
etnie titular , iar pe de alt  parte – un popor care, în persoana unei p i din 
intelectualitate, s-a decis de propriul etnonim i politonim. Instabilitatea viito-
rului etnic i a chipului politic, constituie la rândul s u, o amenin are permane-
nt  pentru existen a etnicit ii moldovene ti i prin urmare a politonimului, ca-
re a a i nu s-a format i în final, a statalit ii moldovene ti. Anume limba rus , 
în calitate de factor extern suplimentar, într-un oarecare fel, împreun  cu valo-
rile etnice moldovene ti a contribuit la formarea unei eviden iate con tiin e et-
nice moldovene ti, care spre deosebire de cea româneasc , s-a bazat pe valori-
le bilingvizmului. De asemenea, autorul examineaz i problema identit ii re-
gionale. 

În aceast  publica ie sunt prezentate rezultatele unui sondaj etnosociologic, 
realizat în mediul minorit ilor etnice cu scopul elucid rii localit ii lor etnopo-
litice i statale. 

 
The article is devoted to the hot ethno-political problem of correlation of et-

hnicon and political term “Moldovans” in the conditions of transforming com-
munity. The author claims that the Moldovans being a major and state-forming 
community make an ambivalent image of themselves: on the one hand, as a title 
ethnos, on the other hand, as an ethnos with the part of intelligentsia that rejec-
ted its own ethnicon and political term. It took place because of the dissociation 
of views in the community of poliethnic Moldova and under the influence of ex-
ternal factor. In its turn instability of the ethnic future and political image is a 
permanent threat to the existence of ethnicity. It also means the threat to the po-
litical term, not formed yet, and eventually to the Moldovan statehood. It is the 
Russian language that as an additional external factor alongside with the Mol-
dovan ethnic values to a certain extent contributed to the formation of the disti-
nguished Moldovan self-consciousness that in contrast to the Romanian one, 
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was based on the values of bilinguism. The author also considers the problem of 
regional identity.   

The article presents the results of the ethno-sociological survey conducted 
among the representatives of national minorities in order to reveal their ethno-
political and state loyalty.  
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Introduction 
The general aim of this article is to outline some theoretical elements of the 

relation of public monuments to collective memory. To speak about monuments 
is to call attention to their historicity, to their compositional elements and their 
symbolism. However, we are less interested in monuments as things, as objects 
of arts, in their aesthetical function, than in exploring how monuments preserve, 
produce, and transform memory.  How they work to shape collective memory in 
the present? How are memory and monuments related? What governs this re-
lation? How the monuments activate reflection on the events and affect society? 

The relation of public monuments to memory is direct. According to the 
editors of book “Monuments and Memory. Made and Unmade” the “memory 
and monument are to each other as process and product, although not necessari-
ly as cause and effect, for circularity often obtains” [13, 4]. Etymologically rela-
ted the two terms, monument and memory, are descend from notions of remem-
bering. For example, the English monument is from the Latin monumentum (gr. 
mnêma, mnêmeion), which designates any memorial, remembrance, a monu-
ment of the dead and has cognates in French, Italian, and the other Romance la-
nguages. The Russian pamiatnik means monument, memorial, and pamiati, me-
mory [13, 4].  

In this article we don’t make a distinction between monuments and memori-
als, although the monuments are often associated with plastic art and statues, 
but memorials are commemorative places often connected with historic sites. 
We envisage the “intentional monuments”, whose significance is determined by 
its makers, even though not corresponding with various receptions and percepti-
ons of these monuments. They should be distinguished from “unintentional mo-
numents” - products of later events [15]. 

 
A new academic legitimacy to monuments 

The historians R.Kosseleck [8; 9] and S.Michalski [11] have drawn a detai-
led picture of historic development of monuments. Kosseleck examines the mo-
numents as means to legitimize the cohesion of states and societies on the basis 
of historical interpretation. The author delimits the dynastic memorials of the 
French ancient regime which legitimize the inheritance of political power; the 
republican memorials which embody the meritocratic ideals and mark the outset 
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of the democratization of memorials since they are erected not in private but in 
public places and since individuals’ names are inscribed on the monuments of 
the dead in the name of a ‘sovereign’ people. Koselleck defines further the nati-
onalist period of commemorations in which the soldiers who fought in the name 
of national collectives were honored as heroes in victory or defeat then, after the 
First World War, also as objects of national mourning [8; 4, 18].  

S.Michalski’s history of public monuments takes into consideration their 
pedagogical efficacy in specific historical contexts, including the French Third 
Republic,  the cult  of  Bismarck in Wilhelmine Germany,  First  World War me-
morials in Europe, monuments erected during the Nazi and communist dictator-
ships, the renunciation of heroic forms and non-figural memorials after the Se-
cond World War, third-world memorials and, finally, developments following 
the fall of communist regimes in Europe after 1990 [11]. 

Contributions as diverse as J.E.Young’s or P.Carrier’s studies of Holocaust 
memorials [20; 4], or K.E.Till’s work on practices and politics of place making 
in Berlin [18] have given a new academic legitimacy to monuments. The scho-
lars propose an understanding of contemporary monuments defined not prima-
rily in terms of form or style, but in terms of their political and social function 
and impact. Taking into consideration that planning and building of monuments 
are determined by a number of agents and social forces in open conflict (politi-
cians, artists, local and national administrators, local and national traditions, and 
competition procedures), P.Carrier defines a monument “as a social process, 
and as a meeting of symbols and words” [4, 22]. These studies focus on public 
debates about monuments and examine how political strategists delegate to mo-
numents and commemorations the moral responsibility to guarantee remembra-
nce and use them in order to legitimize their power. For instance, the memorial 
Vel’ d’Hiv’ in Paris and the Holocaust Monument in Berlin were conceived and 
perceived as symbolic reparation for crimes of the nation, essential to achieve 
the ‘national reconciliation’ in France and the ‘national consensus’ in Germany. 
The media debates over the projects and the construction of these monuments 
have initiated and influenced the “memory work” in French and German societi-
es where disturbing memories of collaboration, deportation and genocide have 
confronted and expressed themselves. The Vel’ d’Hiv’ and Holocaust Monu-
ment represent an attempt to integrate the memory of innocent victims of the 
nation’s own crimes and to assert the national equilibrium. They are combined 
with auxiliary forms of commemorative ritual, including speeches, debates, ex-
hibitions and conferences. Thus they maintain the memorial debates and a conti-
nual dialogue with visitors [4, 22].  
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The monuments as places of memory 
The relation between memory and monuments can be understood using No-

ra’s  concept  of  a  “place or site of memory” (“lieux de mémoire”). P.Nora, 
French historian and the editor of a famous study on the history of symbols of 
French national memory [13; 14; 15], defines the notion of “lieux de memoire” 
as sites “where memory is crystallized and finds refuge” [13, 23]. These lieux 
refer to the various symbolic sites or cultural expressions of collective memory 
such as geographical regions, monuments, commemorative ceremonies, well-
known personalities, political movements, professional institutions or social ha-
bits. They are to be distinguished from what he calls “environments of memory” 
(milieux de memoire), settings in which memory is a real part of everyday expe-
rience, such as a family, church congregation, or village [21].  

This notion is wide and quite ambiguous, is difficult to understand its preci-
se meaning. Used by the politicians and journalists this term has almost become 
a commonplace in the French language. Furthermore, as P.Carrier notes, none 
of the contributions to the collections Les Lieux de memoire draws specific atte-
ntion to the formal and discursive aspects of either ritual means of commemora-
tion (via speeches or monuments, for example) or the public debate about these 
means [4, 189]. On the other hand this collection explores the sites that have 
lost their former political or social attribute and are regarded as national patri-
mony.  Hence,  as  K.E.Till,  we  think  the  Nora’s  ‘sites’  are  “self-reflexive”  and  
static [18, 291]. To question how monuments produce memory or memories 
means to study them in relation to their implicit political and social functions. 
We can’t isolate and separate them from their contexts, and their accompanying 
public debates and commemorative rituals. 

P.Carrier proposes an alternative understanding of sites of memory to that 
of Nora. He suggests that sites of memory owe their existence precisely to the 
collectives memories associated with them. It is important to take into conside-
ration the complexity of monuments and multiplicity of actors involved in the 
public memorial debates because “the monuments are focal points of a complex 
dialogue between past and present, between historical events, producers of mo-
numents, and successive generations of spectators who inquire into the signifi-
cance  of  the  past  on  the  basis  of  historical  artifacts.  At  the  same  time,  monu-
ments are also focal points of dialogue between individuals, and between artis-
tic, academic, religious and political institutions and their representatives in the 
present” [4, 7].  

 
Place making practices in post-socialist space 

The monuments are susceptible to the social and political changes. They are 
used as means in the struggles of memories and in the construction of new nati-
onal identities. Since the fall of European Communist regimes in countries of 
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the former Soviet Union and the eastern bloc the political monuments were re-
moved, the new ones were created and the forgotten memorials were restored.  

For instance, in Hungary after 1989 the efforts to create new memorials and 
to restore historical and religious shrines neglected during the communist period 
were made especially to honour the martyrs of the Hungarian Uprising of 1956. 
They are most often placed close to memorials erected for the 1848-1849 War 
of  Independence and to memorials  dedicated to World War I  [5].  At  the same 
time, the communist monuments from Budapest were removed and relocated to 
Statue Park or Memento Park, a suburban area that had become a public outdoor 
museum. The statues were separated physically and symbolically from their ori-
ginal sites and political attributes. They were converted in order to modify their 
political content and to turn them into ironic and pedagogical meaning. Thus, 
the Communist period in Hungarian history has not been negated, neglected and 
rejected, but – via these works, examples of political art, and via various cultu-
ral manifestations organized in the Park13 – has been discussed and reinterpreted 
in relation to the new political conditions, to the present needs and the demands.  

The Moscow’s case is another interesting and eloquent example of the use 
and transformation of Soviet-era monuments. It shows how the political elites in 
competition for control over the sites appropriate these symbols of Soviet Union 
and transform them into symbols of national identity of Post-Soviet Russia.  
There are “co-opted/glorified sites” like The Victory Park at Poklonnaia Gora 
which commemorates the Great Patriotic War as a victory of and for the Russi-
an people. The second category of sites includes “the contested monuments” 
that remain a source of conflicting memories, contrasting ideas of national iden-
tity and political discomfort as Lenin Mausoleum illustrates. The former Exhibi-
tion of the Achievements of the National Economy (VDNKh) that has become a 
commercial center and open-air flea market represents the category of “disavo-
wed sites”, the sites either were simply ignored, removed, closed or became su-
bject of redefinition or reconstruction. The Park of Art, the other group of mo-
numents, contains the statues of former Soviet leaders moved from public spa-
ces of Moscow at the beginnings of the 1990s. Since 1999 the park has incurpo-
rated a rose garden, abstract religious art works and numerous busts of Russian 
writers, political and military leaders. It has become a tourist attraction and a hi-
storical and artistic display. In this context the Soviet-era statues have lost their 
political significance and have preserved their artistic value [6; 3; 17].  

                                                
13 Memento Park also includes a photography exhibition on the 1956 Uprising and on the 1989-

1990 political changes. It has a barrack-theatre where is shown a documentary on the methods 
used by the secret police, titled The Life of an Agent. There are organised Retro Festivals, Film 
Festivals and others cultural and educational manifestations. See Memento Park website: [22]. 
Similar Park is founded in 2001 in Lithuania. It is named Grutas Park, informal known as 
Stalin’s World. See [23]  
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On the process of place making and ceremonials practices in postsocialist 
space is important to cite the K.Verdery’s work on political life of dead bodies 
[19] and the R.Brubaker’s book on nationalist politics in Cluj town [2].  

K.Verdery investigates the numerous cases of political burials and reburials 
that occurred in post-socialist space and questions how and why the bones and 
corpses of these people have become political symbols and how these justify the 
efforts to define or redefine national identities. The author considers the dead 
bodies [19, 50] as “one of many vehicles through which people in post-socialist 
societies reconfigure their worlds of meaning” [19, 50]. According to Verdery 
the posthoumous celebration and repatriations of dead bodies “refurbish nation-
nal identities by “nationalizing” symbolic capital that had entered global circu-
its, thus affirming the individuality of East European nation-states to long seen 
from without as barely distinguishable clones of international Soviet-style com-
munism” [19, 49].  

The R.Brubaker’s book examines the everyday workings of ethnicity and 
nationhood in a context marked by elite-level ethno-political conflict, as it is the 
Cluj town. It is useful for us the Brubaker’s analyze on “the efforts to nationali-
ze the townscape” and on statues as “focal points of public controversy” [2]. 
The author observes and thinks over the familiarity of public monuments that 
determines their ‘invisibility’ and ‘banality’. He points out that statues may ha-
ve official meaning but they don’t work necessarily in the way they are suppo-
sed to. We found this ambiguity of statues a potential for different political uses 
and ventures. As K.Verdery notes “what gives a dead body symbolic effective-
ness in politics is precisely its ambiguity, its capacity to evoke a variety of un-
derstanding” [19, 29]. Furthermore, by their corporeality and concreteness the 
monuments have the capacity to make present a historic personage, to recall an 
event and to localize a claim, a tradition, a memory. In this way M.Halbwachs, 
French sociologist known for developing the concept of collective memory, has 
explored in “La Topographie légendaire des évangiles en terre sainte” how the 
invention, conservation and consecration of sacred places in Holy Land shape 
and sustain the Christian memory and traditions [7].  

 
Monuments as “quasi objects / quasi subjects” 

Particularly important for us is the relation of the monuments to movement. 
We consider public monuments not only a vestige, a visual interpretation of the 
past, but you can conceive them as “quasi objects / quasi subjects”. This term is 
proposed by B.Latour in his book “We have never been modern”. Latour defi-
nes the “quasi objects / quasi subjects” as examples of a premodern cultural hy-
brid that modernity attempted to purify and neuter [10, 14]. He argues that mo-
dern societies constitute themselves as modern through enacting a series of dic-
hotomies: the separation of humans from nonhumans; the separation of science 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociologist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collective_memory
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from politics, and the retreat of God from the world. Despite these modern my-
thologies people and things remain closely connected. Thus “the quasi objects / 
quasi subjects” called by Latour “monsters”, “socialized facts”, “humans turned 
into elements of the natural world” [10, 57] continue to proliferate in the world 
and his statement is “we have never been modern”.  

According to Latour and other adherents to a nonmodern ontology known 
also like Net-work theory there is no separating people from things, subjects 
from objects, technologies from words, we continuously mix things together in-
to hybrid networks through countless and unconscious acts of ‘translation’. His 
idea is that we make the collective through mediation of things. How does it 
work? Latour finds that hybrids trace and enact social networks in which hu-
mans and nonhumans are involved. He says, “Of quasi-objects, quasi-subjects, 
we shall simply say that they trace networks. They are real, quite real, and we 
humans have not made them. But they are collective because they attach us to 
one another, because they circulate in our hands and define our social bond by 
their very circulation. They are discursive, however; they are narrated, histori-
cal, passionate, and peopled with actants of autonomous forms. They are unsta-
ble and hazardous, existential, and never forget Being” [10, 89]. 

Following this idea the authors of book “Monuments and Memory. Made 
and unmade” consider the monuments as social agents and track them across di-
fferent periods and cultures through the three broad process relevant to their cre-
ation and maintenance - Travel, Time, and Destruction / Reconstruction. They 
suggest “to be vital, the monument must exist within an actual, present-oriented 
network of relationships. Unlike a lifeless art object suspended on the white 
walls of a museum, the monument does not privilege the past at the expense of 
the present. Rather it engages both to make claims for and against the future” 
[12, 6].  

Seen from this perspective, we can think that collective memory could be 
made through mediation of monuments or other material objects involved in the 
process of remembering and commemorating. 
 

Conclusion 
We came to the conclusion that in order to understand how monuments and 

memory are related and how monuments shape and sustain memory we should 
analyze them in the present network of relationships, as ‘participants’ in com-
memorative ceremonies, in public and political debates, as places or points of 
sociability and solidarity.  

The production and reception, the removal or demolition of monuments are 
reflected in public debates. There are some key subjects: historical event or fi-
gure which monuments denote; the period in which the monuments were conce-
ived and constructed; their political relevance and the collective memory linked 
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to them. Therefore in attempt to reveal the relations that operate around and 
through the monuments it is important to take into consideration their rhetorical 
form, the intention of their production or reconstruction, removal or demolition, 
their political and social context, and the actors involved in their ‘life’.  
 

References 
1. Agnew J., Mitchel K., Toal G. A compagnion to Political Geography.  – 

Blackwell Publishing, 2003. 
2. Brubaker R. Nationalist Politics and Everyday Ethnicity in a Transylvanian 

Town. - Princeton and Oxford, Princeton University Press, 2006. 
3. Bruce  G.  New Moscow Monuments,  or,  States  of  Innocence.  //  American  

Ethnologist, Vol.28, #2, May 2001, pp.332-362.  
4. Carrier P. Holocaust Monuments and National Memory Cultures in France 

and Germany since 1989. The Origins and Political Function of the Vel’ 
d’Hiv’ in Paris and the Holocaust Monument in Berlin. - New York and 
Oxford, Berghahn Books, 2005 

5. Foote K.E., Toth A., Arvay A. Hungary after 1989: Inscribing a new past on 
place. // The Geographical Review, vol.90, #3, July 2000, pp.301-334. 

6. Forest B., Johnson J. Unraveling the Threads of History: Soviet-Era Monu-
ments and Post-Soviet National Identity in Moscow. // Annals of the Asso-
ciation of American Geographers, Vol.92, # 3, September, 2002, pp.524-
547. 

7. Halbwachs M. La topographie légendaire des évangiles en Terre saine. Etu-
de de mémoire collective (1941). - Paris, PUF, 2008 (third edition prepared 
by Marie Jaisson). 

8. Koselleck R. Der politische Totenkult. Kriegerdenkmäler in der Moderne. - 
Munich, Fink, 1994. 

9. Koselleck R. Les monuments aux morts comme fondateurs de l’identité des 
survivants. // Revue de métaphysique et de morale, #1, 1998, p.33-61. 

10. Latour B. We Have Never Been Modern. - Cambridge, Harvard University 
Press, 1993. 

11. Michalski S. Public Monuments. Art in Political Bondage 1870-1997. – 
London, Reaktion Books, 1998. 

12. Nelson R.S., Olin M. (eds.) Monuments and Memory, Made and Unmade. - 
Chicago and London, The University of Chicago Press, 2003. 

13. Nora P. (dir.) Les Lieux de mémoire, 3 tomes. - T.1. La République. – Ga-
llimard, Paris, 1984.  

14. Nora  P.  (dir.)  Les  Lieux  de  mémoire,  3  tomes.  -  T.2.  La  Nation.  – Galli-
mard, Paris, 1987.  

15. Nora P.  (dir.)  Les Lieux de mémoire,  3  tomes.  -  T.3.  Les France.  – Galli-
mard, Paris, 1992. 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fink_(%C3%A9ditions)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Lieux_de_m%C3%A9moire
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1984
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Lieux_de_m%C3%A9moire
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1987
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Lieux_de_m%C3%A9moire
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1992


MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

118 

16. Riegl  A.  The  Modern  Cult  of  Monuments:  Its  Character  and  Its  Origin  
[1903], translated by Forster K.W., Ghirardo D. // Oppositions 25, Fall 
1982, pp.21-51. 

17. Sidorov D. National Monumentalization and the Politics of Scale: The Re-
surrections  of  the  Cathedral  of  Christ  the  Savior  in  Moscow.  //  Annals  of  
the Association of American Geographers, Vol.90, #3, September 2000, 
pp.548-572. 

18. Till K.E. The New Berlin. Memory, Politics, Place. - Minneapolis, London, 
University of Minnesota Press, 2005. 

19. Verdery K. The political lives of dead bodies. Reburial and Postsocialist 
Change. - New York, Columbia University Press, 1999. 

20. Young J.E. The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning. - 
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1993. 

21. Wood N. Memory’s Remains: Les lieux de memoire. // History and Memo-
ry, #6, 1994: pp.123-151. 

22. http://www.mementopark.hu/ 
23. http://www.grutoparkas.lt/ekspozicija-en.htm 
 

Prezentat la redactie  
la 20 decembrie 2009 

 
Recenzent – Valeriu MOSNEAGA, doctor habilitat in stiinte politice, profesor 

http://www.mementopark.hu/
http://www.grutoparkas.lt/ekspozicija-en.htm


MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

119 

THE GEORGIANS’ PERCEPTION OF MENTAL CONCEPTS  
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE VALUE OF FAMILY 

 
Lali SURMANIDZE  
Georgia, Tbilisi, Tbilisi State University, Faculty of Social and Political Stu-
dies, Department of Sociology  
Doctor of Sciences (psychology), professor 
 
Lia TSULADZE 
Georgia, Tbilisi, Tbilisi State University, Faculty of Social and Political Stu-
dies, Department of Sociology 
PhD (psychology), associate professor 
 

Importance. 
The history of Georgia counts more than 3000 years, accordingly, the Geor-

gian mentality implies a number of layers, which influence the modern Georgi-
ans’ life style and the way of thinking. It is believed that historical continuity is 
best of all reflected in the nations’ mentality, while the language is traditionally 
considered to be the best reservoir of collective representations with the nation’s 
traditions, values, worldview, and cultural experience. This fact has stimulated 
our interest to the linguistic material, which is applied by the Georgians in their 
everyday life and is a structural component of their everyday knowledge. 

 
Aim. 

Thus, the aim of the research is to study the modern Georgians’ cultural pe-
rception of different mental concepts. As all the presented concepts have revea-
led associations with the construct of “family,” they have been analyzed in the 
context of value of family. 

 
Methodology. 

Our special emphasis is placed on the cultural context as it is considered to 
be the one that determines inner psychic structures, as well as cultural know-
ledge and interpretative processes. Accordingly, in the social scientists’ opinion, 
mental processes should be studied in the context of the values, beliefs, histori-
cal experience, and specific concepts of a particular culture; therefore, the empi-
rical data should be interpreted using indigenous interpretative models [6]. In 
order to achieve the best scientific results, the necessity of applying a complex 
etic – emic – etic approach is emphasized, which measures etic categories with 
emic means of measurement [15].  

Based on these methodological principles, the presented research was con-
ducted using emic strategy within the framework of the experimental psychose-
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mantic paradigm. Psychosemantics studies categorical structures of the consci-
ousness of individuals and social groups, the system of meanings through which 
a subject perceives the world, others, and oneself. This system of meanings is 
studied in the context of everyday perception and practice. The main method of 
psychosemantics is building semantic spaces or the unities of semantic characte-
ristics of the meanings kept in a human memory14.  

Based on certain principles, 145 concepts were selected for the research.15 
The respondents classified these concepts according to their meanings acting as 
experts. Therefore, only those for whom Georgian is the first language partici-
pated in the research. The received data were submitted to the cluster analysis. 
As a result the semantic space was built reflecting the categorical structure of 
meanings and presented in the form of a number of clusters.  

50 Georgian respondents participated in the research – 23 males and 27 fe-
males, aged 17-23. All of them were the students of Humanities, Social and Po-
litical Studies, and Exact and Natural Sciences. The target group of this age was 
selected consciously taking into consideration the fact that it represents a stage 
when a person gains much more independence to choose from the repertoire 
provided by his / her cultural context, and at the same time, one is most sensiti-
ve to the ongoing socio-cultural changes.  

 
Results. 

Based on the research, 15 main clusters having their own structure were ide-
ntified. In this paper we are dealing with the results of the analysis of three clus-
ters within the whole research data as the semantic space limited by the experi-
mental material always represents a fragment of mentality and not the whole 
mentality itself.  

The clusters we are going to discuss consist of several sub-clusters and the 
presented concepts are considered to be their basis. Although each of the clus-
ters has its specific content, they are characterized with essential mental relati-
onships. These relationships can be considered in the context of value of family. 

                                                
14 In order to identify these semantic characteristics, the initial procedures for ascertaining sema-

ntic similarities / dissimilarities (scaling, grouping, revealing associations, etc.) are applied 
and the received results are submitted to statistical analysis [2].         

15 The concepts for the research were selected based on the following principle: 1. Universal con-
cepts playing classificatory role in structuring the world and represented as the binary systems 
such as day/night, right/left, up/down, etc.; 2. Social meanings represented as the triad systems 
of classification. This category was chosen from the semantic group identified on the basis of 
V.Turner’s classification of colors, in which each group is characterized with appropriate co-
lor – white, black or red. Thus, the concepts having social meaning were selected from these 
groups; and 3. Concepts having rigid value connotation everywhere and in all epochs: family, 
kinship, homeland, decision-making, freedom, etc. [3].   
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Such a vision is based on the fact that one of the largest clusters to be discussed 
consists of the universal and cultural-specific constructs describing family roles, 
namely, family, mother – father – childhood – the relationships among siblings 
(the item emphasizes the fact of having the same mother and father); mother - 
childhood – the relationship between mother and child; father - childhood - the 
relationship between father and child; parent and child. 

It can be stated that the whole semantic structure of this cluster reveals the 
essential aspects of family relationships – heritage, obedience, and warmth, ac-
cordingly, the vectors of dependency / dominance and caring / responsibility. It 
also reflects the intimacy between the parent-child roles considered to be a cha-
racteristic feature of collectivist cultures [1; 7; 15].   

It is evident that the construct of “family” makes the semantic core of this 
cluster. Therefore, the question of the mental value of family for the Georgians 
should be emphasized. It is believed that typologically, the Georgian culture be-
longs to the type of collectivist culture with a strong orientation to small social 
groups, as well as interdependency, close emotional relationships, empathy to 
others’  feelings,  shame as a  crucial  category in interpersonal  relations,  etc.  [9;  
12; 13; 14; 16]. A strong orientation to small social groups is caused by the fact 
that along the centuries, self-preservation and self-defense were the main strate-
gies in the formation of ethnic identity. In this process, family with its unity and 
closeness played a crucial role in self-preservation and developed as a “micro 
model”  of  the  state.  It  can  be  stated  that  in  the  Georgian  culture  the  value  of  
family, with its characteristic orientation to unity and harmony, is spread to 
other in-groups (relatives, friends, neighbors, colleagues, etc.). Our research 
data confirm that the construct of “family” possesses a classificatory function in 
the contemporary Georgians’ mentality.  

The cultural representations of the upbringing model are adjacent to such a 
perception. They imply respect to family and parents, high value of family rela-
tionships, etc. Family relationships represent a social system having a vital im-
pact on a personal self, while the family harmony is a necessary condition of a 
person’s moral wellbeing. Therefore, it is logical that the conformist orientati-
ons characteristic to collectivist cultures are already implicitly present in this 
very first sub-cluster, while they are explicitly revealed in the next sub-cluster, 
the semantic core of which is represented by such concepts as “obedience,” “he-
ritage” and “descendance.” This sub-cluster is an element of the large semantic 
field united around the basic construct of “parenthood - childhood” and it obvio-
usly reflects the mental model of family / kinship continuity oriented to the pre-
servation of in-group unity and harmony.16    

                                                
16 The Georgian upbringing model aims to cultivate these orientations. The widespread Georgian 

idiom “a good child won’t bring shame to his/her family” is a clear evidence for it. In this 
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One of the consisting elements of the given cluster, represented as an inde-
pendent sub-cluster, is the concept of “warmth.” Although its close link to the 
concepts of “the sun” and “fire” in the Georgian culture has been confirmed ma-
ny  times,  our  aim  is  not  to  discuss  it  here.17 We will discuss the aspects of 
“warmth” related to family, namely, its association with hearth. The concept of 
“hearth”, retaining its oldest semantic connotation, is a synonym of family and 
home in the Georgian culture. Hearth is a place where traditionally the religious 
rituals related to the cults of fertility and death were performed. The Georgian 
language still retains such idioms as “taking around the hearth” meaning getting 
married (a woman), “keeping fire at the hearth” meaning preserving family tra-
ditions, at the same time, being devoted to one’s work, etc. Along with the con-
cept of “warmth,” the concept of “friendship” is also an element of this cluster 
and it is not surprising as it represents both the universal connotation and the cu-
ltural-specific in-group value of “warmth.” Thus, it can be stated that warmth is 
perceived as a component of self-preservation and the sense of being protected, 
while friendship – as a component of in-group unity and harmony.  

In this context we should stress the psychological phenomenon of interde-
pendency that implicitly unites the described cluster. It turns out that despite the 
ongoing socio-cultural transformations, interdependency still remains the basic 
element of in-group relationships (family, kinship, friendly, etc.) for the Georgi-
ans.18 Moreover, based on its upbringing model, the Georgian family can be co-
nsidered as representing the emotionally interdependent type of family [17]. 

Some abstract concepts expressing physical experience such as reproducti-
on, giving birth, and mother’s milk gain positive social connotation in the con-
text of a given cluster. One of the main reasons for this positive implication is 
their close link to the concept of “mother” in the Georgian mentality. The 
deepest roots of this construct are reflected in the Georgian speech, namely, 
such composites as the earth – mother + land, mother tongue – mother + langua-
ge, major column of the house – mother + column19, etc. that are an inseparable 
part of the modern Georgians’ everyday speech.   

                                                                                                                   
context we recall the Dakota upbringing model described by E.Erickson, in which generosity 
and mutual presentation of gifts is a common practice, and selfishness and mercantilism are 
extremely negatively perceived [4,146]. All of this reminds us of the normative-value orientati-
ons of the Georgian culture.   

17 According to our research results, the concept of “fire” has joined the cluster describing the 
involvement in a collective. 

18 The methodological value of this phenomenon is discussed by D.Ho [6]. According to the con-
temporary cross-cultural researcher C.Kagitcibasi, numerous researches have confirmed the 
dominant role of emotionally interdependent family in the modern non-western industrial-ur-
ban societies [7]. 

19 According to the Georgian ethnographers, hearth and mother-column make one complex and 
traditionally have a function of the center at the ceremony of incorporation in family [11].    
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It is evident that in Georgia mother’s mental cult is very strong. The compo-
sites presented above are the remains of the pre-Christian worldview. Concer-
ning the Christian epoch, it had an impact on the formation of not only the uni-
versal gender stereotype of “ever feminine,” but also its cultural-specific conno-
tations. In the Georgian culture the cultivation of woman as mother’s social va-
lue is caused by both the Georgian Christianity that perceived a woman as the 
major agent for disseminating religiosity in the family and the historical condi-
tions – because of the males’ frequent absence in the conditions of continuous 
wars, mother was considered a potential substitute of men’s functions and an 
equal member in a couple “carrying a yoke.”20 This cult was also backed up by 
mother as child-rearer’s social role, which strengthened “mother’s line” in the 
process of raising the future generation. Simultaneously, the historical conditi-
ons made her take almost total responsibility for raising a child, consequently, 
incorporating the elements of “father’s line” as well. Thus, despite the normati-
ve stereotype (modest and obedient), a Georgian woman has always been revea-
ling her culturally approved dominance in a family life.21     

Thus, the Georgians perceive family and everything interpersonal connected 
to it as inseparable from the construct of “mother,” which is given the most es-
sential role in the psychological perception of family relationships. This fact has 
been interestingly reflected in the research results: The concepts of “man” and 
“woman” have joined this cluster that, in our opinion, emphasizes the functional 
aspects of family roles in their perception. At the same time, the fact that the bi-
nary pair “masculinity / femininity” has divided and “femininity” has joined the 
presented cluster explicates the cultural specifics of the Georgians’ perception – 
it can be stated that in the Georgian mentality the construct of family is percei-
ved as “feminine.”22   

Mother’s cult in the Georgian culture also reflects an unquestioned 
normative value ascribed to legal marriage that, on its side, demonstrates a deep 
                                                
20 In everyday language “wife” is often substituted by the following words: “meugle” meaning a 

person carrying the same yoke and “dedakatsi” composed of mother + man and meaning a 
woman.   

21 We still refer to the idioms: “A good child is an apple of mother’s (and not father’s) eye”, 
“keeping one’s head on mother’s knees” meaning a permanent caress by mother, “mother’s 
pet” meaning someone who is always forgiven a bad behavior, etc. Till today mother’s influe-
nce on a child (even a grown-up one) is quite strong in Georgia. For instance, taking into con-
sideration mother’s taste and opinion is often one of the most significant motives while getting 
married. Consequently, a spouse’s harmonious relationship with mother / mother-in-law often 
plays a decisive role in the interaction between the spouses. It is noteworthy that such a situati-
on is generally characteristic to the collectivist countries. According to H.Triandis, the Japane-
se mothers phone their 40-year-old sons each morning just to check whether they are up and to 
once again stress their symbiosis [15]. 

22 The second member of this pair “masculinity” has joined the semantic space of the so called 
“nation-state cluster.”  
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influence of the Christian ideology. It is well known that according to this ideo-
logy, sexual behavior is generally viewed from the religious-ethical perspective. 
From two major aspects of sexuality – erotism and reproduction – the latter has 
been traditionally considered the major one (and not only in Georgia). Concer-
ning erotism, like in other Christian countries, in Georgia it is also perceived ac-
cording to this ideology. This sphere is under special pressure, strictly regulated, 
and its display is perceived as an immoral act. At the same time, a well known 
double moral puts a woman in much more difficult position than a man (that is 
well evidenced by the Georgian invective language).23 Certainly, the question 
concerns not the absence of erotism but the normative orientation of the culture 
that views erotism in the context of ideological perception. Simultaneously, a 
magical value is ascribed to virginity and it is perceived as a gift of God. 

An independent cluster of “sexuality” revealed by our research also bears a 
deep influence of the Christian ideology and is also discussed in the context of 
family as sexuality is traditionally perceived positively in relation to family and 
negatively apart from it.  

This cluster is presented in a binary form incorporating the concepts descri-
bing “pure” and “impure” events. On one side, there is a unit of items such as 
“homosexual – prostitute - lust,” as well as “sex - sexual desire – power – mo-
ney” and on the other side, “virginity” and “following the rules” as independent 
sub-clusters. This cluster ends with the concepts describing religiosity: “belief – 
God - religion.” The presented constructs clearly represent an ideological 
perception of sexuality in the Georgian mentality – on the one hand, desexuali-
zed perception of “pure” feelings and, on the other hand, aggressive sex related 
to sin, which is traditionally linked to the negative perception of power and mo-
ney in the Christian cultures. Traditional pressure on the sexual sphere, despite 
the increased tolerance to it, explains the incorporation of the concept of “respo-
nsibility” in this semantic field. It can be stated that for our respondents the tra-
ditional interpretative system concerning sexual relationships still remains ac-
tive. Responsibility as a demand from the in-group should be taken into consi-
deration despite a person’s gender though with different contents, namely, in ca-
se of a woman the responsibility for having a sexual relationship is accentuated, 
while in case of a man acceptance / non-acceptance of such a relationship is em-

                                                
23 Thus, a Georgian woman’s normative face in the mentality is quite desexualized. However, so-

me scholars present an absolutely different perception of a Georgian woman. In K.Kapaneli’s 
words, a Georgian woman has nothing in common with the Christian stereotype but the key to 
her nature should be found in the myth about the Argonauts, namely, in Medea’s face. To him a 
Georgian woman’s character resembles that of the amazons and is quite distant from Penelope 
considered by him as the western cultural ideal of a family woman [8]. 
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phasized (for instance, an extremely hostile attitude to homosexual relationships 
or a pressure to select a “right” marital partner).24   

The semantic unity of “solitude – separation - non-movement” having a ne-
gative connotation can be considered as a continuation of the negative semantic 
unities presented above that is definitely related to “following the rules.” Along 
with these concepts, the given semantic space unites such concepts as “maintai-
ning standards” and “stability,” which once again indicates that for our respon-
dents the stability in male-female relationships is achieved through maintaining 
standards or steady patterns. In the cultures like Georgia the responsibility for 
following the normative requirements is a necessary condition of in-group stabi-
lity. Based on such considerations, it is not surprising that the concept of “love” 
hasn’t joined this cluster.    

The content of the discussed cluster is quite varied. Here ideological-norma-
tive constructs and real life are presented in a united but well structured form 
that is well evidenced by the fact that such concepts as “youth,” “individua-
lism,” “laughter,” and “health” joined the considered semantic field. Two con-
cepts describing cosmic categories - “destiny” and “fortune,” directly associated 
with the Georgian idiom “having a good fortune” meaning a lucky marriage, al-
so joined it.    

In regard to the abovementioned, it is necessary to discuss another cluster, 
the semantic core of which is the construct of “love,” which has united, on the 
one hand, with the concepts of “devotion” and “fertility” universally associated 
with love, and on the other hand, with the concepts having socially significant 
semantic meanings such as “wealth” and “ambition.” Such a semantic ambigui-
ty of this cluster should be explained with the specifics of traditional cultures. 

The fact is that in collectivist cultures romantic love is not necessarily con-
sidered to be the basis of family [5]. Therefore, the perception of love reveals a 
trend of being linked to the categories having social connotation such as power, 
wealth, etc. Consequently, the indicators of status/prestige play a crucial role in 
the perception of one’s love, which pushes a person to consider the construct of 
love not independently but in a close relation to the socially acceptable form of 
its realization [12]. Our research data consider the presented semantic field in 
this very light and clarify the fact of incorporation of all the abovementioned 
items in a single cluster. 

It is noteworthy that despite this normative orientation, the Georgian culture 
is quite tolerant to romantic love that can be explained by the fact that alongside 
the general collectivist orientation of the Georgian culture tended to small social 
                                                
24 By the way, the tradition of following the Christian rules is quite consciously given to the young 

people. According to our MA students - S.Chachanidze’s and N.Gabinashvili’s research re-
sults, 46% of the student respondents consider pre-marital sexual relationships unacceptable 
because of the religious norms and the majority of such responses belong to the male students.  
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groups, at a personal level there coexist such apparent individualist orientations 
as an over-emphasized sense of personal dignity, pride, sensitivity to personal 
abuse, self-respect, openness to new experiences, and strong orientation toward 
achievement, which is usually realized in a successful professional career. The-
se tendencies explain a close link of the construct of “individualism” with such 
concepts as “youth,” “health,” and “laughter” and their incorporation in the sa-
me cluster. It can be concluded that our data vividly reflect a certain contradicti-
on existing in the Georgian culture between the culture-level typological orien-
tations and the individual-level personal ones.25  

 
Conclusion. 

The presented paper has discussed essential constructs representing insepa-
rable part of the Georgians’ collective representations. Logical categorization of 
these constructs has vividly reflected social categorization of the events descri-
bed by them. Application of the psychosemantic approach has given us the op-
portunity to analyze the place of these events in the Georgians’ ethnic picture of 
the world. The analysis of the semantic meanings of the constructs has been un-
dertaken within the context of not just a given cluster but the whole semantic 
space revealed by the research. Besides, in order to fill the missing semantic 
texts we have referred to the varied material (linguistic, historical, etc.) of the 
Georgian culture. 

The clusters analyzed here, implying such items as kinship networks, sexua-
lity, and love, are inseparable from the cultural value of family taking into con-
sideration the cultural context, in which the data are collected. The research has 
revealed quite a traditional understanding of kinship networks as well as an im-
portant influence of the Orthodox Christian worldview on the perception of the-
se constructs. There has been identified a tendency of perceiving sexuality posi-
tively in relation to family and negatively apart from it. Consequently, a close 
relation of the concepts of “virginity,” “purity,” and “responsibility” to the per-
ception of sexual sphere as a social sign, as well as to the value of in-group rela-
tions, has been revealed. The construct of “love” has also been perceived as in-
separable from the concepts representing socially significant meanings within 
in-group (status, prestige, etc.). In the light of the typological characteristics of 
the Georgian culture, it is evident that family remains one of the most essential 
in-groups and possesses a classificatory function in the Georgian mentality.      

Our aim has not been to study the impact of current socio-cultural transfor-
mations on the Georgians’ mentality; however, the research results illustrate a 
deep influence of the traditional cultural worldview on the contemporary Geor-

                                                
25 The cultural researchers agree on the necessity of separating the culture-level and individual-

level dimensions of culture [10]. 
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gians’ implicit normative-value system, which seems to be an equally important 
outcome.  
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In this paper is presented the integration process of German population in the Bes-

sarabia society, focusing on social, economic and cultural situation and also, their acti-
vity in the context of the regional political events, especially in the frame of Sfatul rii 
(the legislative body).  

Despite the fact that till 1905 in the Russian Empire was not recognized some spe-
cial regimes for national minorities grace to the colonization policy realized by Russian 
authorities, they had some social and cultural privileges, which assured a flourishing 
development and active participation in the life of the guberniya. Among the numerous 
political formations from Bessarabia, were confirmed and German social – political 
organizations. The existence of these organizations denotes the high level of the natio-
nal cohesion of its members.  

In the period of 1918-1923, the main objective was to create an optimum frame for 
national minorities, in order to guarantee the equality of the civil and political rights, 
and the free confessional and cultural development. The involvement of the German mi-
norities from Bessarabia in the Romanian state was a complex process marked by the 
positive elements and tensioned situations, also.  

 
La momentul anex rii Basarabiei la Imperiul arist în 1812 popula ia regiu-

nii era de 482.630 de persoane, dintre care alogenii constituiau nu mai mult de 
6% din popula ie [12, 197-198], iar spre sfîr itul secolului al XIX-lea num rul 
total al locuitorilor acestui inut era de 1.935.412 de persoane, dintre care aloge-
nii constituiau aproximativ o jum tate[15, 70]. 

 
Tabelul 1. Componen a etnic  a popula iei din Basarabia potrivit Recens -

mîntului din 189726 
Na ionalit i Procentaj Num r de 

locuitori 
Moldoveni 47,6 920.919 
Ucraineni  19,6 379.198 
Evrei 11,8 228.168 

                                                
26 La baza constat rii apartenen ei etnice a fost pus  limba în care vorbeau responden ii. Deoa-

rece mul i moldoveni se declarau vorbitori de limb  rus , ei au fost înscri i drept ru i. 
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Velicoru i 8,2 155.774 
Bulgari 5,3 103.492 

uzi 2,9 57.045 
Germani 1,3 60.215 
Polonezi 0,6 11.696 

igani 0,4 8.636 
Armeni 0,1 2.080 
Bieloru i 0,1 2.471 
Greci 0,2 2.737 
Alte na ionalit i 0,085 - 

 
Aceast  evolu ie a componen ei etnice a societ ii basarabene se datora atît 

factorilor economici, cît i condi iilor politice, caracteristice pentru dezvoltarea 
provinciei în componen a Imperiului Rus. Promovînd o politic  de anexare, gu-
vernul arist a colonizat intens teritoriul cu coloni ti de alte etnii. Ac iunea a fost 
minu ios conceput i organizat ; recrutarea coloni tilor se f cu în baza unor 
condi ii stricte, printre care aceea de a avea o meserie (cizmar, croitor, fierar, 
olar, es tor, zidar, agricultor etc.), i un anume statut social (existen a unei fa-
milii). Au fost adoptate i legi, care facilitau via a coloni tilor în inut, acord n-
du-le diverse privilegii: scutirea de impozite pe o perioad  de 4 ani, scutirea de 
serviciul militar, împropriet rirea cu p mînt, bani pentru construirea locuin elor 
[12, 205], astfel c  aceste facilit i constituiau „o invita ie deschis  pentru cei 
to i care voiau s  vin ”. [7, 34] În consecin , aceste ac iuni au atras în Basara-
bia un num r important de coloni ti, printre care se aflau mul i nem i, ru i, bul-
gari, g uzi etc.  

Primii coloni tii germani au sosit din Ducatul Var oviei în 1814 i au fost 
oficial numi i “coloni ti var ovinieni”. Urm toarele valuri de migra ie a germa-
nilor au fost în anii 1817, 1821, 1826, 1836 i 1842, care cu timpul s-au r spîn-
dit în regiunile centrale i de nord ale provinciei. C tre anul 1907 în Basarabia 
erau atestate 75 de localit i rurale germane în cîteva jude e, dintre care Akker-
man – 50, în jude ul Bender – 16, în  Ismail – 4, în  Chi in u - 3, B i – 1, So-
roca – 1. [17, 212] 

Îndeletnicirile de baz  ale nem ilor erau agricultura, pomicultura, viticultura 
i cre terea vitelor (cai, cornute, oi, p ri). Migrînd în Basarabia, ei au adus cu 

sine unele metode inovatoarei de prelucrare a p mîntului, precum i uneltele ne-
cesare (era vestit plugul de fier cu mai multe lame, care a primit denumirea de 
„plug german basarabean”) ce le-au permis s  ob in  succese considerabile în 
agricultur . Astfel s-au creat condi ii pentru apari ia unor elemente respective de 
suprastructur : b nci ne ti, institute de credit, societ i pe ac iuni, asocia ii 
agricole. La rîndul lor, acestea au stimulat dezvoltarea economic , apari ia indu-
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striei: construc ia de care, fabrici textile, mor rit, industria de unelte agricole, 
industria de prelucrare a laptelui.  

Un alt gen de activitate era achizi ionarea i arenda p mînturilor de c tre 
uniunile coloni tilor germani, proces care s-a intensificat la începutul secolului 
XX. Cele mai multe p mînturi au fost cump rate în jude ele Akkerman, Ismail 
i Bender. Spre exemplu, în perioada anilor 1905-1911 numai în jude ul Ismail 

germanii au cump rat 26.692 desetine de p mînt. [1, 31] 
 

Tabelul 2. Situa ia funciar  a coloni tilor germani din Basarabia în anul 1912. 
[1, 36] 
 

Originari din Germania Originari din alte state 
Cantitatea 

mîntului st pînit 
Cantitatea 

mîntului st pînit 

 
Jude ul Num rul 

de 
familii cu drept de 

proprietate 
cu 

drept 
de 

arend  

Num rul 
de 

familii cu drept de 
proprietate 

cu 
drept 

de 
arend  

Orhei - - - - - - 
Hotin - - - - - - 
Soroca - - - - - - 
Chi in u - - - 57 - 1.168 
Ismail 941 48.792 

desetine 
5.627 12 - 1.496 

i 54 - 702 41 458 772 
Bender 3.350 26.532 - - - - 
Akerman 2. 783 105.439 - - - - 
Total: 7. 128 180.763 6.329 110 458 3.436 

 
Publicistul rus N.Zabotkin, care a studiat activitatea coloni tilor germani în 

jude ul Akkerman, constatat  c  achizi ionarea p mînturilor de c tre germani 
punea în pericol dezvoltarea agriculturii în alte gospod rii, proprietarii c rora nu 
erau de origine german . Potrivit datelor prezentate de acest autor, în anul 1910 
germanii constituiau 15% din popula ia total  a jude ului i de ineau 54% din 
proprietatea funciar  privat i 24% din loturile de împropriet rie. [16, 2] O 
asemenea stare de lucruri a pus în gard  autorit ile ariste, care în 1912 le-au 
suspendat coloni tilor germani dreptul de a achizi iona p mînturi [1, 25]. 

Faptul c  de ineau un volum considerabil de loturi le permitea  germanilor 
 participe activ în via a politic i social  a guberniei. În jude ele unde repre-

zentau majoritatea popula iei, gra ie faptului c  erau uni i, ei erau ale i f  pie-
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dici  în  organele de administrare  local .  Spre exemplu,  în  1909 la  Adunarea de 
zemstv  a jude ului Akkerman din partea proprietarilor de p mînt ce nu erau de 
vi  nobil  trebuiau desemna i 4 consilieri, ace tia fiind ale i de a doua Adunare 
electoral . Lista persoanelor cu drept de participare la Adunare includea 29 de 
germani i 16 ru i. Existînd aceast  preponderen  numeric  a germanilor, la 
Adunarea electoral  cei 4 consilieri au fost ale i din rîndurile lor [16, 4]. 

Examenînd situa ia nem ilor din Basarabia, se poate constata, c  ei benefici-
au de mai multe facilit i în compara ie cu al i coloni ti. În primul rînd, acest lu-
cru se manifesta printr-o form  special  de administrare a localit ilor germane, 
ce includea elemente de autoguvernare. În fruntea comunit ii se afla un staros-
te, doi asesori i un pisar, ale i de adunarea general  a locuitorilor. Toate actele 
erau perfectate în limba german i numai cele mai importante documentele 
erau traduse în limba rus . Dar aceast  stare a lucrurilor a luat sfîr it în 1871, 
cînd s-a adoptat un nou Cod legislativ ce a lichidat privilegiile men ionate. Or 
ele au fost lichidate doar „de jure”, iar „de facto” continuau s  existe, astfel c  
situa ia coloni tilor a r mas practic neschimbat . Ei duceau un mod de via  izo-
lat i evitau s  intre în contact cu alte na ionalit i.  

În plus, germanii i-au men inut dreptul de a deschide coli na ionale cu 
predare în limba matern . În fiecare colonie existau biserici sau case de rug ci-
uni, unde serviciul divin era oficiat în limba german . Rolul bisericii în comuni-
tatea german  din Basarabia a fost nu numai cel obi nuit confesional, ci i unul 
educativ i cultural, deoarece ea avea misiunea  de a cultiva i a r spîndi la noile 
genera ii limba matern , prin intermediul colilor pe care le patrona. Pîn  în 
1891, germanii au avut numai coli pe lîng  biserici, cu înv tori remunera i de 

tre enoria i. La începutul secolului XX situa ia s-a schimbat, m rindu-se nu-
rul colilor, inclusiv a celor publice. Drept rezultat, potrivit datelor recens -

mîntului din 1897 63,5% b rba i i 62,9 femei de origine german  erau tiutori 
de carte, fapt ce-i situa pe primul loc la capitolul tiin ei de carte printre celelal-
te etnii din gubernie. 

 
Tabelul 3. tiin a de carte a popula iei din Basarabia dup  na ionalit i i se-

xe (potrivit recens mîntului din 28 ianuarie 1897) [8, 9]27. 
Nr. Na ionalit ile rba i % Femei % 

1 Germani 63,5 62,9 
2 Polonezi 55,6 52,9 
3 Velicoru i 49,9 21,1 
4 Evrei 49,6 24,1 
5 Bulgari 31,4 6,4 

                                                
27 Conform datelor din Dic ionarul statistic al Basarabiei în toat  Basarabia exist  un num r de 

tiutori de carte de 283.174, ce reprezint  15,55% din totalul general al popula iei.  
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6 Maloru i 15,3 3,1 
7 Moldoveni 10,5 1,7 
8 igani 0,9 0,9 

 
Men inerea vechilor tradi ii în organizarea înv mîntului le-a permis ger-

manilor din Basarabia s  resimt  mai pu in efectele negative ale domina iei str -
ine. În 1881 colile parohiale germane din subordonarea Ministerului Patrimoni-
ului Statului au fost transferate c tre Ministerul Înv mîntului, care oblig  co-
munit ile germane s  invite pedagogi de limb  rus . Mai tîrziu, în 1891, oficia-
lit ile ruse au decis ca în toate colile germane 2/3 din materiile de studiu s  fie 
predate în limba rus , urm rindu-se prin aceasta rusificarea germanilor din Ba-
sarabia. Îns  lipsa de cadre didactice de etnie ru , a încetinit procesul declan at 
de autorit i. În 1914 în colile germane din 54 de înv tori, doar 7 erau  ru i. 
Chiar  i  limba  rus  (11  ore  pe  s pt mîn )  era  predat  de  înv tori  de  origine  
german , care nu cuno teau insuficient limba de stat a Imperiului Rus. Rezulta-
tele erau pe potriv , c ci spre exemplu în 1910 50% din germanii ce locuiau în 
jude ul Akkerman nu cuno teau limba rus . [16, 2] 

 O alt  modalitate de p strare a tradi iilor na ionale era realizat  prin diferite 
asocia ii culturale. În anul 1908 a fost constituit  „Societatea german  de popu-
larizare a înv mîntului în Basarabia”, ce avea ca scop organizarea i extinde-
rea înv mîntului primar i secundar printre popula ia german  din gubernie. 
Aria activit ilor acestei societ i era variat : organizarea cursurilor pentru pro-
fesorii din colile germane, înfiin area bibliotecilor, activitatea editorial , desc-
hiderea institu iilor de înv mînt de toate nivelele etc. În noile coli deschise se 
insista ca limba de instruire s  fie limba matern ; în limba rus  erau inute doar 
orele de limba rus , istoria i geografia Rusiei. [2, 9-10] O alt  asocia ie, înfiin-
at  la Chi in u la 15 septembrie 1913, organiza  programe artistice, a a numi-

tele „Deutsche Abende” (Serate germane), unde printrealte multiple activit i, 
se puneau în scen  piese de teatru în limba german . [9, 74] 

Pîn  la 1905 în Basarabia nu se editau ziare în limba german . În timpul gu-
vern rii ruse ti, teritoriile locuite de germanii basarabeni aveau drept centru ad-
ministrativ ora ul Odesa, unde se editau ziare în limba german , care erau r spî-
ndite în Basarabia i serveau ca surs  de informare pentru germanii basarabeni. 
Din 1863 ap rea „Odessaer Zeitung”, unul dintre sus in torii lui fiind basarabe-
anul K.Wilhelm, care dup  1874 a ajuns cel mai important jurnalist german din 
Odesa. Prin urmare, pîn  în anul 1918 problemele basarabene au fost bine pre-
zentate în „Odessaer Zeitung” i în calendarul afiliat. [9, 77] 

Începutul primului r zboi mondial a înr ut it la maximum condi iile de 
existen  ale coloni tilor germani în Basarabia. La 2 februarie 1915 Consiliul de 
mini tri al Rusiei ariste a emis regulamentul „Despre încetarea dreptului de 
proprietate funciar i dreptului de exploatare a p mîntului pentru persoanele de 
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provinien  austriac , ungar i german  în localit ile aflate în apropierea fron-
tierilor”. Conform acestui regulament, administra ia guberniei Basarabiei a înto-
cmit o list  a persoanelor c rora li s-au expropriat p mînturile aflate în raza de 
100 verste pe linia frontierilor [22]. La 15 mai 1915 Direc ia general  a po tei 
din Basarabia a emis o ordonan  conform c reia se interzicea recep ionarea te-
legramelor cu destina ie intern  în limba german  [23]. Începînd cu anul 1915, 
Ministerul Înv mîntului decide c  toate colile germane din Basarabia s  fie 
închise, iar în locul lor au fost deschise coli ruse ti. Indignate de aceast  deci-
zie comunit ile germane au trimis o reclama ie la Sankt-Petersburg. Pentru  
examinarea chestiunii în gubernie a fost creat  o comisie special , care a sus i-
nut hot rîrea Ministerului, argumentîndu- i pozi ia prin faptul c  „redeschiderea 
colilor germane nu este posibil , deoarece va fi necesar s  fie deschise i coli 

moldovene ti în gubernie. Iar datele statistice despre reu ita la înv tur  a ele-
vilor din colile germane i din colile moldovene ti demonstreaz  c  rezultatele 
elevilor în studierea limbii ruse sînt nesatisf toare. Pentru a îmbun i situa-
ia creat  este necesar s  fie deschise numai coli ruse ti” [24]. 

Examenînd modul de via i prevederile legale în baza c rora activau ger-
manii în Basarabia, putem constata c  ele au desf urat activit i  multiple, par-
ticipînd activ în via a social , politic i economic  a guberniei. De asemenea, 
ei se caracterizau  printr-o organizare i coeziune etnic  puternic . Încercînd s  
men in  studierea limbii materne în coli, constituind societ i cu caracter eco-
nomic, cultural germanii tindeau spre ajutorarea cona ionalilor lor i perpetuarea 
culturii i tradi iilor na ionale, opunîndu-se ac iunilor intense de rusificare.  

Revolu iile ruse din 1905 i 1917 au fost evenimente majore care au provo-
cat schimb ri de esen  nu doar interne, ci i interna ionale. Basarabia, fiind par-
te component  a Imperiului arist, a fost influen at  direct i masiv de dinamica 
evenimentelor revolu ionare. În aceast  perioad  în regiune apar circa 50 de par-
tide i grup ri politice, care acoper  întregul spectru politic [10, 131]. Organiza-
iile social-politice se deosebeau prin programele lor, prin viziunea asupra dez-

volt rii evenimentelor, prin metodele de activitate, îns  practic toate programele 
con ineau revendic ri de ordin na ional.  

O organizare politic -na ional  propriu-zis  a coloni tilor nem i din Basara-
bia începe dup  marele Congres inut între 14-16 mai 1917 la Odesa, la care au 
participat delega ii nem i din întreaga Rusie i unde au fost formulate toate reve-
ndic rile culturale, religioase i politice ale germanilor din întreaga Rusie, la ca-
re au aderat i nem ii din Basarabia. [11, 13] Ulterior popula ia german  din Ba-
sarabia i-a unificat for ele în „Uniunea cet enilor de na ionalitate german ”, 
care reprezenta interesele germanilor.  

Un alt eveniment din Basarabia, în care s-au manifestat din plin i popula ia 
de etnie german  au fost alegerile în Adunarea Constituant . În vîltoarea eveni-
mentelor anului 1917 Adunarea Constituant  ap rea ca „singurul a ez mînt d -
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tor de legi pentru a ezarea formelor noi de via i a tuturor rînduielilor în ri 
i numai dup  ce î i va aduce hot rîrile se vor schimba toate rînduielile în ri” 

[18]. Printre forma iunile politice ce i-au înaintat listele, înregistrate de comisia 
electoral  de circumscrip ie, au fost i organiza iile minorit ilor na ionale: „Bu-
ndul” (reunit cu partidul social-democrat); „Comitetul electoral na ional evrei-
esc”, (nr.9); „Organiza iile socialiste ucrainene”; „Uniunea cet enilor de na io-
nalitate german ”. Candida ii de la „Uniunea cet enilor de na ionalitate germa-

” au fost înainta i pe lista electoral  sub nr.12. [4, 7] 
Rezultatatele alegerilor în Adunarea Constituant , în circumscrip ia Basara-

bia, au fost urm toarele: Sovietul de deputa i ai ranilor a întrunit 36,7% din 
num rul total de voturi; sociali tii-revolu ionari – 31,2%; comitetul electoral na-
ional evreiesc – 10,6%; interna ionali tii – 6,9%; cade ii – 4,5%; sociali tii uc-

raineni – 4%; Partidul Na ional Moldovenesc – 2,2%, Uniunea proprietarilor ag-
rari – 1,5%; „Uniunea cet enilor de na ionalitate german ” – 0,4%, etc. [5, 14] 

Lupta pentru mandatele de deputat în Adunarea Constituant  a întregii Rusii 
a reprezentat o posibilitate de manifestare pe arena vie ii publice pentru toate fo-
rma iunle social-politice din provincie, fapt de care nu au întîrziat s  profite i 
reprezentan ii minorit ilor na ionale. Minoritarii germani au demonstrat un ni-
vel înalt de organizare, reunindu- i for ele în forma unei uniuni, ce au înaintat 
liste proprii de candida i.  

În aceast  perioad  mai multe forma iuni politice, ob te ti i militare, i-au 
propus s  lupte ca s  ob in  toate drepturile pentru a duce un mod de via  pros-
per. În situa ia cînd grup rile politice civile n-au fost în stare s  realizeze în pra-
ctic  ideea cre rii unui organ legislativ în Basarabia, în avanscena luptei pentru 
eliberare na ional i politic  s-au situat organiza iile militare ale basarabenilor. 
Ideea organiz rii unui „Sfat al rii”, care s  dezbat i s  hot rasc  soarta Ba-
sarabiei, inînd seama, fire te, i de drepturile minorit ilor etnice din guberniei, 
a fost formulat  de Comitetul Central Ost esc sub pre eden ia lui Gherman Pî-
ntea în ziua de 16 iulie 1917 [12, 276]. Astfel, la 20 octombrie 1917 la Chi in u 
a fost convocat Congresul ost esc. La 21 octombrie 1917, congresul a procla-
mat în unanimitate autonomia politic i teritorial  a Basarabiei. Pe lîng  rezo-
lu ia „Cu privire la autonomia Basarabiei”, congresul a adoptat o decizie „Cu 
privire la Sfatul rii”, conceput ca organ legislativ suprem. 

Structura na ional  a Sfatului rii, care întrunea 150 persoane, ar ta astfel: 
105 (70%) deputa i moldoveni, 15 (10%) ucraineni, 13 (9 %) evrei, 7 (4%) ru i, 
3 (2%) bulgari, 2 (1,4%) germani, 2 (1,4%) g uzi, 1 (0,7%) polonez, 1 (0,7%) 
armean, 1 (0,7%) grec. 

Chiar de la începutul activit ii Sfatului rii deputa ii germani s-au încad-
rat energic în procesul de activitate al acestuia. Pozi ia i deciziile reprezentan i-
lor popula iei minoritare în cadrul Sfatului rii au evoluat în func ie de mersul 
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general al evenimentelor din fostul Imperiu Rus, de situa ia proprie a Basarabiei 
i de caracterul problemelor abordate. 

La fel reprezentan ii germanilor au participat la dezbaterile edin ei Sfatului 
rii din 27 martie 1918, în care s-a discutat problema unirii Basarabiei cu Ro-

mânia. În numele popula iei germane deputatul Van Lesh a declarat: ”În calitate 
de reprezentant al tuturor germanilor din Republica Moldoveneasc , care se ri-
dic  la mai bine de 75.000, în numele frac iunii mele, declar c  popula ia ger-
man  nu ne-a împuternicit s  hot rîm chestiunea alipirii Republicii Moldove-
ne ti oriunde ar fi. La aceast  chestiune poate r spunde doar Congresul tuturor 
germanilor din Republica Moldoveneasc . De aceea noi ne ab inem de la vot” 
[13, 146]. 

Dup  ce i-au expus opiniile i al i deputa i din Sfatul rii, a fost pus  la 
vot rezolu ia „Blocului Moldovenesc” cu privire la unirea Basarabiei cu Româ-
nia. Rezultatul vot rii a fost urm torul: au votat pentru 86 deputa i; împotriv - 
3; s-au ab inut – 36; absen i -13 deputa i. Deputa ii ce s-au ab inut în marea lor 
majoritate erau reprezentan ii popula iei minoritare; din cele 3 voturi împotriv  
– dou  au fost exprimate de delega ii ucraineni. Optînd pentru ab inerea de la 
vot, reprezentan ii etniilor minoritare au permis deputa ilor majoritari s i asu-
me întreaga responsabilitate pentru noul destin al inutului dintre Prut i Nistru. 

Cu toate acestea, pe parcursul anului 1918, reprezentan ii etniilor minoritare 
au fost pu i în situa ia de a- i preciza atitudinea fa  de deciziile de unire ale ro-
mânilor. Analizînd realist conjunctura, liderii minorit ilor na ionale din Basara-
bia au ob inut sprijinul cona ionalilor, exprimat în forma unor declara ii publice 
de aprobare a deciziei de unire. În acest fel s-au pronun at germanii din Basara-
bia. În urma congresului de la Tarutino din 7 mai 1919, o delega ie a germanilor 
basarabeni (din componen a c reia f ceau parte pastorul Gaadze pre edinte, 
M.Neumann secretar i A.Widmer i E.Weis membri) a sosit la Bucure ti, pent-
ru a declara acordul minorit ii germane cu privire la unirea Basarabiei cu Ro-
mânia [19]. 

Integrarea minorit ilor na ionale în statul român a constituit o preocupare 
constant  a autorit ilor române. Din acest motiv, la nivel legislativ eforturile 
guvernan ilor au urm rit cu prioritate f urirea unui cadru optim, care urma s  
asigure deplina egalitate a tuturor cet enilor României. Baza regimului juridic 
al minorit ilor din România a fost pus  de Tratatului pentru protec ia minorit -
ilor, semnat la Paris în octombrie 1920.28 Con inutul acestui tratat a permis reg-

                                                
28 La 1 mai 1919 în cadrul Conferin ei de pace s-a înfiin at Comisia statelor noi i a minorit i-

lor, pus  sub pre eden ia lui Philippe Berthelot i format  din reprezentan ii Fran ei, Marii 
Britanii, SUA, Italiei i Japoniei. Ea a elaborat a a-numitele Tratate ale minorit ilor. Primul 
a fost semnat de Marile Puteri cu Polonia, la 28 iunie 1919. Ulterior el a constituit un model i 
pentru celelalte state.  
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lementarea problemei minoritare din România i a facilitat procesul de integrare 
a minorit ilor na ionale în cadrul statului român. Ulterior tratatul a servit drept 
punct de plecare pentru noua Constitu ie, promulgat  la 29 martie 1923 i a  
unui ir de legi interne adoptate în România cu privire la minorit ile na ionale. 

Crearea cadrului juridic corespunz tor urm rea mai multe obiective, ce ave-
au ca scop unificarea teritoriului întregit din punct de vedere politic, economic, 
social i cultural. 

Unul dintre obiectivele primordiale ale procesului de integrare a Basarabiei 
în cadrul României viza domeniul înv mîntului, care s-a manifestat, în primul 
rînd, prin na ionalizarea colilor din Basarabia.  

În conformitate cu Raportul în chestiunea na ionaliz rii colilor medii, ela-
borat în mai 1918 de Directoratul de instruc ie public , institu ie regional  îns r-
cinat  cu administrarea colii basarabene, fiecare etnie avea dreptul s i instrui-
asc  copiii în coala sa na ional . Principiile de na ionalizare elaborate erau p t-
runse de grija solu ion rii echitabile a problemelor înv mîntului din Basara-
bia. Aceste principii au stat la baza Proiectului cu privire la organizarea gimna-
ziilor din Basarabia din 14 august 1918 [20], care acordau tuturor minorit ilor 
din Basarabia dreptul de a avea licee de stat cu limba matern  de predare. Con-
form prevederilor acestui document, din num rul total de 38 de institu ii de în-

mînt secundar, pentru instruirea elevilor români au fost repartizate 27 de in-
stitu ii i 11 pentru reprezentan ii minorit ilor na ionale, dintre care 1 – germa-
nilor ( gimnaziul de b ie i din Tarutino); 

De asemenea, în Basarabia a fost introdus înv mîntul primar obligatoriu, 
fiind deschise noi coli primare i secundare, acordîndu-se drepturi largi în do-
meniul colariz rii i grupurilor minoritare. În anul 1921 în inut func ionau deja 
1.787 coli primare, dintre care  50 – germane.  

 
Tabelul 4. Situa ia în domeniul înv îmîntului primar de stat în a.1920-1921 

[21] 
Num rul de coli primare Localitatea 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
jud. Chi in u 181 263 180 1       
or. Chi in u 51 - 28  13 9 1    
jud.Hotin 209 212 99 103 1 5 1    
jud. Izmail 116 108 100  7   7 2  

                                                                                                                   
Prin aceste tratate Marile Puteri inten ionau s  evite în timp declan area unor conflicte inte-

rstatale, care ar fi avut printre cauze i aspecte legate de etniile minoritare. Ele î i bazau op i-
unea, în primul rînd, pe aportul hot rîtor în ob inerea victoriei finale i în al doilea rînd, pe 
num rul relativ mare al minorit ilor etnice în statele nou create, care i-au extins suprafa a. 
Cehoslovacia cu 34,6%; Polonia cu 31,2%; România cu 28,8% erau rile în care procentul 
minorit ilor era cel mai mare. 
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jud. Soroca 215 302 179 205 2 9     
jud. Cetatea-
Alb  

291 269 87 50 44 5  48 56 1 

jud. B i 218 347 188 20 1 6 2 1   
jud. Tighina 202 256 152 12 20 5  12 1  
jud. Orhei 218 345 211 1  6     
jud. Cahul 106 199 97  1   2 6  
În total: 198

7 
2301 132

1 
212 89 45 4 50 65 1 

Note: 1 - numarul de coli primare; 2 – numarul de sate; 3 – române ti; 4 – 
ucraine ti; 5 – ruse ti; 6 – evreie ti; 7 – poloneze; 8 – germane; 9 – bulg re ti; 
10 – armene ti 

 
Via a economic  a germanilor din Basarabia constituia un aspect al evolu i-

ei întregii ri. În anul 1923 ei administrau circa 3-5% din întreprinderile basara-
bene. Din 302 întreprinz tori germani - în ora e activau 14 persoane i 288 la 
sate, în special în jude ul Cetatea Alb  (234 întreprinz tori).  

Un moment important al vie ii economice a fost realizarea reformei agrare 
din 1920. În procesul de împropriet rire cu p mînt au fost inclu i i reprezenta-

ii minorit ilor na ionale. Ca urmare cele 1.491.916 ha de p mînt au fost repa-
rtizate la 357.016 de rani: 262.536 erau români, iar 94.480 de alte na ionali-

i, dintre care 6.377 (1,9%) agricultori germani au fost împropriet ri i cu 
32.489 (3%) ha sau cîte 5,09 ha de familie [6, 160]. 

Cazul împropriet ririi cu p mînt a minorit ii germane din Basarabia a rep-
rezentat o situa ie aparte. Înc  în toiul primului r zboi mondial, din motive pur 
politice, prin dou  legi excep ionale, din 2 februarie i respectiv 15 decembrie 
1915, Guvernul rus a expropriat coloni tii austro-ungari i germani din Imperiul 
Rus de p mînt i case particulare. Dup  unire, potrivit reformei agrare, abuzul 
administra iei ruse a fost înl turat prin ordonan a nr.9548 din 20 noiembrie 1918 
a Directoratului Agriculturii din Basarabia. To i cei deposeda i de p mînt i case 
urmau s i recapete bunurile pierdute i m surile Directoratului au început s  
fie aplicate, îns  „Casa Noastr ”, organul abilitat cu realizarea reformei agrare 
în Basarabia, a neglijat Ordonan a Directoratului, dispunînd trecerea p mînturi-
lor coloni tilor germani deposeda i în fondul rural al „ Casei Noastre”. Aceasta 
era un abuz, de aceea în urma ac iunilor întreprinse de „Consiluil Popular al co-
loni tilor germani din Basarabia” cu asisten a juristului basarabean V.Ebricea-
nu, ce a luat ap rarea coloni tilor germani, a fost demonstrat  inechitatea ac iu-
nilor conducerii „Casei Noastre”. Drept rezultat a fost promulgat Decretul-lege 
nr.4236 din 6 octombrie 1919, care anula legea din 1915, îns  cu obliga iunea, 
ca to i proprietarii s  se prezinte înaintea Tribunalelor respective i s  demonst-
reze cu acte vechi ruse ti dreptul de proprietate asupra acestor p mînturi. Cu to-
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ate c  coloni tii germani au îndeplinit aceste formalit i, „Casa Noastr ” nu i-a 
pus totu i în posesia propriet ilor lor, deoarece nu a recunoscut valabilitatea ac-
telor de proprietate. Germanii, îns  erau insisten i. Prin decizia „Congresului co-
loni tilor germani” din 29-30 august 1923 care a avut loc în comuna Tarutino, s-
a organizat un comitet ce urma s  reprezinte interesele etniei în problema agrar  
la Bucure ti [3, 54]. 

Datele i faptele men ionate relev  cu claritate faptul c  încadrarea minori-
tarilor de etnie german  din Basarabia în statul român a fost un proces complex, 
marcat de elemente pozitive, dar i de st ri tensionate. De asemenea procesul de 
integrare a germanilor a fost influen at i de atitudinea lor fa  de noua guverna-
re. Pe parcursul întregii perioade germanii au acceptat guvernarea român . Ger-
manii erau cet eni harnici, prosperi i loiali fa  de statul român, motiv pentru 
care au fost trata i decent de c tre autorit ile române. În timpul evenimentelor 
din Tatarbunar la 1924, în unele sate ruse ti ei au ajutat autorit ile române s  
instaureze ordinea.  

Soarta istoric  a popula iei germane  din Basarabia a fost influen at  de aco-
rdul între guvernele Germaniei i URSS din 5 septembrie 1940 privind evacua-
rea tuturor germanilor de pe teritoriul Basarabiei i nordului Bucovinei în patria 
sa etnic . [14, 91-93] În conformitate cu datele anului 1939, din cei 77.545 ger-
mani din Basarabia, în septembrie 1941 în Germania au plecat 72.171 de perso-
ane.    
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Europe has always been an important partner of Russia, and while the cent-

res of influence and power (among which are the US, the European Union, Chi-
na) are changing, the development of the relations with the EU countries has in-
creasingly been essential. For the Russian people Europe has also been a signifi-
cant factor of the identity, even if it is achieved by denying European values and 
searching for “special” Russian way. Across the world globalization has been 
eroding national boundaries and traditional foundations of national identities. In 
Russia, a loss of Soviet identity contributes to the complexity of these trends. 
The search for new identity can be characterized as a complex, multidimensio-
nal  process  at  the level  of  individuals,  social  groups and a society as  a  whole.   
During this process the perceptions of Russian mass consciousness of the place 
and role or Russia in the world, other countries, Western institutions and values, 
as well as the issues of identity formation are changing [1].  

Along with the changing political regimes in Russia, the CIS, Europe and 
other countries, along with the shifts of foreign affairs priorities and values, the 
Russians have been changing their attitudes towards neighbour countries. Curre-
ntly, in mass consciousness of the Russians the European Union has become 
even closer than before, while some countries of the former Soviet Union, on 
the contrary, have been moving farther or to the background. The evidence of 
that can be found in the results of the international research project “Russia and 
the European Union”. The survey research was conducted by the Center for So-
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ciological Studies “Opinio” in November 200829. Aberystwyth University (UK) 
has organized and the Economic and Social Research Council (UK) funded this 
project.  

The project objectives involved a study of the level of awareness of the Ru-
ssian population about the European Union, their opinions regarding the relati-
ons between the Russian Federation and the EU, between the EU and its neigh-
bours. This article presents some results of this study: the level of awareness of 
the Russian population about the purposes of the European Union, its members 
and neighbours, EU policy; the attitudes towards the EU; perceptions of relati-
ons with EU and the future developments of the EU-Russia relations.  

 
The ideas of the Russians about the European Union 

The analysis of the ideas of the Russian people about the European Union 
included the study of the level of awareness about this organization, its mem-
bers, purposes and objectives. 

Estimating on a 10-point scale the level of awareness about the EU, the Ru-
ssians provided a mean score of 4.3 points (10 points meant the maximum awa-
reness, 1 point - the minimum / no awareness). Only 13.2% respondents have no 
information about the European Union, while the number of well informed Rus-
sians is notably less - 5.4%. Higher awareness was demonstrated by higher edu-
cated respondents (the mean is 5.1 point), the residents of the administrative 

                                                
29 The research methodology is based on face-to face interviews using a standardized 

questionnaire. Sampling: multi-stage, stratified, random at the stage of selection of re-
spondents. The structure of the sample reflects inhabitant structure of the European 
part of the country, economic regions and is proportional to the population of the ad-
ministrative centers of the RF, middle-size and small towns, settlings of urban type 
and rural settlements. The sample of the research included the localities of 24 subjects 
of the Russian Federation, and in each of them, depending on the number of the inha-
bitants living at their territories, we interviewed from 40 to 80 respondents (160 res-
pondents in Moscow). The sample included 66 localities, among them 12 regional, ter-
ritorial and republic centers (640 respondents were interviewed), 12 small and midd-
le-size towns (480 respondents were interviewed), 6 settlements of urban type (60 res-
pondents were interviewed) and 36 rural settlements (360 respondents were intervie-
wed). The sample size was 1540 respondents. The sampling structure represents inha-
bitant structure of the European part of the Russian Federation by the number of po-
pulation living in the administrative centers of the Russia, in middle-size and small 
towns, settlements of urban type and rural settlements. We applied the method of sam-
ple correction by social-demographic indexes for sample repairing. Distributions of 
the gender-age structure in the universe, for what able-bodied population (18 years 
old and over) at the European part of the Russian Federation was considered, were 
used as a standard. The sample included 1503 respondents as a result of repairing. 
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enters of the subjects of the Russia (4.8), men in contrast to women (4.7) and 
age cohorts under 40 years old. 

It is important to mention that the ideas of the Russian population regarding 
the European Union are definitely positive. For the most numerous part of the 
respondents (40.8%) the European Union is associated with the economical pro-
sperity. About a third (30.8%) correlates the EU, first of all, with the stability. 
One out of the four respondents (24.5%) indicates a freedom of movement, free-
dom of study and work in various part of Europe. Similar numbers of the survey 
participants mention democracy (22.2%) and social security (20.3%) as impor-
tant characteristics of the European Union. Only a few associations are nega-
tive: 6.3% correlate the EU with the loss of national identities of member count-
ries, and 5% establish links between the EU and bureaucracy.  

Another question suggested to the survey participants was to indicate which 
countries in the list are the members of the European Union. More than a half of 
respondents named as members Germany (78.2%), the Great Britain (65.9%), 
Italy (64.7%) and Switzerland (51.5%). Less than a half referred to Finland 
(45.0%), Estonia (40.3%) and Lithuania (38.5%) as member countries. 

About 9% of survey participants included Russia to the EU. The distributi-
on of responses to this question, in particular, inclusion of Switzerland to the 
EU, might serve an evidence of the lack of awareness and interest of the signifi-
cant part of the Russian population to the issues of European affairs. As for inc-
lusion of Russia to the EU, it is likely to be done by those respondents who have 
little awareness of the European Union, and, not differentiating between the EU, 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and other Euro-
pean organizations, automatically consider Russia to be a member of the associ-
ation of European states.  

For instance, one out of the ten respondents believes that the European Uni-
on is an association of all European countries, including Russia. However, the 
majority still aware of the EU as an economical and political association of 
European countries. In general, other tenth part of the respondents consider the 
EU a European section of the UNO or NATO.  

What is the European Union in mass perception – primarily an economical, 
political, cultural, military union or new empire? The public opinion concentra-
tes around two positions. One out of two survey participants (53%) believes that 
it is mainly an economical union, while one out of three (33.4%) consider it a 
political one. Only a few respondents share other visions of the European Uni-
on. A little number of survey participants (4.8%) does not have certain ideas of 
the EU here. 

The attitude towards the EU was also estimated with the question whether 
the respondents are interested in the processes inside the European Union. The 
number of those who characterized their position as “very interested” in what is 
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going on in the EU, is little and comprised about 5%. Every third survey partici-
pant (33.9%) is “rather interested”. However, the majority of the respondents 
(59.6%) did not express an interest in the EU, and every fifth (19.3%) is not in-
terested in the processes inside the European Union at all. 

The relations between Russia and the EU for the surveyed Russians have hi-
gher priority that internal issues and processes of this organization. The number 
of those who demonstrated some interest in the EU-Russian relations (49.5%) 
and those who has no interest (48.1%) is approximately equal. In a mass percep-
tion, the relations between Russian and the CIS are of higher interest.  

 
European values and identities 

Remarkable were the responses to the question which countries out of the 
suggested list are European. An absolute majority of respondents “recognized” 
European such countries as Germany (92.9%), Italy (81.7%), the Great Britain 
(81.6%), Switzerland (79.6%). More than a half considers Finland (66.7%), Es-
tonia (60.4%) and Lithuania (59.3%) to be European countries. 

One out of two refers Russia to European countries (49.8%). A significant 
number think that Ukraine and Belarus are European countries (43% and 42% 
respectively). A third perceives Moldova to be European (31.7%). 

It could be possible to suppose that such a relation to Russia, Ukraine, Bela-
rus and Moldova is rooted in the lack of geographical knowledge. However fur-
ther questions shows that it is not the only reason; for many Russians the term 
“European” is not geographical, but rather cultural one (related to a certain life-
style). Respondents correlate the European Union with the economical prosperi-
ty, stability, political union and other values, which they not relate to Russia, 
and obviously, other mentioned countries. 

The responses to the question about which values are most immanent to the 
EU and Russia serve an evidence of the values of the EU and Russia. The respo-
ndents were suggested to choose in the list no more than five values (Diagram 
1). 

According to the Russians (disregard their socio-demographical characteris-
tics), for the European Union the most distinctive traits are market economy 
(56.9%), human rights (48.4%), rule of law, legal norms (41.8%), economical 
prosperity (39.9%) and democracy (37.6%). 

The core of values for Russia was completely different: except for market 
economy (36.4%), it is tolerance (36.3%), respect for various religions (33.5%), 
peace (32.8%) and respect for different cultures (30.2%). 
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Diagram 1. Values immanent to the EU and Russia, % of respondents30 
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The attitudes towards European values are shaped not only by their real sig-

nificance, but also traditional ideas of the differences between European and 
Russian mentality. The highest places were occupied by those values (market 
economy, human rights, rule of law, economical prosperity, democracy) which 
are least present in the everyday life of an average Russian. On the other hand, 
in mass consciousness, the European Union in fact is denied to have the charac-
teristics which traditionally were advantages of the Russian and Soviet lifestyle 

                                                
30 The question implied an opportunity to choose several positions, so the sum of the in-

dicators might exceed 100%.  



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

145 

(respect for different cultures and religions, tolerance, preservation of cultural 
heritage).  

Not surprisingly, that only a tiny portion of respondents identify themselves 
with Europeans – one out of ten survey participants.  
 

The image of the EU in Russia and the image of Russia in the EU 
In public opinion, Russia is positively perceived in the EU (58.2%) as well 

as the EU is positively perceived in Russia (58.2%). The segment of negative 
and neutral estimations is much lower (about one third of the respondents).  
 

Table 1. In your view, How Russia is perceived in the European Union? In 
your opinion, how the European Union is perceived in Russia? (% of respon-
dents) 

 In your view, how 
Russia is perceived in 
the European Union? 

In your opinion, how the 
European Union is 

perceived in Russia? 
Positively  18,2 18,2 
Rather positively 40 40 
Neutrally 17,9 22,1 
Rather negatively 14 10 
Negatively 4 3,1 
Don’t know 6 6,6 

 
The questionnaire involved questions suggesting to estimate various charac-

teristics of the image of Russia as it is seen in the EU. In mass consciousness 
the image of Russia in the EU might be characterized as positive: Russia is per-
ceived as important for Europe (87.8%), strong (86.1%), independent (85.0%), 
spiritual (83.0%), friendly (78.8%). Quite strong is the attitude that Russia is a 
country relatively similar to Europe: peaceful (68.7%), developed (67.6%), 
open (64.2%), allied (63.0%), democratic (58.5%) and lawful (57.2%).  

The majority of Russians believe that the EU is definitely or rather positive 
towards Russian authorities (72.5%), people (73.2%), and country as a whole 
(72.0%).  

 
The relations between the European Union and its neighbours  

The survey results show that Russian population has a weak awareness of 
which countries are the neighbours of the European Union. Only a half of the 
respondents could indicate Ukraine (52%), Belarus (49.2%) and Russia 
(46.7%). One out of three mentioned Moldova (30.2%). Every fifth survey par-
ticipant included in this list not only Georgia (20.2%), Turkey (21.5%), a candi-
date county, but also those which became member states of the EU – Lithuania 
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(18.8%) and Estonia (18.6%). A handful of respondents consider to be member 
countries the UK, Germany, Finland and Italy to the neighbour states (7.8%, 
6.9%, 8.5%, and 5.9% respectively).  

Only few survey participants aware of such neighbouring states at the Cau-
casus as Armenia (15.5%), Azerbaijan (13.8%). Geographical neighbours of the 
EU, Lichtenstein and Switzerland were also noted by small number of respon-
dents (13.4% and 9.5% respectively). Very few know that the EU neighbours 
include Tunisia and Morocco (5.7% and 5/3% respectively).    

In Russian mass conciseness the relations between the EU and its neighbo-
urs are perceived as positive. Large majority of respondents consider them very 
good or rather good (4.5% and 69.2% respectively. Only 7.6% of the partici-
pants of the study believe that those relations either very bad (0.6%) or rather 
bad (7.0%). 

At the same time the public opinion finds it very unlikely for the majority of 
the CIS countries to join the European Union. According to the surveyed Russi-
ans, Russia and Ukraine have the highest chance to enter the EU – respectively 
5.7 and 5.3 out of 10 points. Other countries, such as Georgia, Belarus, Moldo-
va, Armenia, Azerbaijan, have less chances to join the European Union (the me-
ans scores range from 4.4 to 3.8).  

How does the Russian public opinion perceive the gradual enlargement of 
the European Union, the development of various form of cooperation with other 
countries? The most support has received a policy implying that the EU should 
encourage other countries to join in the future, but the process should not be too 
fast (17.7% strongly agree, 46.6% - rather agree).  

The same amount of support finds in Russian public opinion another option: 
instead of membership in the EU to develop other forms of cooperation with ot-
her countries (26.6% agree, 39.7% - rather agree). Perhaps, in both options were 
suggested as alternatives in one question, the distribution of responses would 
differ. Generally, we can suppose that bother gradual enlargement of the EU 
and development of various partnership programs with neighbouring countries 
would be approved by the majority of the Russians. 

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) as a form of collaboration with 
the European Union is very little known among the population of Russia: only 
9% of respondents heard of it.  

The Russians demonstrate low awareness of the countries covered by the 
ENP. Most often suggestions were Russia31, Ukraine, Belarus (respectively 
39.7%, 39.0% and 30.1% of those who heard of the ENP). In general, the res-
pondents quite often included in the list of the countries involved in the ENP a 

                                                
31 The ENP does not cover Russia. The relations between Russia and the EU develop in 

the framework of other international agreements.  
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number of the EU member states and candidate states. Obviously, the public 
opinion is ready to refer to the ENP any European and neighboring countries. 

The research tasks also included the study of the ideas of the Russians rega-
rding the goals of the ENP. In mass consciousness, the European Union tends to 
protect their own interests in the framework of the ENP, to increase their securi-
ty (59.6%). Only a minor share of the respondents find in the ENP purposes a 
care for neighbors, their prosperity and stability. 
 

The perspectives of the development of the EU-Russia relations 
The Russians estimate the relations between the EU and Russia positively: 

3.9% consider them very good and 68.4% as rather good. Only few believe that 
those relations are very bad (1.3%) or rather bad (14.9%).  

However according to other data, the FOM public opinion poll done in Sep-
tember 2008, the relations with the EU were perceived in a different way. The 
negative attitude prevailed: 39% noted that the relations are bad, while the num-
ber of positive responses comprised 21% [2].  

Possibly, such indicators are related to the situation of that period, as earlier 
data (as of 2006) might be an evidence of the positive perception of the EU-
Russia relations (56%) [3].  

It is important to emphasize that despite Russian positive image in the per-
ception of the EU, in mass consciousness the relations between them are not al-
ways based on the equality and mutual benefits. The opinions divided: 38.4% 
believe that in those relations the interests of the EU dominate and 37.6% hold 
the position that the relations are equal and mutually beneficial. Only one out of 
ten (10%) believes that those relations are mostly shaped by the interests of the 
Russian Federation. 

The Russians are sure in the sustainability of good relations between Russia 
and the EU:  the majority believes that those relations either not changing 
(39.7%) or improving (36.3%). Only a few find some deterioration in the rela-
tions (8.4%). 

Russia is an important partner of the EU, and the EU is interested in those 
relations – that is an opinion of the two thirds of the survey participants 
(65.9%). The opposite opinion was expressed by only 14.3% respondents. One 
out of five found it difficult to reply to this question (19.8%).  

The interest of the EU in Russia is above all explained by Russian natural 
(34.8%) and energetical resources (30.9%). Another quite important factor is 
economical interest in Russian markets, increasing turnover, investments, etc. 
(17.8%). The respondents do not connect the interest for Russia with military 
and political partnerships (6.6%), nuclear armament (5.3%), intellectual resour-
ces (2.2%). Few believe that Russia is attractive for the European Union as a pe-
rspective, economically strong, stable and prosperous country (8.8%).  
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The Russians are sure in the stability  of  long-terms relations with the EU: 
Russia  is  perceived  as  a  strategic  partner  (67.6%)  and  a  friendly  country  
(64.9%) not threatening European stability and security (61.5%), not an enemy 
(77.4%) nor a “lower sort” country (61.3%).  

Current state of the EU-Russia relations is most often assessed as gradual 
rapprochement (39.3%). Other 17.2% noted a proactive cooperation in a num-
ber of areas. However, one third believes that there are more conversations rat-
her than real actions (30%). Only 2.9% survey participants claimed total abse-
nce of collaboration. 

In mass perception, the economic and trade cooperation prevail in the relati-
on (64.4% and 63.6% respectively). But other forms of cooperation are also be-
ing developed, among which are areas of science and technology (34.5%), stu-
dent exchanges (30%). Borderland cooperation was noted by 22.3% respon-
dents; few (14.4%) indicated the participation of Russia in the decision-making 
of European institutions (European Council, European Commission). 

What is attractive in the experience of the European Union for Russia? 
Most often survey participants mentioned the experience in the area of market 
economy (77.3% agree or rather agree), social security (76.5%), and political 
democracy (66.5%). Apparently, these are the achievements and values which 
Russia lacks. 

The experience of the EU in the area of national security: the opinions are 
evenly divided (45.3% believe it is useful to be learnt for Russia and 44.9% dis-
agree with this position). 

Religious tolerance and cultural diversity proved to be the areas where Eu-
ropean experience is hardly applicable (56.7% disagree that experience in religi-
ous tolerance should be learnt, 32.6% consider this experience useful; respective 
indicators for cultural diversity are 53.2% and 37.8%) 

It was an important finding in this research that in mass consciousness the 
European Union is a partner of highest priority: at the first place were not the 
CIS countries, as it was expected, but the EU. According to the largest share of 
respondents (38.5%), it is the relations with the EU which will most correspond 
to the Russian national interests, while the priority to the CIS was given by less 
number of respondents (31.3%). One out of ten prefers cooperation with China 
(11.1%). Only a few mention special relations with the USA (4.1%); the interest 
to them little differs from the interest in Arab world (2.7%). 

When the survey participants had to choose between partner relations with 
the West countries and CIS countries, almost three quarters (72.2%) preferred a 
compromise: “equally with both”. The priority was given to the CIS by 15.7% 
of respondents, while to Western countries – by 7.5%. At first sight, the most 
consistent was the position of those supporting collaboration with the CIS: al-
most a half of them suggests developing the partner relations primarily with for-
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mer Soviet republics. Only a fifth part of supporter of the cooperation with the 
EU considers relations with the West a priority. This result might partly be rece-
ived due to the inaccuracy of the research instrument. We have already seen ma-
ny times that Russian public opinion has different attitudes towards the Euro-
pean Union and the USA, while  the term “countries  of  the West” unites  them 
into one category.  

At the level of mass consciousness, the priorities in partnership relations 
might be based upon the ideas about friendly or hostile attitudes of those count-
ries towards Russia. In this study, the respondents were suggested to assess 10 
countries (Diagram 2). 

 
Diagram 2. How do the following countries relate to Russia? (% of respon-

dents) 
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Some positions of this ranking were quite expectable, some require special 

attention. Russian people have traditionally positive attitude towards the Belaru-
sians. There were no serious conflicts between two countries, so not surprising-
ly the attitude of Belarus is perceived by the majority of respondents (81.8%) as 
friendly. Almost three quarters of survey participants consider Germany and 
China friendly countries (respectively 72.1% and 71.6%). It is remarkable that 
the perception of Germany is not dependent upon the age of respondents. Pensi-
oners, the oldest age cohort, many of which were witnesses of the World War II 
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or grew up in the period of post-war devastation, assess the attitude of modern 
Germany towards Russia like the young people do. 

Moldova, Turkey and the UK comprise a cluster of states which, according 
to the survey results, have friendly-neutral attitude towards Russia. The estima-
tions characterizing first component of this definition vary between 45-43%, se-
cond – 41-31%. 

Romania in mass perception looks like a neutral-friendly country, but Po-
land, Ukraine and the USA are seen by public opinion as hostile states.  

Negative attitude towards the USA in Russian public opinion has gradually 
increased over recent decade. However, according to this study, it became endu-
ring: two thirds (66.9%) of respondents find this state hostile to Russia. It would 
be a serious challenge to change those fixed attitudes.  

Nonetheless, the most disturbing situation can be found regarding the perce-
ption of Ukraine. The situational factor was, of course, influential: the support 
to Georgia during recent conflict, expectation of new “gas war”, etc. Along with 
this, Russian public opinion perceives Ukrainian attitudes rather hostile: 57.6% 
respondents believe that Ukraine demonstrates a hostile attitude towards Russia, 
and only 21.9% find it friendly. Those results require a thorough analysis of the 
situation and efficient measures aimed at normalisation of the relation of those 
two countries populated by ethnically and historically close nations.  

 
The estimation of chances of Russia to enter the EU 

Positive attitude towards the EU is also supported by the fact that more than 
a half of respondents (58.5%) would approve Russia joining the European Uni-
on. Only 16.7% would not support such an act. However one out of four survey 
participants (24.8%) could not answer this question. It is important to emphasi-
ze that being positive about the opportunity to enter the EU, the Russians do not 
strive to join the EU. According to FOM public opinion poll, only 30% of res-
pondents believe that Russia should strive for it, while almost the same number 
(27%) are sure in the opposite (others could not respond to this question) [2].  

Nearly half (46.6%) thinks that entering the EU would be beneficial both 
for the EU and Russia. But a quarter believes that such a step would be benefi-
cial mostly for the EU, while only 12.6% find this an advantage mostly for Rus-
sia. 

 
Conclusion 

Overall, the results of the research confirm and specify the existing ideas of 
the political values of the Russian population, provide quite consistent portrait 
of the public opinion of the country towards European political institutions. The 
estimation of those institutions and theory policy revealed in this study general-
ly fit the common sense. 
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Like in the USSR, the vast majority of the population of modern Russia has 
virtually no relation to the international activity of government. However then 
and today the population feel almost no difficulties to express their views on in-
ternational situation. The per cent of those who could not respond was generally 
even lower than usually, while the topic of the study implied some special kno-
wledge. Only that gives an opportunity to conclude that foreign affairs compo-
nent of the news and analytical programs of electronic mass media is still one of 
the key components, and the estimations suggested by them do not contradict to 
the public opinion prevailing in the country today.  

Survey data allows to fix that Russian public opinion is generally positive 
towards the European Union as a zone of stability and economical well-being. 
The CIS concede in those important for modern Russians criteria to the EU, so 
the estimations of the CIS are moderately positive. On the contrary, NATO is 
perceived a threat to the stability and well-being and is evaluated by the majori-
ty of respondents negatively. The absolute majority perceived Germany as a 
kind of “business card” of the European Union, as a state symbolizing their ac-
hievements. 

The most of survey participants have rather adequate ideas about the EU as 
an economical and political association of European states, about its key mem-
ber states, about the location of the capital. Along with this, there is little aware-
ness and interest of the majority of the Russians in specific issues of European 
policy. Such form of the cooperation with the EU as the European Neighbour-
ing Policy is almost unknown in Russia. 

Public opinion perceived the EU-Russian relations generally positively, ho-
wever they are not always equal and mutually beneficial. Positively perceiving 
the EU, the most of respondents believe that the EU population have a friendly 
attitude towards Russia. In most cases the perception of the EU is not based on 
personal experience, the impressions received while visiting those countries.  

One of the essential directions of foreign affairs, according to the majority 
of respondents, is to establish and develop partner relations primarily with the 
EU states. In this sense, the CIS countries get lower priority conceding to the 
EU; moreover some former Soviet republics such as Ukraine have started to 
move to the list of hostile countries. The most negative are the attitude of the 
Russians towards the USA, and that would be very difficult to change.  

The absolute majority of survey participants support the foreign affairs poli-
cy of Russia. The most radical steps of Russian government on the international 
arena correspond to the expectations of the most of the Russian populations. Al-
so, the survey results show that in mass consciousness there are no anxiety, pho-
bias related to the national security of Russia. 
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Cet article examine les politiques et les mécanismes d’action de l'UE dans 
l'ancien espace soviétique, à partir de la prémisse que la région est très impor-
tant pour la stratégie extérieure européenne. Dans l'article sont présenté les fo-
ndements de la politique étrangère de l’Union en général et celles dans l'ancien 
espace soviétique en particulier. Placé dans une structure logique, l’article  
examine ainsi les mécanismes d’action comme: la Politique Européenne de 
Voisinage, les relations de partenariat, la Synergie de Mer Noire, le Partenariat 
de l'Est, la Stratégie européenne pour l’Asie Centrale, etc. Partant du fait que 
les relations économiques sont un important aspect de l'interaction entre l'UE 
et les anciens pays soviétiques, une attention particulière est accordée aux rela-
tions dans le secteur énergétique entre l'UE et la Russie, en essayant découvrir 
les intérêts spécifiques des deux parties et l’impact du cette interaction sur les 
politiques des autres pays de la région.  

Bien sûr, les pays ex-soviétiques pendant la période d'après guerre froid fu-
rent profondément troublés par l'apparition d'une série des conflits qui ont ent-
raîné de graves conséquences négatives pour les intéresses de toutes les parties. 
À cet égard, dans l'article sont analysé les fondements de la participation de 
l'UE dans le règlement de celle-ci et la réaction de la Fédération de Russie con-
tre une telle politique. L'attention est accordée à la participation de l'UE dans 
les conflits dans le Caucase du Sud et du Moldavie. Soulignant l'approche spé-
cifique de l'UE de différents pays ex-soviétique cela a permis la détermination 
de l'intérêt générale de l’Union pour la région entière. 

 
În decursul evolu iilor postbelice UE a devenit unul dintre actorii cei mai 

importan i ai sistemului rela iilor interna ionale. Cu cele trei extinderi din perio-
ada Post-R zboi Rece (1995, 2004, 2007), UE a devenit pia a economic  num -
rul unu în lume, iar pe fonul unei astfel de evolu ii UE a pretins a deveni nu nu-
mai puterea economic  num rul întâi, dar a manifestat ambi ia de a deveni i 
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unul dintre cei mai eficien i actori pe plan politic regional i mondial. În acest 
sens, UE a dezvoltat un ir de ini iative în vederea eficientiz rii mecanismului 

u de func ionare, fapt ce s-a manifestat prin adoptarea Tratatului de la Maast-
richt în 1993, semnarea Tratatului de la Amsterdam în 1997, adoptarea Tratatu-
lui de la Nisa în 2003, tentativa adopt rii unei Constitu ii europene (proiectul 
din 2004), i în cele din urm , adoptarea în 2009 a Tratatului de la Lisabona ca-
re urmeaz  s  induc  profunde transform ri de structur i func ionare a UE.  

Implicarea UE în spa iul ex-sovietic reiese din strategia general  de politic  
extern  a Uniunii. În conformitate cu prevederile Tratatului Uniunii Europene 
obiectivele generale de politic  extern i securitate comun  pot fi înscrise i în 
politica Uniunii fa  de rile ex-sovietice, iar printre principalele sarcini ale 
PESC enumerate în Tratat pot fi men ionate: ap rarea valorilor comune, a inte-
reselor fundamentale, a independen ei i integrit ii Uniunii în conformitate cu 
principiile Cartei ONU; consolidarea securit ii Uniunii; men inerea p cii i co-
nsolidarea securit ii interna ionale în conformitate cu principiile Cartei ONU; 
promovarea cooper rii interna ionale; dezvoltarea i consolidarea democra iei i 
a statului de drept, precum i respectarea drepturilor i libert ilor fundamentale 
ale omului [3, 535]. 

Strategia Securit ii Europene adoptat  în 2003, consolideaz  aceste obiecti-
ve ale Uniunii Europene, dar merge mai departe prin identificarea principalelor 
amenin ri la adresa securit ii europene, amenin ri care i v-or constituit fun-
dament al ac iunilor UE în afara hotarelor sale. Astfel, printre principalele ame-
nin ri men ionate în Strategia Securit ii Europene pot fi enumerate, probleme 
precum terorismul, proliferarea armelor de distrugere în mas , conflictele regio-
nale, e ecul statal, criminalitatea organizat . În acest sens, Strategia Securit ii 
Europene stabile te c  politicile UE v-or fi orientate în vederea neutraliz rii 
acestor amenin ri, dar prevede totodat , c  contracararea unor astfel de proble-
me va avea loc prin „construirea securit ii în vecin tatea Uniunii i instituirea 
unei ordini bazate pe multilateralismul eficient” [4]. 

Primele implica ii organizate i structurate ale UE în spa iul ex-sovietic le 
reprezint  semnarea a a-numitelor Acorduri de Parteneriat i Cooperare (APC), 
documente cadru încheiate de c tre UE i rile partenere în vederea cre rii unei 
baze legale pentru cooperare. De regul , aceste acorduri urm reau obiective pre-
cum: asigurarea unui cadru corespunz tor dialogului politic între p i care ar 
permite dezvoltarea rela iilor politice; promovarea comer ului i investi iilor, 
precum i a rela iilor economice armonioase pentru încurajarea dezvolt rii  eco-
nomice durabile; asigurarea bazei pentru colaborare în domeniile legislativ, eco-
nomic, social, financiar i cultural; sus inerea eforturilor de consolidare a demo-
cra iei, de dezvoltare a economiilor i de finalizare a tranzi iei la economiile de 
pia  [1, 299]. Astfel, în decursul anului 1994 UE a semnat cu majoritatea state-
lor ex-sovietice acest tip de acorduri. Totu i, trebuie de recunoscut c  acestea v-
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or intra în vigoare cu o întârziere semnificativ , în mediu 3-5 ani. Pentru Arme-
nia APC va intra în vigoare abia la 1 iulie 1999, Azerbaijan – 1 iulie 1999, Geo-
rgia - 1 iulie 1999, Federa ia Rus  – 1 decembrie 1997, Kazahstan - 1 iulie 
1999, Kirghistan - 1 iulie 1999, Moldova - 1 iulie 1998, Ucraina - 1 iulie 1998, 
Uzbekistan - 1 iulie 1999. Procesul ratific rii i intr rii în vigoare a APC-urilor 
scoate în eviden  o particularitate a regiunii ex-sovietice, în sensul c  ratifica-
rea acestora se va realiza numai dup  ce un asemenea pas va fi efectuat de c tre 
Federa ia Rus , care a manifestat continuu preten ii v dite de a juca un rol hege-
monic în spa iul ex-sovietic, regiune identificat  în actele sale strategice ca „sfe-

 a intereselor sale exclusive”.  
De i APC-urile, semnate în decursul 1994, au reprezentat fundament al coo-

per rii UE cu rile ex-sovietice, trebuie de men ionat c  înc  în 1991 UE a ela-
borat a a numitul instrument de Asisten  Tehnic  pentru statele membre a CSI 
(TACIS) care avea ca obiectiv acordarea sprijinului necesar în vederea „stabili-
rii condi iilor favorabile economiei de pia i înt ririi democra iei” în rile vi-
zate. În momentul ini ierii sale TACIS a fost prezentat de c tre Comisia UE ca 
un program de „schimb de experien i transfer de competen e” i a fost orien-
tat esen ialmente spre finan area presta iilor intelectuale. Realizat în dou  etape, 
respectiv 1991-1999 i 2000-2006, programul TACIS a fost înlocuit în 2006 cu 
Instrumentul European de Vecin tate i Parteneriat (IEVP), iar o bun  parte din 
activit ile prev zute în programul TACIS au fost preluate de IEVP. În prima 
etap  a derul rii programului TACIS(1991-1999) Rusia a fost principalul bene-
ficiar al suportului financiar acordat, asimilând peste 30% din aloca iile financi-
are sau aproximativ 1,2 mlrd. Euro. Pentru cea de-a doua etap  a programului 
(2000-2006), Consiliul UE a prev zut aloca ii bugetare pentru rile CSI în su-

 de 3,138 mlrd Euro [18]. Domeniile prioritare de interven ie i suport a Uni-
unii au fost stabilite în acord cu fiecare ar  în parte, în dependen  de necesit -
ile acestora, iar programul în general s-a concentrat pe ac iuni, precum: refor-

mele institu ionale, administrative i juridice; siguran a nuclear ; sus inerea sec-
torului privat i promovarea reformelor economice; dezvoltarea economic  du-
rabil i combaterea s ciei; sus inerea dezvolt rii democratice [5, 12/1].  

Recunoscându-se în cadrul Strategiei Securit ii Europene din 2003 impor-
tan a rilor vecine, inclusiv al celor din spa iul ex-sovietic, în dezvoltarea i se-
curitatea Uniunii, Consiliul european a solicitat Comisiei elaborarea unui docu-
ment care ar stabili cadrul unei politici coerente adaptat  realit ilor posterioare 
ader rii celor zece state din Europa Central i de Est în 2004, care s  formuleze 
cadrul general al Politicii Europene de Vecin tate(PEV) ca politic  oficial  a 
UE fa  de vecinii s i. În martie 2003 Comisia a prezentat Comunicarea 
„Europa l rgit  – Vecin tatea: un nou cadru pentru rela iile cu vecinii no tri din 
Est i Sud” care men iona pentru prima dat  no iunea de Politic  European  de 
Vecin tate i definea un nou cadru al rela iilor Uniunii cu vecinii s i. Urm torul 
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pas important în dezvoltarea PEV l-a prezentat Comunicarea Comisiei „Politica 
European  de Vecin tate – document de strategie” din 12 mai 2004, Comunica-
re prin care au fost definite obiectivele, principiile i metodele ce urmeaz  a fi 
utilizate la implementarea PEV. În acest sens, PEV reprezint  un alt mecanism 
prin care UE a intervenit în spa iul ex-sovietic, mecanism care s-a dovedit a fi 
destul de a ambi ios pentru a pretinde sporirea prezen ei UE în regiune. Politica 
European  de Vecin tate se bazeaz  pe gradul de implementare a reformelor de-
mocratice, economice i sociale de c tre statele vecine i are ca obiective urm -
toarele sarcini: dezvoltarea rela iilor comerciale preferen iale cu statele vecine i 
promovarea politicii de deschidere a pie elor; dezvoltarea unei politici ce ar ga-
ranta migra ia i libera circula ie a persoanelor; prevenirea i combaterea riscu-
rilor la adresa securit ii comune; sporirea implic rii UE în prevenirea conflicte-
lor i gestionarea situa iilor de criz ; integrarea re elelor transport, energetice i 
de telecomunica ii; promovarea drepturilor omului, cooper rii culturale i a în-
elegerii reciproce; promovarea i protec ia investi iilor; abordarea diferen iat  a 

fiec rei ri, în dependen  de specificul i nevoile acesteia [6]. În afar  de rile 
bazinului mediteranean acoperite de PEV, rile ex-sovietice integrate în aceast  
politic  sunt: Republica Moldova, Ucraina, Belorusia, Georgia, Azerbaidjan, 
Armenia. Federa ia Rus  nu a fost inclus  în aceast  ini iativ  european  din ca-
uza c  UE încearc  s  dezvolte un sistem aparte al rela iilor cu aceast ar . Din 
iulie 2008 UE i Federa ia Rus  sunt implicate într-un proces de negociere a 
unui nou cadru juridic ce ar reglementa rela iile dintre cele dou  p i, ca urmare 
a expir rii Acordului de Parteneriat i Cooperare între cele dou  p i înc  în 
2007. De i e foarte complicat a ne expune asupra eficien ei acestor negocieri, 
trebuie de men ionat totu i, c  negocierile sunt profund marcate de divergen e, 
uneori conflictele la nivel bilateral între Rusia i unele state membre a Uniunii 
perturbând în general negocierile, cum a fost de exemplu decizia Poloniei de a 
bloca ini ierea negocierilor.  

De i constituie un important instrument de implicare a UE în spa iul ex-so-
vietic, PEV nu reprezint , totu i, o politic  rigid i uniform . Astfel, spre deo-
sebire de rela iile cu celelalte ri a spa iului ex-sovietic implicate în PEV, rela-
iile dintre UE i Belorusia sunt practic blocate i au de parcurs înc  etape inci-

piente, cum ar fi necesitatea semn rii APC-ului, elabor rii i implement rii unui 
Plan de Ac iuni, etc. De asemenea, trebuie de atras aten ie faptului c  în 2007 
Consiliul UE, la ini iativa Germaniei, a adoptat a a numita Sinergie a M rii Ne-
gre, care reprezint  o ini iativ  de completare a politicii UE la nivel regional i 
care are ca obiectiv îndreptarea aten iei politice în regiune i impulsionarea pro-
ceselor de cooperare aflate deja în desf urare. Trebuie de men ionat c  Sinergia 

rii Negre nu reprezint  o nou  strategie a UE în regiune, ci este o continuare 
i completare a ini iativelor anterioare bazate pe: procesul de pre-aderare a Tur-

ciei, parteneriatul strategic cu Federa ia Rus i PEV. Principalele domenii de 
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cooperare în cadrul Sinergiei M rii Negre sunt: democra ia, drepturile omului i 
buna guvernare; gestionarea circula iei i ameliorarea securit ii; conflictele în-
ghe ate; sectorul energetic; transport; mediu; politic  marin ; pescuit; comer ; 
cercetare; ocuparea for ei de munc ; dezvoltare regional ; cooperare trans-fron-
talier ; organiza iile regionale, etc [7]. 

Mai consistent i perceptibil  este o alt  ini iativ  elaborat  de UE pentru 
unele ri din spa iul ex-sovietic, Parteneriatul Estic, care reprezent  o ini iativ  
din prim vara anului 2008 a Poloniei i Suediei. Parteneriatul Estic urm re te 
intensificarea cooper rii între UE i partenerii s i în astfel de domenii precum: 
democra ia; buna guvernare i stabilitatea; integrarea economic i convergen a 
cu politicile UE; securitatea energetic ; dezvoltarea contactelor personale între 
popula ii, etc. [8]. În conformitate cu ini iativa Comisiei, Parteneriatul Estic este 
propus Ucrainei, Republicii Moldova, Azerbaidjanului, Armeniei, Georgiei i 
Republicii Belorusia, cu condi ia ca aceast  din urm ar  s  continue reformele 
democratice. Pentru realizarea cooper rii sunt prev zute desf urarea re-uniuni-
lor atât la nivel bilateral, cât i multilateral, fiind încurajat  atât cooperarea la 
nivel bilateral între UE i rile partenere, cât i cooperarea interguvernamental  
între parteneri. Parteneriatul Estic presupune o acoperire financiar  de 600 mln. 
Euro, care v-or fi gestiona i în cadrul instrumentului financiar al PEV care îl co-
nstituie Instrumentul European de Vecin tate i Parteneriat. Suma vizat  este 
orientat  spre trei direc ii principale, respectiv: sus inerea reformelor de imple-
mentare a programelor Comprehensive Institution Building (175 mln. Euro); 
programele regionale de dezvoltare (75mln. Euro); implementarea dimensiunii 
multilaterale a Parteneriatului Estic(aproximativ 350 mln. Euro) [9].  

Implicarea Uniunii în regiunea ex-sovietic  nu este omogen i depinde 
profund de interesele pe care aceasta le urm re te. În acest sens, dac rile ex-
sovietice ale Europei de Est i cele ale Caucazului au fost acoperite de politici 
precum PEV, Sinergia M rii Negre, Parteneriatul Estic .a., rile Asiei Centrale 
au beneficiat de un instrument aparte al cooper rii. Astfel, în iunie 2007 Consi-
liul a adoptat un nou document, „Uniunea European i Asia Central : Strategie 
pentru un Nou Parteneriat”, în cadrul c ruia sunt identificate interesele strate-
gice i ini iativele UE fa  de statele regiunii central-asiatice, respectiv Kazahs-
tan, Kirghizstan, Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan, Turkmenistan. Printre obiectivele pri-
ncipale urm rite de c tre UE în regiunea central-asiatic  sunt men ionate cele 
referitoare la democra ia, stabilitatea i securitatea regiunii. De asemenea, acor-
darea suportului pentru garantarea dezvolt rii durabile a regiunii i eradicarea 

ciei sunt alte importante obiective [10, 9]. În acest sens, pentru perioada 
2007-2013 în cadrul acestei ini iative central-asiatice, UE a prev zut un prog-
ram de finan are în sum  de 719 mln. Euro, program ce se concentreaz  pe ast-
fel de ac iuni precum: cooperarea regional i rela iile de bun  vecin tate; eradi-
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carea s ciei i cre terea nivelului de via ; promovarea bunei guvern ri i re-
formelor economice, etc. [11]. 

De i toate ini iativele i strategiile UE în spa iul ex-sovietic acord  o aten ie 
prioritar  obiectivelor dezvolt rii democratice, garant rii securit ii i stabiliz -
rii situa iei social-politice a regiunii, totu i o component  principal  a UE în 
spa iul ex-sovietic se refer  la cooperarea economic . Astfel, pentru anul 2007 
patru ri ex-sovietice f ceau parte din grupul primilor 50 parteneri economici a 
Uniunii, respectiv: Federa ia Rus  (pozi ia 3), Ucraina (pozi ia13), Kazahstan 
(pozi ia 33) i Belorusia (pozi ia 36). Rela iile comerciale ale UE cu Federa ia 
Rus  reprezint  7,2% din totalul volumului comercial al Uniunii, în timp ce co-
mer ul cu celelalte 3 ri însumeaz  doar 2,7% [17]. Totu i, dac  pentru UE re-
la iile comerciale cu Rusia reprezint  nu tocmai un volum deosebit de ridicat 
(pu in mai mult de apte procente), situa ia este radical invers  în cazul în care 
se discut  despre comer ul Federa iei Ruse. Pentru Rusia, UE reprezint  princi-
palul partener economic, cu un volum de 52,3% din totalul comer ului s u exte-
rior. În plus, pentru Federa ia Rus , UE reprezint  principalul investitor str in, 
aproximativ 75% din totalul investi iilor directe în ar  sau aproximativ 17 mlrd. 
Euro [12]. Într-un astfel de context, implica ia UE în regiunea ex-sovietic  de-
not  importante interese economice. De asemenea, chiar dac  volumul comer u-
lui UE cu Rusia este impresionant, totu i, trebuie de men ionat c  interac iunile 
economice dintre aceste p i sunt axate preponderent pe importul produselor 
energetice, iar acest fapt nemul ume te oarecum Uniunea European , deoarece 
dependen a energetic  fa  de Rusia a fost identificat ca unul din riscurile la ad-
resa securit ii europene, diversificarea surselor de import fiind considerat  ca 
una din priorit ile politicii UE în domeniu. În prezent, dependen a energetic  a 
UE fa  de Rusia este evaluat  la 40% din totalul importurilor de gaze a Uniu-
nii, iar acest volum al importurilor i reprezent  mai mult de 60% din totalul re-
la iilor comerciale cu Rusia.  

Într-o astfel de situa ie UE este direct cointeresat  în a sc pa de dependen a 
energetic  fa  de Rusia, strategiile sale urm rind ob inerea unor re ele care ar 
conduce la diminuarea dependen ei fa  de aceasta. Chiar dac  sub aspect de se-
curitate energetic  UE a pretins în ultimul timp s i dezvolte o politic  comuni-
tar , principalele eforturi de garantare a securit ii energetice a rilor membre 
oricum se realizeaz  prin ac iuni guvernamentale individuale. În situa ia dat , 
Rusia nu este deloc cointeresat  a pierde din monopolul energetic european, fapt 
manifestat prin ini ierea construc iei a înc  dou  gazo-conducte ruse spre UE, 
prima urmeaz  s  str bat  Marea Baltic i a doua ar urma s  str bat  Marea 
Neagr , respectiv „Nord Stream” i „South Stream”. Aceste ini iative geo-eco-
nomice i geo-strategice ale Rusiei vin în contradic ie cu inten ia UE de a sc pa 
de monopolul gazului rusesc men ionat i în Strategia securit ii energetice a 
Uniunii. Inten ia UE de diversificare a importurilor se concretizeaz  în constru-
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ia unei gazo-conducte care ar ocoli spa iul rusesc, fapt ce ar conferi mai mult  
libertate i independen rilor membre a Uniunii, cum ar fi proiectul Nabucco. 
Totu i, proiectul gazo-conductei Nabucco, ca  i  proiectul  rusesc  „South  Stre-
am”, urm re te transportarea resurselor energetice din bazinul caspic i central-
asiatic spre rile Europei. În o atare situa ia se pare c  între UE i Rusia se duce 
o adev rat  b lie economic , iar lipsa de consens între rile europene este fo-
arte bine speculat  de c tre cea din urm . Astfel, de i la data de 13 iulie 2009, la 
Ankara, mai multe guverne partenere i membre a UE (Turcia, România, Aust-
ria, Bulgaria, Ungaria) au semnat Conven ia interguvernamental  privind Nabu-
cco, Rusia nu a cedat i a reu it s  atrag  în proiectul South Stream importan i 
juc tori ai pie ei energetice europene cointeresând importante companii din sec-
torul energetic european din ri precum: Slovenia, Fran a, Bulgaria, Italia, Aus-
tria, iar proiectul South Stream a revenit din nou în jocul geostrategic regional, 
de i dup  semnarea acordului referitor la Nabucco mai mul i exper i îi preziceau 
falimentul. În contextul în care ambele proiecte din partea sud-estic  a Europei 
au anse reale de a deveni func ionale, for ele / p ile implicate în acest proces 
al reorganiz rii ordinii geo-economice regionale duc o adev rat  lupt  pentru 
încheierea contractelor de aprovizionare cu resurse. Astfel, Gazprom-ul a cont-
ractat importante rezerve de gaz atât din Azerbaidajan, cât i din Turkmenistan, 
iar în cazul adep ilor proiectului Nabucco de asemenea poate fi eviden iat  o în-
treag  re ea de contracte de livrare a gazului, i chiar dac  înc  nu exist  o cer-
titudine cu privire la caracterul complet al surselor de livrare a gazelor. Într-un 
astfel de context, totu i, trebuie de men ionat c  UE i rile sale membre par s  
contribuie la o dezvoltare concuren ial  a economiilor din regiunea M rii Caspi-
ce i M rii Negre, fapt care creeaz  condi ii pentru dezvoltarea tradi iilor de co-
operarea între p ile regiunii i dep irea monopolului rusesc în exploatarea i 
livrarea gazelor pe pia a european i cea est-european .  

Desigur, prezen a UE în regiune i procesul continuu de extindere a acesteia 
spre Est nemul ume te Federa ia Rus , de i Pre edintele Federa iei Ruse a evitat 

 spun  acest lucru tran ant. Analiza rela iilor dintre cele dou  p i ne permite 
 presupunem c  Rusia a acceptat politica concuren ei, de i nu întotdeauna loi-

ale, iar pe fonul unor evolu ii de acest tip aceasta tinde a trasa o linie a extinderii 
UE, fapt demonstrat i de faptul identific rii în cadrul Concep iei de politic  ex-
tern  adoptat  în 2008 a spa iului ex-sovietic ca prioritate num rul unu. Accep-
tarea, îns , a regulilor economiei de pia  de c tre Rusia i referirea întotdeauna 
la dezvoltarea rela iilor exclusiv pragmatice, de i nu întotdeauna i în sectorul 
energetic, pare s  manifeste apari ia unui consens relativ între p i sau cel pu in 
acceptarea de c tre rile europene a faptului c  Rusia constituie unul dintre ac-
torii primordiali ai regiunii interesele c reia trebuie respectate. Cu toate acestea, 
implicarea actorilor europeni în structurarea ordinii geo-economice a bazinului 

rii Negre i M rii Caspice induce serioase implica ii în modelarea ordinii ge-
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opolitice a întregului spa iu ex-sovietic. În acest context UE este orientat  spre 
dezvoltarea unui sistem de rela ii cu rile ex-sovietice în cadrul unui parteneriat 
/ în elegere cu Federa ia Rus . Pe un astfel de fundal incertitudinea evolu iilor 
este foarte sporit . De i nu avem inten ia de a intra în detalii privind subiectul 
de mai jos, se pare, totu i, c  prin acceptarea regulilor unor rela ii mai profunde 
cu UE în sectorul energetic, Rusia urm re te lovirea asupra consensului euro-at-
lantic de participare în opera iunile din Orientul Mijlociu unde sunt invocate 
profunde interese energetice a europenilor. Iar într-un astfel de context, durabili-
tatea rela iilor euroatlantice pare s  fie tocmai acel mecanism care este capabil 

 echilibreze revenirea în for  a Rusiei, dup  cum i aceasta pretinde. Pe un 
astfel de fundal, atitudinea exper ilor i liderilor europeni fa  de parteneriatul 
euroatlantic, care intuiesc în politica extern  a Rusiei anumite comportamente 
abuzive, ar trebui s  denote o atitudine mult mai serioas , iar acest fapt se refer  
i la liderii unor ri ex-sovietice.  

Destr marea URSS a fost profund marcat  de declan area unui ir de confli-
cte care s-au soldat cu consecin e dezastruoase pentru toate p ile implicate. 
Reie ind din documentele  sale  de baz  ce se refer  la  politica extern ,  UE din 
start s-a ar tat cointeresat  în vederea rezolv rii conflictelor secesioniste din 
spa iul ex-sovietic, de i ac iunile sale în practic  au cunoscut o evolu ie oare-
cum mai lent . Ca urmare a evolu iei specifice a rela iilor dintre UE i statele 
ex-sovietice, primele implica ii ale Uniunii în reglementarea conflictelor în spa-
iul ex-sovietic au fost foarte simpliste. Fundamentate pe Acordurile de Partene-

riat i Cooperare i suplimentate prin finan rile din cadrul programului TACIS, 
strategiile europene au fost mai mult de ordin general. Totu i, odat  cu trecerea 
timpului UE a elaborat strategii mult mai consistente i directe de implicare în 
mecanismul de reglementare a acestor conflicte, iar acest fapt a avut loc în para-
lel cu con tientizarea / definirea intereselor economice, politice i geostrategice 
a UE în spa iul ex-sovietic. Astfel, în 2003 UE a decis trimiterea unei misiuni 
Speciale Reprezentative pentru Caucazul de Sud (EUSR) obiectivul central al 

reia era de a contribui la promovarea reformelor economice i politice în Ar-
menia, Azerbaidajan, Georgia; prevenirea i reglementarea conflictelor înghe a-
te în regiunea vizat ; încurajarea cooper rii între state, etc. [13, L169/74]. Stabi-
lit  ini ial pentru o perioad  de jum tate de an, misiunea va fi prelungit  în 2003 
i 2006. De asemenea, la 28 iunie 2004, în baza unei Ac iuni Comune, Consiliul 

UE a decis trimiterea unei misiuni civile în Georgia, EUJUST Themis Georgia, 
care de i se referea la reformele generale din domeniul statului de drept, avea 
totu i implica ii i asupra procesului de reglementare a conflictelor. În cadrul 
acesteia Georgia beneficiaz  de important  sus inere în vederea reform rii siste-
mului de justi ie, reformele generale în ar  fiind privite ca anse pentru crearea 
unui climat favorabil reglement rii conflictelor. Prin intermediul EUSR pentru 
Caucazul de Sud, în special pentru Georgia au fost alocate mai mult de 32 mln. 
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Euro care au fost orientate pentru desf urarea programelor de încredere a dez-
volt rii economice [14]. De asemenea, dac  este s  ne referim la rolul UE în co-
nflictele corelate regiunilor separatiste din Georgia, în conformitate cu actele de 
strategie UE urm re te cooperarea strâns  cu organiza ii precum OSCE sau 
ONU, care dispun de misiuni speciale în cadrul conflictelor georgiene.  

zboiul ruso-georgian din august 2008 a neutralizat eforturile UE depuse 
pân  în acest an în vederea reglement rii pa nice a conflictelor secesioniste din 
Georgia. Cu toate acestea, UE a decis imediat lansarea unei misiuni de monito-
rizarea a situa iei, constituind astfel primul actor care s-a implicat rapid în c u-
tarea i identificarea solu iilor pentru stoparea i rezolvarea conflictului [15, 
L248/26]. Prin declara ia din 25 august i deciziile care au urmat, UE a atras 
aten ia p ilor asupra necesit ii respect rii dreptului interna ional i c ut rii 
pa nice a solu iilor ie irii din criz . În baza deciziei din 25 septembrie 2008, în 
func ie de reprezentant al UE pentru gestionarea crizei a fost numit Pierre Mo-
rel, mandatul c ruia a fost prelungit i în 2009. Eforturile UE de elucidare a cau-
zelor crizei, ajutoarele umanitare i financiare acordate de c tre UE imediat du-

 opera iunile militare, pozi ia corect  luat  fa  de excesele comise de c tre 
ambele p i implicate i care au fost relatate la nivelul cuvenit în raportul UE 
au demonstrat înc  o dat  în plus valoare care o induce UE la stabilizarea situa-
iei în regiune.  

Implica ii semnificative dispune UE în reglementarea conflictului dintre 
Azerbaidjan i Armenia din cauza regiunii separatiste Nagornâi Karabah. În 
acest sens, UE a prev zut pân  în prezent o sus inere activ  a reglement rii con-
flictului prin intermediul ajutorului acordat societ ii civile, promov rii dreptu-
rilor omului i a valorilor democratice în ambele ri [16]. De asemenea, UE ur-

re te strategii de reconstruc ie i reamenajare a zonei de conflict i acordarea 
sprijinului pentru revenirea în regiune a azerilor emigra i din zon  în decursul 
anilor, precum i finan area programelor de înl turare a acumul rilor excesive 
de arme conven ionale. Instaurarea încrederii între p i, desigur este un alt inst-
rument larg aplicat în strategia UE fa  de conflictul vizat.   

Un alt conflict intra-statal din spa iul ex-sovietic în reglementarea c ruia es-
te implicat  UE este cel din Republica Moldova. În acest sens, implicarea UE în 
acest conflict reprezint  rezultatul insisten ei Republicii Moldova care de mai 
mul i ani a atras aten ia asupra necesit ii unei mai largi particip ri a parteneri-
lor occidentali, fapt datorat imposibilit ii de a- i impune de sine st tor intere-
sele în fa a Rusiei. Astfel, în 2005 atât UE, cât i SUA au fost recunoscu i ca pa-
rticipan i cu statut de observatori la procesul de negociere format din Rusia, Uc-
raina, i respectiv Chi in u i Tiraspol. De asemenea, la 30 noiembrie 2005 UE 
a lansat o misiune de asisten  la frontier  în Moldova i Ucraina, pe segmentul 
transnistrean a hotarului moldo-ucrainean. Obiectivele acestei misiuni urm resc 
înt rirea colabor rii între Republica Moldova i Ucraina în scopul armoniz rii 
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standardelor i procedurilor lor de gestionare a frontierei cu cele europene; înt -
rirea capacit ilor serviciilor vamale a acelor dou ri; dezvoltarea capacit ilor 
de analiz  a riscurilor; promovarea cooper rii transfrontaliere, etc. programat  
ini ial pentru o perioad  de 2 ani, mandatul misiunii a fost ulterior prelungit. 
De i este discutat sub diferite aspecte, rolul UE în procesul de reglementare a 
conflictului transnistrean este incontestabil. Astfel, în decursul anilor UE a stat 
la baza unui ir de ini iative care au urm rit crearea unui cadru favorabil pentru 
declan area procesului de negociere între p i, iar recunoa terea incontestabil  
a unit ii teritoriale a Republicii Moldova are o valoare simbolic  aparte pentru 
Chi in u.   

Desigur, aceast  implicare a UE în reglementarea conflictelor, a a-zis „în-
ghe ate”, nemul ume te Rusia. În acest sens, în decursul anului 2008 aceasta a 
dus o adev rat  strategie de concuren  vizavi de eforturile UE de a contribui la 
deblocarea proceselor de negociere, obiectivul final al c reia consta în preluarea 
ini iativei în reglementarea conflictelor, fapt eviden iat expres în cadrul evolu ii-
lor din cadrul conflictului transnistrean [2, 9-12]. Pe fundalul evolu iilor geo-
economice i transform rilor geopolitice se pare, totu i, c  Rusia nedorind este 
nevoit  s  accepte sporirea prezen ei UE, iar o astfel de tendin  induce desigur 
noi speran e privind reglementarea conflictelor în spa iul ex-sovietic, de i dispu-
ta privind soarta regiunilor separatiste georgiene este departe de a fi înc  finali-
zat .  

Analiza politicilor UE în spa iul ex-sovietic pare s  argumenteze tezele pot-
rivit c rora sub aspect de rela ii politice, UE este direct cointeresat  în promova-
rea valorilor democratice i garant rii unui spa iu al stabilit ii i securit ii poli-
tice, iar sub aspect economic, atât UE, cât i rile membre a acesteia sunt inte-
resate în promovarea reformelor economice în vederea finis rii tranzi iei la eco-
nomia de pia i realizarea investi iilor economice în sectoarele capabile a adu-
ce profit tuturor p ilor implicate. Sau într-un astfel de context, este necesar de 
subliniat c  dac  în rela iile dintre UE i Rusia regula concuren ei i economiei 
de pia  a fost acceptat , totu i, evolu ia ordinii geopolitice ex-sovietice într-o 
direc ie pozitiv  necesit  respectarea regulilor economiei de pia i a dreptului 
interna ional i în cadrul sistemului rela iilor dintre statele ex-sovietice sau sub 
acest aspect se pare c  exist  lacune serioase.  
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Aleksandr Dugin is a leading exponent of the eurasianist approach to Rus-
sian foreign policy. He has published more than a dozen books on a wide range 
of political and cultural subjects and has written for several major Russian 
newspapers. He also served as a foreign-affairs advisor to the speaker of the 
Duma, for five years.  

Neo-Eurasianism, presented by Dugin and his followers in the form of a ge-
opolitical project, provides a clear break from narrow nationalism toward the 
New Right ethnopluralist model.  

According to his 1997 book, The Basics of Geopolitics, "The new Eurasian 
empire will be constructed on the fundamental principle of the common enemy: 
the rejection of Atlanticism, strategic control of the USA, and the refusal to al-
low liberal values to dominate us. This common civilisational impulse will be 
the basis of a political and strategic union." 

KEYWORDS: geopolitics, security, atlanticism, neo-eurasianism 
 

În gândirea geopolitic i de securitate contemporan , noul eurasianism pa-
re una dintre cele mai viguroase doctrine, a ezându-se deja pe un trecut ideolo-
gic semnificativ. Propulsat fiind de personalit i intelectuale i politice dintre 
cele mai cunoscute în aceast  parte a lumii i concretizându-se în organiza ii po-
litice care lucreaz  cu instrumentele obi nuite ale marketingului politic, versiu-
nea contemporan  a eurasianismului provoac  o dezbatere major  în mediile in-
telectuale din întreaga lume. 

Pentru România i Republica Moldova, aflate în proximitate geografic  fa  
cu nucleul geopolitic eurasian (a a cum este teoretizat de c tre clasicii i noii re-
prezentan i ai ideologiei eurasiene), relevan a subiectului este accentuat . 

 
Scurt  istorie a eurasianismului. 

Ideile referitoare la utilitatea geopolitic i de securitate a unui bloc contine-
ntal care s  cuprind  Asia i Europa au fost sistematizate întâia oar  în mediul 
unui grup de exila i ru i, îndat  dup  cucerirea puterii în Rusia de c tre bol e-
vici. Prin ul Nikolai Trubetskoi, Piotr Savitskii, Piotr Suvchinskii i Georgii 
Florovskii, împrumutând din conceptele fundamentale ale englezului Halford 
Makinder i germanului Karl Haushofer, au pus temelia unei teorii geopolitice 
noi (intitulat  de ei „eurasianism”) [11]. 
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Pentru eurasienii ru i din exil, una dintre problemele fundamentale de legiti-
mare era aceea a separ rii de pan-slavism. Într-adev r, pentru pan-slavi ti obiec-
tivul final este un stat cuprinzând toate popula iile slave; pentru eurasieni, statul 
trebuie s  cuprind  deopotriv  toate popoarele locuitoare ale Europei i Asiei; 
pan-slavii vor un stat slab, în timp ce eurasienii dimpotriv ; cei dintâi cer exclu-
sivitatea culturii slave, în timp ce ace tia din urm  consider  cultura rus  rezul-
tat al interac iunii sudului bizantin cu estul t tar-mongol i vestul european, po-
zi ie de pe care î i va asuma rolul coordonator în noua civiliza ie eurasian  [17]. 

 
Aleksandr Dughin. Via a i opera 

Aleksandr Gelievich Dughin s-a n scut în anul 1962 într-o familie de mili-
tari – tat l, bunicul i str bunicul s u fiind ofi eri sub diferitele regimuri care s-
au succedat  în  Rusia începând cu secolul  al  XIX-lea.  Tat l  s u a  fost  ofi er  în  
structurile de intelligence ale armatei sovietice (GRU) [18, 190-220]. 

A urmat cursurile Institutului de Avia ie din Moscova la sfâr itul anilor 
1970.  În  marele  ora  a  luat  contact  cu  grupuri  de  intelectuali  interesa i  în  fas-
cism, p gânism i misticism; s-a implicat în studierea operelor reprezentative, 
traducând în acest timp din fascistul p gân italian Julius Evola. 

În ultimii ani ai regimului comunist, concep iile sale evoluaser  spre un na-
ionalism accentuat antisemit, exersat în cadrul mi rii politice „Pamyat” – un-

de a func ionat ca membru al consiliului central, în perioada 1988-1989. De pe 
aceast  pozi ie, în 1989 a f cut o deplasare în Occident, unde a luat contact cu 
figuri marcante ale na ionalismului Noii Drepte - precum Allain Benoist i Jean-
Francois Thiriart, care au mar at la ideea reconcilierii istorice între Rusia i Oc-
cidentul European, pe baza înfr irii na ionalismelor [14]. 

Întors în ar , i-a construit un loc proeminent în apropierea pre edintelui 
Partidului Comunist, Ghenadii Ziuganov. Desfiin area Uniunii Sovietice în 
1991 a fost momentul op iunii pe termen lung pentru fascismul de tip euroasian; 
introducerea a fost f cut  prin editarea periodicului „Den”, în asociere cu Alek-
sandr Prokhanov [12, 169-177]. Din 1992, Dughin a editat propria revist , sub 
denumirea “Elementy: evraziiskoe obozrenie”, inspirat  din cunoscuta revist  
“Elemnets” a lui Alain de Benoist. 

În aceast  vreme, Dughin reu te s i impun  ideile la vârful armatei ruse 
i al serviciului s u specializat de informa ii (GRU), între cei care se asociaz  în 

form  ocult  lui Dughin fiind generalul locotentent Nikolai Klokotov, eful de-
partamentul de strategii al Academiei Militare; generalul locotenent Nikolai Pis-
hchev, director de resort în acela i departament; generalul maior Vladislav Imi-
nov, eful departamentului de istorie militar  în Academie. Însu i ministrul ap -

rii din 1996-1997, Igor Rodionov, se afla sub influen a ideologic i organiza-
toric  a lui Dughin [19]. 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

174 

În acest context, anul 1993 aduce pe scena politic  un instrument politic pe-
rsonal al lui Dughin (aliat cu Eduard Limonov), care pun în scen  Partidul Na i-
onal Bol evic [21]. La vârful partidului, Limonov joac  rolul liderului formal, 
iar Dughin pe acela al ideologului. De pe aceast  platform , în anul 1995 Du-
ghin a candidat pentru func ia de deputat în Duma de Stat, reu ind s  acumuleze 
doar 0,85% din voturile electorilor [10, 257]. 

Ducând la extrem  consecin ele e ecului politic, în 1997 Dughin a renun at 
la activitatea în PNB, i a înfiin at Funda ia pentru Geopolitic , pe care a anga-
jat-o imediat în proiecte comandate de c tre Ministerul Ap rii – unde genera-
lii mai sus-men iona i de ineau pozi ii cheie. În 1998 a devenit consilierul pent-
ru geopolitic  al pre edintelui Dumei de Stat, Ghenadii Selezniov.  

Doi ani mai târziu a convocat congresul de înfiin are al Mi rii Eurasia. 
Produsul intelectual cel mai vehiculat în mediul Mi rii era cartea sa Funda-
mentele geopoliticii, scris  în 1997, i care r mâne instrumental intelectual cel 
mai evoluat, diversificat i explicit al eurasianismului. 

Odat  aceast  platform  ideologic  definitivat , Dughin a construit “Centrul 
pentru Expertiz  Geopolitic ” (1999), care a fost acceptat drept partener teoretic 
principal de c tre administra ia preziden ial , guvernului Federa iei Ruse, Con-
siliul Federa iei i Duma de Stat [9]. Pe aceast  cale, pre edintele Vladimir Pu-
tin însu i pare a fi devenit adeptul eurasianismului.32 

Achizi ionarea de noi personalit i cu pozi ii strategice în favoarea eurasia-
nismului a continuat. La congresul fondator al Mi rii Politico-Sociale Panruse 
“Eurasia” din 2001 au fost prezente personalit i importante din Serviciul de In-
forma ii Externe (SVR) al Federa iei Ruse, precum Vladimir Revskii i Petr Su-
slov [29].  

În str in tate, ideile promovate de c tre Dughin au devenit ideologie oficia-
 în Kazahstan, unde pre edintele Nursultan Nazarbaev i-a asumat personal i 

oficial idealurile Eurasiei [15; 16; 22].  
Dup  o experien  nefericit  în cadrul partidului „Rodina”, Dughin s-a în-

tors la formula societ ii civile pentru promovarea ideologiei sale – astfel s-a n -
scut Mi carea Interna ional  Eurasian , la 20 noiembrie 2003, cu membri în ap-
roximativ 20 de ri. 

Raporturile ideologice ale eurasianismului cu administra ia Medvedev sunt 
înc  neclare. 

 
Dughin i noul eurasianism 

Noul eurasianism este eticheta sub care au ren scut ideile eurasiene dup  
derea Uniunii Sovietice [23, 304].  

                                                
32 Aflat în Brunei, în noiembrie 2000, Vladimir Putin a declarat c  „Rusia s-a considerat dintot-

deauna o ar  eurasian ” [28] 
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Revendicarea comun  a noilor eurasieni este opera lui Lev Gumiliov (1912-
1992), autor care i-a v zut interzise cele mai multe c i sub regimul comunist. 
Gumiliov a încercat s  explice valurile de migra ii ale nomazilor Eurasiei prin 
influen a factorilor geografici, precum varia iile anuale ale radia iei solare, care 
ar fi determinat suprafa a p unilor disponibile pentru p unatul eptelului. Ace-
ast  mi care demografic  repetat  a creat premisele unei civiliza ii eurasiene, în 
cadrul c reia ru ii reprezint  un “superetnos” care a incorporat puterea stepei, i 
care are o for a vital  asem toare cu a popoarelor turcice aliate [13]. 

Dup  moartea lui Gumiliov, Aleksandr Dughin este considerat exponentul 
ideologic principal al proiectului eurasian. De i, în anii 1990, aceast  pozi ie a 
fost partajat  cu Aleksandr Panarin.33 

În sintez , putem distinge trei orient ri subsumate noului eurasianism [20, 
71-73]: 

1.  Cea a lui Aleksandr Panarin, care a f cut coal  pornind din Institutul de 
Filozofie al Academiei de tiin e din Moscova, i care argumenteaz  reabilita-
rea filozofic i politic  a no iunii de imperiu; imperiul nu reveleaz  un na iona-
lism îngust, nici un imperialism agresiv, ci o nou  form  de con tiin  civic , 
care r spunde principiilor etice i nu cultului unei na iuni dominante. 

2.  Cea a lui Eduard Bagramov, fondatorul i directorul revistei „Eurasia”, 
care ofer  calea studiilor culturale i folcloriste, iar în plan geopolitic sus ine 
alian a slavo-turc  prin revalorizarea Imperiului mongol i a minorit ilor turco-
musulmane în istoria ru ilor. Este interesant faptul c  pre edintele Kazahstanu-
lui Nursultan Nazarbaiev finan eaz  par ial revista lui Bagramov. 

3.  Cea lui Aleksandr Dughin, cea mai influent i mai sistematic , astfel în-
cât se confund  chiar cu ansamblul teoretic neo-eurasian. 

Bazele filozofice ale gândirii lui Dughin se a eaz  pe o critic  acid  a mo-
nopolului ideologic câ tigat de c tre liberalism, dup  victoria sa istoric  asupra 
comunismului i fascismului. Ast zi, liberalismul înving tor se transform  într-
un post-liberalism caracterizat prin urm toarele [26]: 

1) sura lucrurilor devine nu individul, ci postindividul, “dividul”, o co-
mbina ie întâmpl toare a unor p i (organele sale, clonele sale, simulacrele sa-
le, pân  la robo i sau mutan i); 

2) proprietatea privat  este divinizat , “transcedentalizeaz ” i se transfor-
 din ceea ce omul st pâne te, în ceea ce st pâne te pe om. 
3) egalitatea anselor se transform  în egalitatea imaginar  a anselor (”so-

cietatea spectacolului”); 
4) credin a în caracterul contractual al tuturor institu iilor sociale i politice 

se transform  în echivalarea realului i virtualului, iar lumea devine o machet  
tehnic . 

                                                
33 Panarin s-a retras din activitatea public  în urma unor serioase probleme de s tate 
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5) dispare orice form  de autoritate supraindividual , fiecare individ pu-
tând s  cread  orice despre lumea în care tr ie te („criza ra ionalit ii comuni-
zante”); 

6) principiul separ rii puterilor se transform  în ideea unui referendum ele-
ctronic permanent („parlamentul electronic”), unde fiecare utilizator voteaz  cu 
ocazia oric rei decizii, ceea ce înmul te puterile de decizii pân  la num rul ce-

enilor autonomi (fiecare este o parte a puterii); 
7) “societatea civil ” înlocuie te prin sine statul i se transform  într-un 

“melting pot” (vas de topire) mondial cosmopolit; 
8) de la teza “economia este o soart : se trece la teza “codul de bare este o 

soart ”, a a cum i munca, i banii, i pia a, i producerea, i consumul - devin 
toate virtuale. 

Fa  de aceast  erezie politic i spiritual , Dughin atrage aten ia c  „Liber-
tatea de” este cea mai resping toare formul  al robiei, deoarece ispite te omul la 
revolta împotriva lui Dumnezeu, împotriva valorilor tradi ionale, împotriva nor-
melor morale i spirituale a poporului sau i culturii sale. i chiar dac  toate lu-
ptele  formale a  liberalismului  au câ tigat  i  suntem la  un pas de „veacul  ame-
rican” - b lia final  este înainte [26]. 

zboiul ideologic propus de c tre gânditorul rus se a eaz  la fel de bine în 
termenii geopoliticii. În acest registru, apar inversate ideile geopolitice clasice 
ale lui Halford Mackinder (enun ate în 1904), care propuneau încercuirea Rusiei 
[24]. Pe urmele lui Carl Schmitt, b lia geopolitic  dus  la grani ele Rusiei (în 
“Rimland”) reprezint  o fa et  a r zboiului spiritual etern purtat între un “Levia-
tan” i un “Behemoth”, adic  între P mânt i Mare. În acest r zboi, Rusia i Ge-
rmania reprezint  elementul teluric, iar Statele Unite aliate inevitabil i sistema-
tic cu Marea Britanie - elementul oceanic sau atlantist. 

În aceast  disput  geopolitic , Rusia trebuie s  porneasc  printr-o “nou  or-
dine geopolitic ”, pe care va trebui s  o construiasc  întâi la sudul i vestul gra-
ni elor sale. Între cele dou , prioritatea absolut  este Sudul, direc ia în care Ru-
sia i-a identificat din evul mediu “axa geografic  a istoriei”, având obiectiv fi-
nal controlarea ie irii la Oceanul Indian.  

În vederea destructur rii preventive a programului atlanticist de încercuire a 
Rusiei la est, sud i vest, proiectul eurasian al lui Dughin propune alian e strate-
gice în cele trei puncte cardinale, care s  anihileze pionii geopolitici ai Statelor 
Unite ale Americii. 

Axele pe care Rusia ar urma s i construiasc  pozi ia geopolitic  sunt [5]: 
1. Axa Moscova - Berlin,  instrument prin care Europa Central  va deveni 

prietenoas  Imperiului Eurasian.  
Pre ul reconcilierii cu Germania ar fi retrocedarea c tre aceasta a oblastiei 

Kaliningrad, urmat  de împ irea sferelor de influen  între cele dou  în a a fel 
încât s  exclud  orice „coridor sanitar”.  
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Europa Occidental i Europa Central  ar deveni o zon  de influen  germa-
no-francez , având în vedere o important  tradi ie a gândirii eurasiene în Fran a. 
Germania ar  pretinde o influen  special  în  Spania i  Italia,  în  timp ce Marea 
Britanie ar fi exclus  din influen ele ei continentale [5, 221].  

Un tratament special ar fi aplicat Finlandei, ar  considerat  periculos de in-
stabil . Aceasta ar urma s  primeasc  Republica Autonom  Karelia (în prezent 
parte a Federa iei Ruse), în timp ce partea sa nordic  ar fi cedat  Oblastiei Mur-
mansk [5, 371-372]. 

Între rile baltice, Estonia va fi recunoscut  în sfera intereselor germane, în 
timp ce Lituania i Letonia vor fi supuse unei regim special (Dughin nu clarific  
dac  acestea vor fi subordonate mai degrab  Rusiei) [5, 372].  

Tot un „statut special” va fi acordat i Poloniei. 
În Balcani, Dughin vede o prezen  rus  excep ional  în Bulgaria i Rusia, 

pe care le nume te „sudul Rusiei” [5, 343]. Mai ales Serbia este apropiat  inte-
reselor ruse, pân  la exprimarea neechivoc  „Serbia este Rusia [5, 462]. 

În fapt, tot estul european de expresie cultural  ortodox  ar fi integrat în tra-
di ia „Moscova – A Treia Rom ”, incluzând aici Macedonia, Republica Srbska 
din Bosnia, România i chiar Grecia – trecând peste statutul s u actual de mem-
bru NATO.  

România i Republica Moldova au un viitor integrat în proiectul lui Dughin 
[5], întrucât „reprezint  dou  p i a unei singuri regiuni geopolitice, populate 
de un singur etnos ortodox – urma i ai dacilor, care vorbesc o limb  din grupul 
latin i care în mare parte au acumulat elemente slave care le-au înconjurat – cu-
lturale, lingvistice i rasiale. Din punctul de vedere geopolitic integrarea Româ-
niei i a Moldovei este inevitabil , îns  cu toate acestea Moscova trebuie s  tin-

 s  efectueze aceast  unire în scopurile sale, pentru a include acest spa iu în 
zona controlului s u strategic direct. Cultura României reprezint  în totalitatea 
sa un model ortodox tipic, care leag  direct aceste p mânturi cu Eurasia. Unicul 
obstacol pentru efectuarea integr rii acestor p mânturi în Rusia reprezint  facto-
rul lingvistic i apropierea geopolitic  de regiunile catolice. În afar  de aceasta, 
în vestul României în Banat exist  un procent important al ungurilor-catolici i 
ai românilor unia i. 

Prin România i Ucraina Central  trece fâ ia neîntrerupt , populat  de po-
poare ortodoxe, care leag  p mânturile Rusiei cu Serbia, avanpostul Eurasiei în 
Balcani. În interesele Eurasiei este s  transforme aceast  regiune într-o regiune 
strategic  unit  - de facto într-o singur ar . Acest lucru presupune ca Moscova 

 devin  ini iatorul integr rii moldo-române, sub semnul c reia trebuie s  fie 
de la bun început ca ortodox i eurasiatic. Totodat  în cadrul acesteia este impo-
rtant ca enclava ortodox  român  s  fie înconjurat  din spre est i vest popoare 
slave ortodoxe – ucraineni i sârbi, asigurând în acest mod integrarea teritorial  
neîntrerupt , întemeiat  nu atât pe caracter etnic, cât pe cel confesional i înru-
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dire cultural . Totodat , un astfel de “bloc ortodox” de la Nistru pân  la Munte-
negru, în centrul c ruia trebuie s  se afle România, trebuie s  se formeze în co-
laborare cu Berlinul, c ruia i se ofer  partea mai vestic  a Europei Centrale din 
Prusia prin Cehia i Slovacia c tre Ungaria i Austria, iar mai departe spre Cro-

ia, adic  spre Adriatica. Dac  ad ug m la aceasta i proeminen a estic  a Po-
loniei i a Prusiei Orientale, care r mâne Germaniei mai la nord, atunci evident 

 prelungirea Rusiei în vest în regiunea balcanic  va fi una logic i acceptabi-
, f  a înc lca echilibrul geopolitic al Europei Centrale, care din punct de ve-

dere geopolitic apar ine sferei de influen  a Germaniei.” 
Bielorusia va fi reintegrat  Rusiei [5, 377], în timp ce Ucraina va avea parte 

de un tratament diferen iat. Aceasta nu are o justificare geopolitic  a existen ei 
sale, i reprezint  un pericol enorm pentru întreg proiectul eurasian. Solu ia op-
tim  este dezintegrarea Ucrainei. Regiunilor vestice (Volinia, Gali ia i Transca-
rpatia) li se va permite s  constituie o Federa ie Ucrainean  Vestic , pe bazele 
culturale ale catolicismului.34 Aceast  structur  statal  trebuie men inut  cu ori-
ce pre  departe de controlul atlanticist [5, 382]. Restul teritoriilor ucrainiene din 
prezent ar urma s  fie anexate Rusiei. 

2. Axa Moscova - Tokio, urmând s  neutralizeze influen a american  în 
Extremul Orient. 

Japonia va fi cointeresat  în aceast  alian  prin retrocedarea Insulelor Kuri-
le. Mai mult, aceasta va fi încurajat  s  reia o politic  ofensiv  în zona Pacificu-
lui [5, 277]. 

La fel de important  în strategia Eurasiei va fi India, care va beneficia de 
i din China dezintegrat . Între beneficiari se vor num ra cele dou  Corei i 

Vietnamul, precum i Mongolia (care, asemenea Bielorusiei, se va ata a nucleu-
lui dur rus care ini iaz  imperiul euroasian) [5, 360, 363].  

În aceast  parte lumii, adversarul principal al integr rii eurasiene îl consti-
tuie China, care a f cut un compromis esen ial cu Occidentul prin declan area 
procesului de modernizare pe baza capitalurilor Vestului. Pe de alt  parte, influ-
en a puternic  a Chinei în Kazahstan i invazia constant  a popula iei chineze în 
Siberia atenteaz  la nucleul dur al eurasianismului [5, 172]. În aceste condi ii, 
China trebuie dezmembrat , provinciile Tibet, Sianking i Manciuria urmând s  
fie asociate Mongoliei în crearea unui cordon sanitar necesar Rusiei. În acest 
fel, influen a chinez  în Kazahstan devine imposibil  [5, 362]. O compensa ie 
geopolitic  pentru China va fi construit  în Sud, unde i se va recunoa te dreptul 
la predominan  în Indochina (mai pu in Vietnamul aliat proiectului eurasian), 
Filipine, Indonezia i Australia [5, 363]. 

                                                
34 Zona este puternic populat  de c tre greco-catolici, mai apropia i din punct de vedere religios 

de Roma decât de Moscova 
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3. Axa Moscova - Teheran, absolut necesar  ap rii intereselor eurasiene 
în lumea islamic . 

Apropierea întregii zone islamice ar fi un fapt u or de împlinit, contând pe 
antiamericanismul fundamental al religiei i culturii islamice. Ac ionând pivotul 
iranian, Rusia va ob ine acces sistematic la Oceanul Indian.  

Un rol extrem de important în asocierea Rusiei cu Iranul în joac  Armenia, 
cea mai important  baz  strategic  în oprirea tendin elor expansioniste ale Tur-
ciei. De aceea, axa spre sud poate fi denumit  la fel de corect „Axa Moscova-
Erevan-Teheran” [5, 352], fundamentul geopolitic al acestei triple alian e cons-
tituindu-l originea arian  a armenilor, la fel ca în cazul iranienilor i kurzilor. 
Pericolul zonal îl constituie Azerbaidjanul, care construie te o apropiere neper-
mis  fa  de Turcia. Soarta azerilor va fi distribuirea lor c tre Iran, Rusia i Ar-
menia [5, 243]. 

Regiunile separatiste din Georgia urmeaz  s  fie integrate Rusiei – Abhazia, 
dar i cele dou  Osetii vor fi direct administrate de c tre Federa ia Rus  [5, 
351]. 

Principalul pericol regional pentru imperiul eurasian r mâne Turcia, ca me-
mbru al NATO i aliat principal al Statelor Unite ale Americii în regiune. Pentru 
un control eficient asupra Turciei, devine necesar  sus inerea separtismelor 
(kurzi, armeni i alte minorit i predispuse la rebeliune fa  de centru). Dac  Tu-
rcia va pierde astfel câteva provincii, va trebuie s  primeasc  o compensa ie 
spre sud, în direc iile Bagdad, Damasc i Riad, unde s i exercite nestingherit  
interesele [5, 244]. 

Eurasia îns  nu se va opri la integrarea intereselor sale fa  cu vecin tatea 
imediat  controlat  de c tre atlanti ti. Proiectul atlantic va trebui atacat în apro-
pierea nucleului s u dur, utilizând aceea i „tactic  Anaconda” în sens invers: 
America de Sud i Central , precum i Africa, vor fi sprijinite prin toate mijloa-
cele pentru a se elibera de sub domina ia american , pân  la colapsul total al im-
periului atlantic [5, 259]. 

 
Concluzii 

Proiectul geopolitic al lui Dughin a fost deja puternic afectat de evolu iile 
de securitate ulterioare anului 1997. Puterea militar  atlantic  este prezent  în 
puncte cheie ale integr rii eurasiene (Irak, Afganistan), iar puterea politic  a 
Americii subordoneaz  tot mai mult regimuri islamice din Asia i Africa – fapte 
geopolitice ce l-au determinat pe gânditorul rus s  reevalueze utilitatea unei ap-
ropieri a Federa iei Ruse de China.  

i totu i, eurasianismul nu este doar un exerci iu intelectual pe hart , const-
ruind grani e pe baza argumentelor culturale, economice, militare sau ezoterice. 
Sensul demersului eurasian, în aplica ia lui Dughin, este ac ional i mobilizator, 

a cum se întâmpl  mereu cu marile ideologii. Pentru gânditorul rus, „Jude-
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când dup  semne precise, Vremurile sunt aproape. Endkampf, Ultima B lie se 
va dezl ui în curând. Sunte i preg ti i, seniori ai Ordinului Polar? Sunte i 
preg ti i, solda i ai Eurasiei? Sunte i preg ti i, în elep i strategi ai GRU? Sunte i 
preg tite,  mari  popoare ale  Eurasiei,  care v-a i  prins  în  r ag prin faptul  în-
su i al na terii voastre? Deja au b tut clopotele decisive ale Ceasului Eurasiei… 
Marele R zboi al Continentelor deja se apropie de ultima sa clip .”35 

zut dintr-o Românie membr  NATO i a Uniunii Europene, acest mani-
fest de lupt  pare în afara cursului istoriei, imposibil i inutil având în vedere te-
ndin ele majore ale lumii noastre.  

Dar dac  aceast  lume se va schimba mai repede decât ne a tept m? Cât i 
ce din scenariile concurente ale schimb rii, incluzând pe cel eurasian, ar putea 
deveni realitatea zilei de mâine? 
 

Bibliografie 
Opera esen ial  a lui Aleksandr Dughin 

1. Pop-kultura i znaki vremeni. – Moskva, Amphora, 2005 
2. Osnovy geopolitiki. Geopoliticheskoe budushchee Rossii: myslit’ 

prostranstvom, edi ia a IV-a. – Moskva,  Arktogeia, 2000 
3. Absoliutnaia rodina. – Moskva,  Arktogeia-tsentr, 1999 
4. Tampliery proletariata: natsional-bol'shevizm i initsiatsiia. – Moskva,  

Arktogeia, 1997 
5. Osnovy geopolitiki: geopoliticheskoe budushchee Rossii. – Moskva,  

Arktogeia, 1997 
6. Metafizika blagoi vesti: Pravoslavnyi ezoterizm. – Moskva,  Arktogeia, 

1996 
7. Misterii Evrazii. – Moskva,  Arktogeia, 1996 
8. Konservativnaia revoliutsiia. – Moskva,  Arktogeia, 1994 
9. Evraziiskaya platforma. // “Zavtra”, 2000, 21 ianuarie 
 

Lucr ri speciale 
10. Allensworth W. The Russian Question: Nationalism, Modernization and 

Post-Communist Russia. - Lanham, Rowman and Littlefield, 1998 
11. Bassin M. Eurasianism and Geopolitics in Post-Soviet Russia. // Godzimir-

ski J. (ed.) Russia and Europe. - Oslo, Norwegian Institute of International 
Affairs, 1996, pp.33-42. 

12. Dunlop J.B. The Rise of Russia and the Fall of the Soviet Empire. Second 
expanded edition. - Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1995 

                                                
35 Concluzie la studiul Marele r zboi al continentelor, publicat pe site-ul oficial al Mi rii 

Eurasia în traducere româneasc  [25] 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

181 

13. Iasmann V. The Rise of the Eurasians. The Eurasian Politician. // RFE/RL. 
Inc., 1992 

14. Laruelle M. Aleksandr Dughin: A Russian Version of the European Radical 
Right. // Kennan Institute. Ocasional Paper no.294, edited by Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars 

15. Nazarbaev N. Evraziistvo: ot idei k praktike. - Astana, 2004 
16. Nazarbaev N. Evraziistvo i Kazakhstan. Trudy Evraziiskogo nauchnogo 

foruma ‘Gumilevskie chteniia’. 2 vol. - Astana, 2003 
17. Savitskii P. Kontinent Evrazii. // Dugin A. (ed.) - Moscow, Agraf, 1997 
18. Shenfield S.  Russian Fascism: Traditions,  Tendencies,  Movements.  -  New 

York, Armonk, 2001 
 

Periodice 
19. Clover C. Will the Russian Bear Roar Again. // “Financial Times”, 2000, 12 

decembrie. 
20. Laruelle M. Le neo-eurasisme russe. L'Empire apres L'Empire? // Cahiers 

du monde russe, 2000, ianuarie-martie, nr.42/1 
21. Mathyl M. The National-Bolshevik Party and Arctogaia: Two Neo-fascist 

Groupuscules in the Post-Soviet Political Space. // Patterns of Prejudice, 
vol.36, 2003, nr.3, pp.62-76.  

22. Nazarbaev N. Evraziiskii soiuz: strategiia integratsii. // Evraziia, 1996, nr.1, 
pp.3-8. 

23. Thom F. Eurasisme et néoeurasisme. // Commentaires, 1994, nr.66. 
24. Venier P. The Geographical Pivot of History and Early 20th Century Geo-

political Culture. // Geographical Journal, vol.170, 2004, nr.4, decembrie, 
pp.330-336. 

 
Resurse de internet 

25. http://evrazia.info/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=4058 
26. http://www.rossia3.ru/romina/Liberalismul http://www.strana.ru 
27. Putin V. Rossiya vsegda oshchushchala sebya evroaziatskoi stranoi. //  

www.strana.ru, 2000, 13 noiembrie 
28. Zabello Ya. Evraziya – prevyshe vsego? // Transkaspiiskii proekt: informat-

siono-analaticheskii server, 2001, 13 iunie. 
 
 

Prezentat la redactie  
la 14 decembrie 2009 

http://www.pascalvenier.com/venier2004c.pdf
http://www.pascalvenier.com/venier2004c.pdf
http://evrazia.info/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=4058
http://www.strana.ru/
http://www.strana.ru/


MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

182 

 
 

:  
 

 
, ,  

, ,  
  

, , ;  
 « » -
 ( , ).  

 
  

, ,   
 (  « »), 

 « -
»  

 
The article studies the current situation in the research literature dedicated 

to the conflict in Transnistria and, in particular, to the EU’s role in the conflict 
settlement. The authors of the article consider the EU to be one of the major ac-
tors able to influence settlement of the above conflict positively. The article pro-
vides analysis of the tendencies in research of the issue by the Moldovan, Trans-
nistrian, Russian, Ukrainian authors as well as the authors from the EU coun-
tries, uncovers the common and the peculiar in those tendencies. The article 
may be considered as an attempt to summarise the results of the research as of 
today and provide a kind of guidelines for further research on the issue. 
 

 
-

, -
. ,  

, 
,  2004-2007 . -

, , ,  
 [17].   -

 1  2007 ., -
, 

  -
 ( ),  



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

183 

.  
-
-

. , -
, -

,  
.  

. 
, ,  

,  
 – ,  

.  
, -

-
, -

.  
 

, -
, ,  .  -

,  
. 
-
-

. -
, -

. -
-

, -
, ,  

. -
, , , -

-
. 

,  
 

. ,  
,  

. 
 

 
 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

184 

. :  
  
 

-
, -

.  
-

. , -
-

, -
. ,  

-
. , -

, ,  
. -

, -
 

.  
 

,  
 ( ., , [36; 42-44; 47-49; 50]).  

 
-

, -
. -

, -
, , -

. -
-

, ,  
 [43; 50]. 

, , -
-

, , -
. , , -

 
 « », -

 [33]. , 
, -

, , . 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

185 

-
, -

. -
 2000- . .  

 
-

,  
 [17].  ,   

 1990- .  
, . , , 

-
 

 [44, 1].  
, 
-
-

 [41, 1-3]. -
, -

 1990- . 
,  2000- ., 

,  ,  -
 

.  
. , ,  

-
, , -

, . 
 [43, 60]. -

 
,  

, . , 
 ( ,  

) [50, 32], -
 

. ,  
 

 [42, 2]. , -
 

. -
, -

, -



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

186 

, -
. , -

,  
,  

. [42; 43; 49; 50]. 
-

 2000- ., -
, -

, . -
, , -

, -
, . 

,  
, , -

. -
, , ,  

-
.  

-
-

. ,  
,  

-
,  

, , .   
-

. , 
, -

, -
,  

. ,  
, 

,  
, -

,  
. 

,  
,  14- -

. 
-



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

187 

 « », -
 « » ([2; 8; 32]). 

 
, -

.  
. , -

, , -
, -

 ( , -
,  

)  « -
» [37, 119]. -

 
 2  1940 . , , , -

-
. 

 
 « -

» . .,  
,  

. , -
 « -

»  
[3, 7; 4, 3]. ,  « -

 
» [3, 7]. ,  

, , -
, ,  

 « » [3, 6]. 
 «  

»  
,  

.  
-

, -
, -
,  

.  
 [3; 6; 7]. -

 
, -



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

188 

.  « », 
,  

-
-

. 
-

 « -
»,  

,  [2-4],  
  - ,  

. -
-

 (« -
, -

 
» [4, 8]),  

 [2].  
-

, -
 « » .  

, -
, -

, -
,  

 [2-4]. -
, -

 « » -
, 

, , -
. 

-
-

, . ,  
,  

. -
. -

, -
, ,  

 
 ( )  [9, 

251]. ,   « -



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

189 

»  ,   
 « -

»  [9, 255]. -
 « » , -

 
 « » -

 17 -
 2006 . [6, 18]. 

,  
, , -

. , -
 

. , -
.  

-
 

, -
. -

-
-

, -
. 

 
. :  

  
 

-
,  

 
, -

, . , 
, , ,  

-
-

. -
, -

,  « » -
. -

 « » , -
. . . 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

190 

-
 
 

 ( .,  [11; 13-15; 18; 25; 35]). -
-

, . , -
, , -

, -
 / -

. ,  
, -

. , 
, -

-
, . 

,  
. -

-
   

. , , -
 

, -
.  « » , -

, -
,  

, -
, , . 

 
,  

. ,  
, ,  

-
. -

, -
, -

, , , ,  
-

 ([5; 10; 19-21; 34]). 
-

, .  
, -



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

191 

 2000- . , -
, , .  

,  
, .  

-
,  «  

», ,  
 ( ) [1; 22; 23; 35]. , -

-
-

, , -
 

. , , -
,  

. , ,  
, -
, -

 [35]. 
, -

.  
-

,  
,  

 [1]. , -
,  

, ,  
 – ,  

. , 
-

, -
, , 

. 
 

, , ,  
2000- . -

. 
-

,  
 ( , «  

») . 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

192 

, -
, -

, , -
. -

, , , ,  
 

, , -
,  [24; 26-28; 30]. ,  

-
. :  

, -
, -

,  
.  

 [35]. -
,  [28; 30], , -

, ,  « » -
. 

-
, ,  

 
([16; 24; 31]). -

-
, .  

 « -
 

, , 
» [31, 211]. -

-
 [31, 212]. ,  

,  
-

 [24]. , -
-
, 
-

. 
 

 
 
 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

193 

III. , :  
 

-
, -

, , .  
,  

.  
, ; -

 « » -
.  

, . -
 14- , -

, , -
 ([39; 40; 53]). 

-
 

 2000- . [38; 45; 46; 51; 52]. -
 1990- . .  

. , , 
-

, -
. -

: , -
. , 

, 
-

 [52]. ,  
,   

. 
-
-

. , -
, , -

, -
 « » ,  

. ,  
, -

,  
,  

 [51]. 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

194 

, , -
, -

,  
-

, ,  
.  ,   

 
, -

. 
, , ,  

-
, -

-
.  

.  
,  

.  
 2000-  

., , -
. -

, -
-

, -
,  – 

. 
        

 
-
 

,  
. , -

-
, -

,  
. , -

. 
, , -

-
. , ,  

-
, -



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

195 

. , -
, -

.  
, ,  

,  
, -

, . ,  
, , -

, , ,  
. 

-
-

. -
, -

,  
-

. , , -
-

. , -
-

, , -
. , -

, -
 ( -

),  ,  .  ,  
, -

, ,  
,  

 
. , , -

 
, -

 « » .  
-
 

, -
. -

-
. 

, , , -
, ,   



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

196 

»  
, . -

,  ,  
 

, -
. , , -

,  
. , -

, , , 
 

, -
. -

, -
.   

 
 

1. .  « »  
? // . 

2006,  6, c.15-20. 
2. . . . - : , 

2003. 
3. . . 

// , 2005,  1, c.5-8. 
4. .  

: . // -
, 2006,  2, c.3-8. 

5. . : . - : , -
 « », 2002.  

6. .  17  2006 . – -
. // -

, 2006,  2, .9-19. 
7. . -

 – . //  
, 2005,  1, .9-17. 

8. . .  
. - : , 1993. 

9. .  
. //  

: -
. - , 2006, .251-256. 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

197 

10. . . : -
. // , 1990,  47, .31-33. 

11. : . // 
, 1994,  8-9, .60-

75. 
12. .  

 ( ). // -
, 1995, 10, .5-17. 

13. . :  
 ( ). // -
, 1995, 11, .36-48. 

14. . : -
 ( ). // -

, 1995, 12, .35-47. 
15. . : -

  ( ). //  
, 1996,  2, .5-16. 

16. ., .  
? // , 2006, 4, .44-58. 

17. ., . : -
. // : , 

-
. - : , 2009, .3, .364-383. 

18. . . // -
, 1997, 2, .12-22. 

19. . . // , 1991, 40, .6-8. 
20. . . // , 1990, 45, .28. 
21. . : . // , 1992, 16, 

.20-23. 
22. . -

: . // , 2008, 
4, .174-184. 

23. . ? // 
, 1995, 12, .97-

105. 
24. . . -

:  1992  <http:// 
voyna1992.ru/public/11-konflikt-v-pridnestrove-g.-n.-perepelica.html> 

 21  2009 .]. 
25. . ? ( -

). // , 1993, 6, .6-15. 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

198 

26. . -
 - . // -

. .IV. - : , 2006. .178-191. 
27. . . // : -

,  
. - : « », 2006, .353-367. 

28. . -
. //  

.  12. - : , 
2008, .258-263. 

29. . : . // -
. - , 2004. .1, .89-95. 

30. . -
. // -

.  12. - : , 2008, .207-209. 
31. ., . : ,  

. // : -
, -

. - : « », 2006. .210-223. 
32. . - : , 

1995. 
33. . . - , 2003. 
34. .,  .  14- .  ?  //   

, 1992, 23. .6-8. 
35. . « » . // 

, 2008, 1, .57-67. 
36. . -

. // -
:  

. - : , 2002, .102-129. 
37. . . - , 1993. 
38. Ciobanu C. NATO/EU Enlargement: Moldova and the “Frozen and Forgot-

ten” Conflicts In Post-Soviet States. - Washington, D.C.: US Institute of 
Peace. 2004. : . : Institutul de 
Politici Publice <www.ipp.md/public/biblioteca/74/en/Report%2July% 
2025,%20revised.doc> [  26  2009 .]. 

39. Emerson M. Should the Transnistrian tail wag the Bessarabian dog? // 
Journal of Foreign Policy of Moldova, 2003, No.12. : . 

: Central and Eastern European Online Library 
<www.ceeol.com> [  26  2009 .]. 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

199 

40. Emerson M.,  Vahl  M. Moldova and the Transnistrian conflict.  :  
. : Journal on Ethnopolitics and Mino-

rity Issues in Europe <www.ecmi.de/jemie/download/1-2004Chapter4.pdf> 
 26  2009 .]. 

41. Gheorghiu V. Moldova on the way to the European Union: distance covered 
and next steps to be done. - Chi in u: Institute for Public Policy. 11 pp. -

: Institutul de Politici Publice <www.ipp.md/ 
biblioteca.php?l=en&idc=32> [  26  2009 .]. 

42. Gheorghiu V., Nantoi O., Popescu N. External Factors in the Transnistria 
Conflict Settlement: a Role for the European Union. // Journal of Foreign 
Policy of Moldova, 2004, No.3. : . -

: Central and Eastern European Online Library <www.ceeol.com> 
 26  2009 .]. 

43. Munteanu I., Munteanu A. Transnistria: a paradise for vested interests. // 
Journal of Foreign Policy of Moldova. 2007, No.4, .51-66. -

: Central and Eastern European Online Library <www.ceeol.-
com> [  26  2009 .]. 

44. Nantoi O. The Ukrainian Plan on Transnistria: Pros and Cons. // Journal of 
Foreign Policy of Moldova, 2005, No.6. : .  

:  Central  and  Eastern  European  Online  Library  <www.-
ceeol.com> [  26  2009 .]. 

45. Ora J. Frozen conflicts and the EU – a search for a positive agenda. // Esto-
nian Ministry of Foreign Affairs Yearbook, 2006, .50-58. -

: Estonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs <web-static.vm.ee/ 
static/failid/192/Jaap_Ora.pdf> [  26  2009 .]. 

46. Pellon G. Top-down internationalisation of the Transnistrian conflict: quali-
tative analysis of multiple-actor conflict management. Louvain-La-Neuve: 
Universite Catholique de Louvain. : Centre 
d'Etude des Crises et des Conflits Internationaux <www.cecri.ucl.ac.be/ 
GPellonPP318.pdf> [  26  2009 .]. 

47. Popescu N. European Union’s foreign policy change towards Moldova. - 
Bucharest: National School of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
NATO Studies Center, 2003. 

48. Popescu N. Moldova's European Policy Options. // Journal of Foreign Poli-
cy of Moldova, 2004, No.2. :  (10 .).  

:  Central  and  Eastern  European  Online  Library  <www.ceeol.  
com> [  26  2009 .]. 

49. Popescu N. The EU and Transnistria. - Budapest: Centre for Policy Studies, 
CEU, Open Society Institute, 2005/2006. 

50. Popescu N. The EU in Moldova. Settling conflicts in the neighbourhood. // 
Journal of Foreign Policy of Moldova, 2005, No.12. :  



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

200 

(50 .).  :  Central  and Eastern European On-
line Library <www.ceeol.com> [  26  2009 .]. 

51. Racz A. The EU Border Assistance Mission to Ukraine and Moldova: a pre-
liminary analysis. // Journal of Foreign Policy of Moldova, 2005, No.12. 

:  (8 .). : Central and Eas-
tern European Online Library <www.ceeol.com> [  26  
2009 .]. 

52. Vahl M. Europeanisation of the Transnistrian Conflict. CEPS Policy Brief 
No.73. May 2005. : Centre for European Policy 
Studies <http://www.ceps.be> [  17  2008 .]. 

53. Williams A. Conflict resolution after the Cold War: the case of Moldova. // 
Review of International Studies, 1999, No.25, .71-86. 

 
  

14  2010          
 



MOLDOSCOPIE, 2010, nr.1 (XLVIII) 
 

 

201 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOLDOSCOPIE 
(PROBLEME DE ANALIZ  POLITIC ) 

 
Nr.1 (XLVIII), 2010 

 
 
 

REVIST TIIN IFIC  TRIMESTRIAL  
 

_______________ 
 
 

Bun de tipar  9.03.2010. Formatul 70x100 1/16. 
Coli de tipar 16,5. Coli editoriale 13,6. 

Comanda 52. Tirajul 50 ex. 
 
 

Centrul Editorial-Poligrafic al USM 
str. Al.Mateevici, 60, Chi in u, MD 2009 

 

 


	UNIVERSITATEA DE STAT DIN MOLDOVA
	MOLDOSCOPIE
	(PROBLEME DE ANALIZĂ POLITICĂ)
	Nr.1 (XLVIII), 2010
	REVISTĂ ŞTIINŢIFICĂ TRIMESTRIALĂ
	CHIŞINĂU – 2010
	CEP USM
	MOLDOSCOPIE (Probleme de analiză politică). – nr.1 (XLVIII), 2010. - Chişinău: CEP USM, 2010. – 200 p.
	COLEGIUL DE REDACŢIE:
	prof. Valeriu Moşneaga (redactor-şef);
	prof. Victor Saca (redactor-şef adjunct)
	dr. Rodica Rusu (secretar);
	conf. Vasile Cujbă;
	prof. Vladimir Gutorov (Rusia);
	prof. Cristian Haerpfer (Regatul Unit);
	prof. Anatoliy Kruglaşov (Ucraina);
	prof. Constantin Marin;
	prof. Victor Moraru;
	prof. Joao Peixoto (Portugalia);
	prof. Serghey Reşetnikov (Belarus);
	prof. Adrian Pop (România);
	prof. Gheorghe Rusnac;
	conf. Aurel Sâmboteanu;
	prof. Constantin Solomon;
	prof. Georg Sootla (Estonia)
	conf. Vasile Tabară (România);
	prof. Valentina Teosa
	Ideile şi opiniile expuse în materialele prezentate aparţin autorilor
	şi nu reflectă neapărat punctul de vedere al colegiului de redacţie
	Articolele apar în redacţia autorilor, sunt recenzate
	versiunea electronică:
	http://www.usm.md/?mode=437
	ISSN 1812-2566 © USM, 2010
	S U M A R
	S U M A R
	SUMMARY
	SUMMARY
	The ideas of the Russians about the European Union
	European values and identities
	The image of the EU in Russia and the image of Russia in the EU
	The relations between the European Union and its neighbours
	The perspectives of the development of the EU-Russia relations
	The estimation of chances of Russia to enter the EU
	Conclusion


	УЧАСТИЕ ЕВРОПЕЙСКОГО СОЮЗА
	В УРЕГУЛИРОВАНИИ ПРИДНЕСТРОВСКОГО КОНФЛИКТА: ТЕНДЕНЦИИ НАУЧНОГО АНАЛИЗА



